{ 185 } 


I found the village to be about eighteer miles 
from Kishnaghur, an‘ on arrival I at once took up 
the investigation which the Sub-Inspector had 
commenced and elicited the following facts :— 

Some twenty-five boona coolies had been sent 
out by a Mr. Tripp to dig up some land near this 
village to sow Indigo. Uyon their commencing 
work the villagers of Koomree assembled with 
latties (reputed number 125) in the village and came 
out towards them abusing them. ‘They at once ran 
away followed by the créwd, who succeeded in 
catching four, “ Mughuny’® “ Mohun,” “ Shoo- 
khoo Ram,” and “ Modpun”—all boona coolies. 
Having beaten them severely with Jaéties (of 
which they bear visible proof) they dragged them 
off, bat owing to the interference of Shuroop 
chowkeydar andthe ‘women of the village the: 
were relensed. It is at this point that “Modhun” 


disappears, he had been seen to receive three severe’ 


blows with /afties, and nothing further is known 
of him. I have, in my own mind, no doubt that 
he met his death and that his body has been con- 
cealed, probably sunk in the water. The three 
others on being released ran to the factory and 
gave informaty the affray, which was at once 
forwarded to the Police Station. 

Leaving them the mob returned towards the 
village to the house of one Anund Bishesh, 
(where the Factory Dewan, Denonath Mookerjea, 
was sitting with Rammobun Banerjea the deceased, 
Luckhen Classic, Kuleem Sheik, and Arizoollah). 
On the way they were abusing the Dewan and 
saying they would kuock his brains out could they 
Jind him. 


They advanced to the house of Anund Bishesh, 
armed with latties and much excited. Sceing the 
men they sought sitting there they at once sct 
upon them, The special object of vengeance 
appearing to be the Dewan, who was seized by the 
hand and struck over the head with latties. The 
deceased came forward and interfered but was at 
once struck down by Modhoo Ghose, Giridhur 
Ghose, Kulloorsm " (chowkeydar), and Girish 
Ghose. Kuleem and Arizoollah ran away inside 
and locked the door but were dragged out and 
severely beaten. Owing to the interference of the 
deceased the Dewan was enabled to escape and 
managed to hide himself antil the mob dispersed, 
when he ran away, got his horse, and rode off to 
Hanskhilly to lodge information. The body of 
the deceased was then taken by Modhoo Ghose and 
Girish Ghose and thrown into the house of one 
Shubdun Sheikh. The evidence elicited estab- 
lisned the fect that “ Modloo Ghose,” “ Giridhur 
Ghose,” Kallooram chéwkeydar, and “Girish 
-Ghose,” dealt the deceased the blows which 
resulted in his death, and that the remaining 
nineteen men aided and abetted. There were 
Many more, but I only arrested such as were 
clearly recognized by several witnesses. The; 
were all, at the close of the investigation, (wit! 
the exception of Girish Ghose, whom, I cuuld not 
find,) sent in to the Magistrate for trial. 


The corpse of Rammohun Banerjea was sent in 
for post mortem examination, and the report of the 
Civil Surgeon ia to the effect that the spleen was 
ruptured by a blow “ most probably with a stick,” 
and that.there ix also.a blow across the left hand. 
‘I closed the sinwestigation: at sunset and returned 
to Kishnaghur, leaving the Inspector to search for 
Senet! ‘of, or fox intelligence of the fate of, 





_ Tconsider this a most important case as indica- 
tive of the feeling still existing in the District 
regarding the sowing of Indigo. : 

W. B. Biron, Lieutenant, 
District Supdt. of Police, Nuddea. 





From J, Groenesan, Esq., Undor-Secretary to the Go- 
yerument of Bengal, to the Magistrate of Nuddea,— 
(No. 1426, dated the 3rd March 1864.) 


T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter No. 70, dated the Ist instant, report- 
ing on the proceedings taken by the District 
Superintendent in the matter of the affray which 
has taken place near the Bagudangah Factory; 
and in reply to informa you that in a case of this 
importance the Lieutenant-Governor thinks it 
desirable thot you should yourself proceed imme- 
diately to the spot and make a full enquiry into 
all the circumstances attending the outrage. 

2. For the arrest of, and the collection of 
evidence against, the persons concerned in the 
crime the prompt and active measures adopted by 
the Police under the personal direction of the 
District Superintendent are, the Lieutenant- 
Governor has no reason to doubt from the report 
submitted with your.demi-official communication, 
likely to be sufficient; but His Honor would wish 
to be thoroughly informed of the anteccdent rela- 
tions and state of feeling between the Managers 
of the estates of the Benyal' Indigo Company 
in the Nuddea District and the ryots of the 
villages within those estates, especially those of 
the particular village which was the scene of this 
extraordinary violence’and continued aggression. 

8. The Lieutenant-Governor thinks that full 
information on this head can only be obtained 
through a careful and extended personal enquiry 
to be conducted by yourself, not only in the 
village where this outbreak occurred, but also in 
the neighbouring villages within the Bengal’ In- 
digo Company’s estates. 

4, Tis Honor deems it of the greatest impor- 
tance that the whole state of the case as between 
this Company and their ryots .should bo: fully: 
examined and made known, in order to come to 4 
clear decision as to what steps it will be advisable 
to take to remove the risk of future collisions and 
disturbance of the District. 

5. You should, therefore, lose no time in 
accomplishing: this object and submitting full 
reports to Government of ‘such information as you 
may obtain in the coutse of your enquiry. 





From J, Guocnoux, Esg., Under-Scoretary.’ to the Go- 
vernment of Bengal, to the Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, —(No. 1427, dated the 3rd March 1804.) 

In continuation of the endorsement No, 1320, 
dated the 29th ultimo, 
Iam directed to for- 
ward to you a copy of 
the corgespondence not- 





agi 
Special Report of crime, No. 9, ". 
Boashil Repent. ot ed on @he margin on 
To Magistrate of Nuddea, No. the subject of the af- 
1486 of thls day's data, fray which has taken 


place near the Bagadangah, Factory in Nuddea, 
and to state that the Lientenant-Governor expects 
that you will give your careful. attention to the 
progress of the investigation of this particular 
case, and also.to the Magistrate’s more general 
enquiry “into the state of txeling between the 


parties concarned in it, 
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From E. Grex, Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Off. | 
Secretary ‘to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 71, 
dated the 2nd March 1864.) 

I nave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the Under-Secretary’s letter No. 1319 of 29th 
ultimo, with enclosure. 

2. My letter No. 70 of yesterday’s date will 
have put the Government in possession of the 
particulars of the outrage. 

8. The trial of tho defendants sent in by the 
police was commenced yesterday in the Joint 
Magistrate’s Court. 

4, Asthe letter under acknowledgment was 
written before the result of the enquiry by the 
police was known to the Government, I deem it 
hest to await further orders before proceeding to 
the scene of the occurrence. As the witnesses of 
the occurrence and the persons said to be impli- 
cated are now hera, it seems to me that no object 
would be gained by my going to the spot. The 
causes which led to the crime will be doubtless 
ascertained in the course of the trial, and will be 
communicated to Government as soon as possible. 

5. If, however, the Lieutenant-Governor still 
desires that I should go to the spot, 1 shall do so 
without delay, i 

6. Ihave no reason to apprehend any farther 
breach of the peace at present. I will, iv concort 
with the District Superintendent, adopt such 
precautionary measures as may appear necessary. 
From E. Grey, Esq., Magistrato of Nuddea, to tho Offi. 

Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. 73, 

dated the 4th March 1864.) 

Inave the honor to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter. (from the Under-Secretary) No. 1426 
of 8rd instant, and to state that I shall lose no 
time in proceeding to the neighbourhood of the 
Bagadangah Factory for the purpose of conduct- 
ing the enquiry ordered by Government. 

2, Ishould be glad, however, to have, if pos- 
sible, some more definite instructions than those 
contained in the letter abovementioned as to the 
form which my proceedings should take. 

3. Unless I am mistaken the intention of 
Government is that the enquiry. “ into the antece- 
dent relations and state of fecling between the 
Manager of the estates and the ryote” should be 
separate and distinct from the enquiry into the 
criminality of the particular persons ‘implicated in 
the recent outrage, Unless such distinction be 
observed the enquiry in this ‘particular case is 
certain to be prolonged to an injurious extent and 
a large amount of evidence to be introduced 
foreign to the point at issue. 

4, My enquiry must be either jadicial or extra- 
judicial. “If, as T assume, the enquiry. is to be 
distinct from the investigation just mentioned, 
and at the same time to be of a judicial nature, 
the only course which appears to be open to me 
is to announce the object. of my arrival at the 
spot and to invite complaints . from both parties 
on which to found my further: investigations. 
This course would, I believe, lead’ to a consider. 
able amount of Bgitation among the ryote, and 
would probably tend to create an impression that 
some exceptional action in their behalf is about to 
be adopted by Government. It would also bring. 
forth.a number ofcomplainte far greater than 
cottld dispose of unkess my stay on the spot is to 
be very much longer than I can well afford. I 
think that this course should not be adopted. with. 
ont fall- consideration of the results to-which it. 
may lead. : of ilbek 





J report of the restlt $f the police’ p 


5. If my enquiry is to be extra-judicial I should 
wish to be informed whether the evidence (which 
must, I presume, be taken without oath or affir- 
mation) is to be formally recorded, or whether I 
should merely report the general result of my en- 
quiries. I may mention that Iam already in a 
position to report in a peneral way on the subject 
of the relations between the Bengal Indigo Com- 
pany and the ryots. The causes of the present 
state of feeling are known generally to all Officials 
connected with the District. I think it doubtful 
whether any further avidence on this point than 
that elicited by the late “ Indigo Commission” 
would be obtained. ¥ 

6. In whatever way the enquiry be conducted it 
will, I doubt not, be watched with interest b 
both parties concerned, and this conviction will, L 
trust, be a suflicient excuse for my request to have 
some more precise instructions than those given 
in your letter. 

7. should be glad to know also whether, in 
the event of the enquiry now ordered being dis- 
tinct from that into the actual guilt (with a view 
to the commitment) of the persons arrested by 
the police in the recent case, I should take that 
ease out of the hands of the Joint Magistrate. 
‘The facts being undisputed the enquiry now ine 
volves the simple question of the identity of the 
men arrested, aud the examination of witnesses 
on this point would necessarily occupy much of 
my time which I should wish to devote to the 
more general enquiry as to the state of fecling, 
regarding which the Government desires to have 
information, and to my other duties, 

8. My tent will be sent out to-day and I 
shall follow on the 6th instant, and I should 
feel obliged, therefore, by a reply by return 
of post. 





From F. R. Cockernt, Hsq., Officiating Sucretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Magistrate of Nuddea,— 
(No. 1492, dated the 7th March 1864.) 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter No..73, dated the 4th instant, report- 
ing thut you will lose no time in proceeding to 
the neighbourhood of the Bagadangah Factory to 
institute the enquiry ordered by the Government 
letter No. 1426 of the $rd_idem in conncetion 
with the affray with murder which lately took 
place there, and soliciting definite instructions on 
the subject. ‘ 

2. In reply I am desired to inform you that 
the enquiry ordered by the Lieutenant-Governor 
is not, of course, intended to be of a judicial 
character for the mere purpose of obtaining evidence 
to be used in the prosecution of the case under 
trial, but that it is to be of such a nature only as 
would enable you to put the Government in 
possession of accurate information as to the state 
of feeling and the antecedent relations between 
the parties concerned which led to s0 violent an 
outbreak, and especially directed the animosity of 
the ryote of .Koomree against the Bengal Indi 
Company’s factory servants, 


Prom W 1, Duscraan, Exo, Commimlonr of the Nodica 
vision, ciatin; ee to the Government 
‘of Bengal,—(No. 290, dated the 2th: March 1864) * 
‘Wrru reference to your No, 8510, dated--2let: 
December, I have the honor to submit,’ for the 
information of His Honor™ the. ‘Lieutenant. 
Governor, of my: instruotions. issied to the 
Magistrate of Naddea on seceipt-of his frst, 
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the oase of the outrage at Koomrée and marder 
of one of the servants of the Bagadangah 
Factory. 


» 2. The Magistrate is reporting the progress 
of the case directly to Government, so that I 
need not repeat the narrative. 


3. It will be seen from the enclosed memoran- 
dum thut the Magistrate’s ‘present report gives 
no information whatever as to the immediate 
cause of the attack, the intportance of ascertain- 
ing which I have urged on, Bim, Return of the 


memorandum is requested when no longer | 


required, 


P §,—Since my instructions were written I 
have received your letter No. 1427, dated 3rd 
instant, with the orders which were issued to the 
Magistrate direct on receipt of the first Police 
report. 


Memorandam from H. T, Dawprer, Esq., Commissioner of 
the Nunddea Division, to the Magistrate of@.uddva,— 
(No, 28Ct., dated the 7th March 1861.) 


Winn reference to his memorandum No. 85, 
dated 29th February, forwarding the first report 
of the District Superintendent of Police in the 
case of riot and homicide of Rammohun Baner- 
jea, the Commissioner requests that copies of the 
stutements which were made by the Dewan, and 
those who preceded him at the Thannah, may ber 
sent to him. 


2. The present report contains no information 
whatever as to the circumstances which preceded 
the riot. tis difficult to imagine any cireum- 
stances which would palliate an attack on the 
Dewan and others, such as that which is stated 
to have been committed while they were sitting 
in the house of Anund Biswas: nevertheless, it 
isof the utmost importance to know whether there 
existed any dispute asto the land which the fac. 
tory coolies were sent out to dig up, and which 
L-observe that Mr. Tripp, in his letter to the 
Landholders’ Association, states to be neizabad of 
the factory. It appwars’ that the Dewan of the 
factory himself accompanied the hoona coolies 
to their work ; the reason for this should be ascer- 
tained. 

8. The Magistrate has received orders direct 
from Government to go out to the spot,‘and has, 
I hope, succeeded in finding the missing cooly 
Modhun ; if not a reward’of Rupees 200 may be 
offered for information Which may lead to his 
being found dead or alive. 

4. The Magistrate is requested to supply the 
information called for above with as little delay os 
possible, and to let. me know tho nature of the 


story told by thé sccused; the names of all the 
persona who have been arrested and sent on for. 
trial should be given. 


5, ‘The Magistrate will riot fail to see the 
importance of asvertaining beyond.a doubt whether 
the. attack was. the consequence of any. special 
Tecont ‘dispute between the factory and any of the 
inhabitante of the rillage, ‘oy whether it was made 
purely-ont of a ‘general “fecling against the face 
tory withéat any: special exciting cause. 

jo Binoe the -abbve was written Z-received 
frqn'Giwexament: copy of yours, No, 70, dated 









Ist March, to the address of Government, and 
of the reply, of Government, No, 1426, dated 8rd 
March 1864, The Magistrate is requested to 
send diary of his enquiries dgily to me at Jessore, 
and to furnish me with copies of all communica- 
tions which he may address to Government, 


‘Telogram from Magistrate of Nudden, to the Officiating 
Scere.ary to the Goverment of Bengal,—(dated the 8th 
March 1864.) 

Tur Police have obtained a clue to the cooly 


who was missing. 


From E. Grey Esq, Magistrate of Nudden, to the Giffz. 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—(No. bo, 
dated the Oth March 1864.) 


Wrru reference to your letter (from Under- 
Secretary) No. 1492 of 7th instant, I have the 
honor to report that I arrived here yesterday. 


2. Immediately on my arrival I sent for the 
Tnspector of Police who is engaged in tracing the 
cooly who is said to have disappeared since the 
occurrence of the outrage on the 25th ultimo, and 

-learnt that he bad obtained information which 
would probably lead to the discovery of the miss- 
ing man. The Inspector is following up the clue, 
and the result will be reported in due course, 


8. With regard to the enquiry as t? the 
“state of feeling und antecedent relations between 
the parties concerned,’ I beg to report that T 
have to-day had an interview with Mr. Tripp, the 
Manager the Bengal Indigo Company, and I 
have forwarded to him a list of questions on the 
subject, to which I believe he will have no objec- 
tion to answer. In order to ascertain the state of 
feeling ou the part of the ryots, without giving 
them cause to expect any special and immediate 
intervention of Government, I have already visit- 
ed the villages adjacent to the scene of the late 
outrage, and I shall, after farther enquiries, report 
the result in due course. 






From E. Ganev, “Esq, Magis'rate of Nudiea, to the 
Offcinting Secretary to. the Government of Bengal,— 
«No. 87, dated the 18th March 1804.) 


‘Wrru reference to your letter (from Under- 
Secretary) No. 1426 of 3rd instant, J have the 
honor to report that I proceeded on the 7th 
instant to the neighbourhood of the scene of the 
late outrages on the servants of the Bagadangah 
Factory. 

2. My first enquiries were directed to obtain- 
ing some certain information and regarding the 
cooly “ Modhun,” who was said to have beet 
seized by the villagers at the time of the affray 
and to have been missing since that time. 


8. From information furnished to me by the 
Detective inepector I have little doubt that the 
maissing man is still alive.* 
"He has sinco ben J have adopted measures 
Kay .. with a view to. obtaining 
further “traces of the man’s wherenbouts,’ the 
result of whieh will be duly communicated to 
Gavernment. a 
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4, My subsequent enquiries were directed to 
asvertaining the causes of the late cout-burst_ of | 
the feeling on the part of the villagers and the 
grounds of the special animosity suowa towards | 
the factory servunts. j ¢ | 

5, In reporting upon this subject I must | 
review, to a certain extent, recent proceedings on 

the part of the Bengal Indigo Coupauy in 
respect to the cultivation of Indigo. ; 

. Since the discontent of tne ryots which 
led to the appointment of the Indigo Commis- 
sivn up to the present year the “Bengal Indigo 
Company paid for Indigo delivered under 
advances at the rate of four bundles for tue Rupee, 
Within the last few months the rate has been 
changed to six bundles tor tue Rupee (whiea is 
the old established rate) iu the Mulnath Concern, 
within whicb the vill implicated in the late 
outrage are situate The rate paid in the 
adjoining Concern of Khalbolea is, I ain informed, 
tour bundles for the Rupee, and the rate adopted | 
iu Mr. Hills’ engagements is two bundles for 
the Rupee. ‘ 

7. Twill here quote the opinion recorded by | 
the late Indigo Commission ow this subject, and | 
the remarks reeorded iv the Minute drawu up by | 
the late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. ‘The | 
Members of the Indigo Commission say, (par 
graph u3)—" We can bave no doubt that the 
question of direct profit tv the ryots as a body 1s 
no longer matter for serious discussion.” ‘Lhe 
late Lieutenaut-Governor in his Minute says,— 
“ Appendix 1 shows that the most common 
price given for Indizo is 1 Rupee for six bundles,” 
and concludes his Minute by recording his opinion 
that “ Rupees 7 is the absultte loss per beegah on 
average land trom cultivating Indigo at the price 
now paid for it.” ary 

8. Under these circumstances it is obvious 
that Indigo cannot be grown at the rate above 
quoted, exeept under the influence of strong com- 
pulsion placed upon the ryots. ‘The meuns of this 
compulsion are iound in Scetion 13 of Act X. ot 
1859, and it is now the establisued pruetice in the 
Maloath Indigo Concern, as well as in, other 
Coneetns, to offer to the ryot the option of 
executing an agreement for the cultivation of 
Indigo, or of reveiving a notice, under Section 13 
of Act X. of 1839, to pay enhanced rent for tue 
lands held by him. 

9. tis ditucult to say which of these two 
alternatives is most obnoxious to the ryots. It ix 
nut difficult to perveive how obnoxious to the ryota 
suust be the factory servants who are continually 
employed in pressing upon their consideration 
the chuice offered to them uy the Bengal Indigo 
Company. 

1G, Admitting that the factory servants 
never go beyond tbe length of verbal exhortation 
on the subject, it is plain that ample grounds 
exist lor the dislike of the ryote towards Indigo 
caltivation and the factory people engaged in 
promoting it. 

41. Bot there is reastn to suppose that the 
energy of the Company’s servants 18 not confined 
tw the ust of words, but that force is occasiunally 
employed to induce ubwilling ryots to enter into 
engagements with the factory, 

iz. The preceding remurks: will, I: trust, be 
suthcient-to show that the ryots have grounds for 
a general dislike to tue cultivation of Indigo‘un 
the teriss offered and:to the agents employed: on 


the part of the Bengal Indigo Company. 









































‘To account clearly for the outrage on the part: 
of the villagers of Ramnuggur and Koomree: on 
the 25th ultimo itis necessary to enter into certain 
details, which I will notice as briefly as ible. 

18. The annexed hand Sketch will show the 
chief features of the country where the outrage 
ocenrred. . . 

14. The following facts connected with the 
case may be accepted as fully established, vee, :—- 

1st.—That on the day mentioned the factory 
Dewan, with a party’ of coolies and certain 
factory servants, proéegded to the western bank 
of the river, and that the coolies commenced to 
hoe the lands adjacent to'the river. 

2id.—That the Dewan, accompanied by the 
Ameen (deceased) and at least three other factory 
servants, went shortly afterwards into the Village 
ot Koomree. . 

38rd.—That the party of coolies were attacked 
by a number of villagers and were beaten with 
latties, 

4th.—That the Dewan and other fgctory ser- 
vants who were with him were alterwards attack- 
ed and begten, and a blow inflicted on the Ameen, 
Rammuhits Banerjea, which. owing to the 
diseased state of his pleen, caused his death then 
and there. 

5¢4.—Vhat the ryots of Ramnoggur had, and 
still have, the yreatest objection to the cultiva- 
tion of Indigo on the lands belonging to their 
village, 

6th —That an impression (whether justified by 
facts or not cannot he positively asserted) existed 
tivat coercive measures of some kind wee: about. 
to be adopted on the part of the factory to induce 
the Ramnuggur people to agree to the terms 
offered for the cultivation of Indigo. 

7th.—Vhat in the cultivation of the “ chur” 
lands the factory people’s proceedings were quite 
sufficient to excite the hostility of the ryote and 
to afford them a pretext for complaint against the 
factory. 

$/4.—That in addition to the two exciting 
eases just mentioned there exists on the part of 
the ryote generally a dislike to the factory and all 
those enrployed by the factory, which renders the 
former specially liable to irritation on the slightest 
vocation. . 

In describing the events which took place 
on the day of the outrage, I should state that the 
land claimed by the factory as neizabad, and 
which the’coolies were ordered to diy, consists ofa 
long narrow strip lying along the edge of the 
river, which in the rains is covered by water, and 
in the dry cero. becameé Jit for cultivation, It is 
admitted by the Dewan that he himself went to 
this spot accompanied by at least two factory 
‘© Peudas,” in addition to the Ameen, Khalashce, 
and covlies,. who were about twenty or twenty. 
five is number, Why he 
5 should havé himself’ gone.to 
wand io annge wil the spot is not very clear,y 
emtain ryuts who bad and the fuct of bis doing sq 
nee Gee Tate affords some justiticution for 
the suspicion of the ryots that something more 
than the simple cultivation of the ne‘zabad. lands 
was intended, #rom enquiries Phave made'l am 
satisfied that other “ Peadas” {or lattigls as the 
villugers say)‘ went to the sume spot’ on‘ that day. 
The ‘villagers, exeited by pla thee “ahekdy 
mentionel, proceeded’ ‘to: drive away the «whole: 
party from the land. The -covlies,:. and. 
seeing the villugers. running. ‘towards: them 








+ Hohimsolf says that 
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shouting, at first supposed that they wérw in 
pursuit of a hare and did not therefore take to 
flight at once across the river, as they would 
otherwise have done, and a collision ensued, in 
which some of the coolies received blows and 
threo of their number were seized and carried off 
by the villagers, who appafently intended to take 
them to the Police Station on a charge of digging 
the village lands; The way to the Police Stution 
would lie through the Yillage of Koomree and 
past the house where the Dewan and others were 
sitting. At this point a further collision between 
the villagers ard factoyy people oveurred, result- 
ing in the death of the Ameen, Whether the 
villagers went to this house in parsuit of the Dewan, 
or whether they merely went’ that way as being 
the direct way,to the Police Station, cannot be 
ascertained for certain. 

16. Ic is stated by the factory people that 
Indigo has always been grown on the land where 
the coolies were at work. On examining the 
scound I certainly fonnd Indio stalks on some 
lands close ‘to the dug up ‘chur? Jand at one 
point, but none whatever on the ground situated a 
Tittle farther’ south, The ryuts of Ramnaggae 
ussert that the land on: which the Indigo stalks 
are is either land belonging to Koomree Village 
or to the deceased Ratmmohun Banerjea, who, 
though an Ameen of the factory, was a resident of 
Ramnuggur ; and they state that for three years 
no Indigo has been grown on their village lands, 
except by the decensed Ameen and his brother 
Bisto Bunerjea, and on the land of these men 
within the last year only. : 

17. Close to the land dag up by the factory 
coolies are lands under culrivation by the ryots, 
and from the appearance and position of these 


lands, coupled with the uncertainty which seems j 


to prevail as to the exact limi: of the factory 
land, I can come to no other conclusion than that the 
coolies had, tou certain extent, encroached on the 
ryot’s property. ‘The only measutemens’ papers 
which the fact ry poople ‘could show 1 compared 
with the lands, but they are papers of last year’s 
measurement and afford no certain grounds for 
decision as to the *respective rights of the two 
ies. 

18. It is true that the defendants arrested and 
now committed for trial deny that there wax any 
quarrel about land; but this assetion evidently 
proceeds from a wish to escape from ail connection 
with the dispute (wow that the results hase been 
60 serious), and is directly opposed to the state- 
ments of the villagers of Ramuuggur made to me 
‘on the spot, « 

19. ‘Phe above. remarks. will, 1 trust, explain 
the immediate causes which led to the collision. 
In making my enquiries I have Jaborad under 
great difficulty fron the unwillingness of the 
villagers to udmit.any knowledge of the circum- 
stances of the case. This unwillingness, which is 
showd to a certain extent on all. cccasions, hag 
been greater. than usual ow this occasion: Owing 
to my enquiries being conducted immediately after 
the ogcarrence the ryots were apprehensive that 
any kauwledge. which they might show of the 
facta ofthe cage would tead to their being impli- 
sated inthe charge of homicide. 
ae praia dificalty - chee been that the 

illagers.. mnouger: snd : 
woth aay: ba: ted to. know “most of the 
choonmatanonn: af the duis; are the very” persour 
‘whose. atebemente: mast be received with tie 








Koomrea, who of } 


| village not 


greatest caution, as they are the friends and 
relations of the defendants charged with the 
homicide of the Ameen, 

21, Benides having spent two days in the 
prosecution of the enquiry on the spot, I have 
twice since revisited the two villages abovemen- 
tioned and the villages adjacent to then. The 
result of my subsequent enquiries entirely satisfied 
me of the correctness of the conclusion at which 
T have arriyed regarding the causes of the collision 
whiea occurred, 

22. Imay mention three facts which I have 
omitted to mention above, and which go to con- 
firm my beliet that the collision was owing to 
more than one cause, 7/2, a dispute about the 
land, a general objection to the culsivation of 
Indigo iu the villaze, and to the factory servants, 
and also an apprehension of coercive measures 
being about to be adopted by the factory. ‘These 
facta ure—Sire4, that the factory coolics all agree 
in stating that the villagers, when they ran up, 
said “whose land is this which you are digz 
Seeondiy, that eeveral complaints of illegal acts 
on the part of factory servants, alleged to have 
beey committed with a view to foree the cultiva- 
tion of Indigo, had been made by the ryots of a 
r from Ramnuggur shortly before 
the’ occurrence on the 25th ultimo, and their 
complaints, whether true or false, (they are not 
yet judicially disposed of,) would” naturally tend 
to make the neignbouring villagers apprehensive 
of violence. Zhirdly, that some villagers entirely 
unconnected with the dispute state thit several 
factory lattials” were seen running homg with 
the evolies. * 


23. Moreover, the Manager of the Concern 
himself informed me that-it was a great object 10 
persuade the ryots of these two villages (Ram- 
nuggur and Koomree) to enter into engagements 
to sow Indigo, and it can be easily imayined that 
the factory underlings would not be slow in their 
efforts to secure the attainment of this object. 

24. Having deseribed what I believe to have 
been the immediate causes of the late outbreak, 1 
proved to report upon the © antecedent relations 
and state of feeling between the Bengal Indigu 
Company and the ryots? of the villages withn 
the Conipany’s estates. 

25. There can be no donbt whatever that in 
the Mulnath Coneern, at least where the old rates 
have Leen iutroduced, the relations between the 
two parties are most ‘unsatisfactory. ‘The simple 
fact that three-fourths of the ryots have bowid 
themselves by agreements to cultivate Indigo fur 
ten years ata rate which has wen degided to be 
unratnunerative, shows that the teeli 
auy other than one of discontent. Even on th 
mori udvantagosus terms Indigo cultivation is 
highly unpopular. What mast it be on terms 
which have already beeit condemned by all classes, 
as oppressive ? + 

26. Theoretically the ryots are free agente, 
and it may be said Ghat, if they prefer to execute 
contracts-tor Indigo at a certaia rate to the pay- 
ment of enchanced rent at a “ fuir and equitabie 
rate,’ the advantages which they secure tu them- 
adlyes under the: former: of the two: alternatives 
must outireizh those to be received under the 
latter. But various. considerations:. of present 
moment combine to induce them to. adopt the 
former alternative. In thy first place, the agrees. 
ment for Iudigo is limited to a definite’ period, 
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whereas the rent, if raised now, would be raised 
for ever in the opinion of the ryots. Secondly, the 
agreement to sow secures them an immediate cash 
advance and relieves them of the worry and expense 
of defending themselves in a suit for enhanced 
rent. Thirdly, the servants of the factory are 
deeply interested in keeping up Indigo cultivation, 
and the whole weight of their influence, which 
they know only too well how to exercise, is 
thrown on the side of Indigo contracts in prefer- 
ence to «nhan-ed rent. bd 

27. These motives are tomy mind quite suffi- 
cient to explain why the ryots agree to sow Indigo, 
but they do not in any ‘degree prove that in so 
doing the ryots acquicsve in the fairness of the 
arrangement. 

2%, Whether. the Bengal Indigo Company, in 
deliberately binding down thousands of ryots to 
exeente agreements which are admittedly one- 
sided, is acting up to its moral obligations, is a 
question which it is perhaps useless to discuss. 
It may be that a Commercial Association is not 
bound to consider moral obligations at all. I may, 
however, here mention one instance of the system 
followed by the Company which was told to me 
with every appearance of trath, and which, if true, 
shows that little consideration for the ryot’s in- 
terests is shown. The.ryots of one village in the 
Mulnath Concern stated that, notwithstanding the 
fact that thev hgd executed azrcements to grow 
Indigo fur three years at the rate of four bundles 
per Rupee, and that one year of this term was still 
unexpired, they had heen summoned to the fuc- 
tory and induced, under fear of having to pay 
enhanced rent, to execute fresh agreements, for a 
term of ten years, af the rate of six bundles per 
Rupee. They also stated: that to the best of their 
belief the same practice had been followed in vther 
villages. 

29, One canse of discontent is the indiserimi- 
nate issue of notices under Section 13 of Act X. 
of 1859, So far as my experience goes no 
attempt is made to draw any distinction between 
those tenants who are legally liable to pay enhanc- 
ed rent and those who are not so liable. A ryot 
who firmly believes himself to be not liable to 
enhanced rent finds himself placed between the 
alternatives of growing Indigo or defending him- 
self as best he may in the Revenne Court, and he 
naturally feels that he is not fairly treated. Tt 
may not be possible always for the landlord-to 
ascertain beforehand which ryots are, and whieh 
are not, liable to enhancement, but this point may 











generally be ascertained ; and it is a point-worthy 
of consideration whether failure to take reasonable 
steps to do so should not render the landlord 
liable to damages. I doubt whether he would be 


|, so liable under Section 3 of Act VI. of 1862. 


80. Another subject for consideration ia the 
expendiency of alteringethe date fixed in Sectior 
18, s0.as to allow the ryot to file a notice of. 
rclinguishment, if he wish to do so, in preference 
tu accepting the conditions offered. 

81. My enquiries hate been conducted almost 
entirely within the Mifinath and Katgarra Cons 
cerns, I believe that the feeling of discontent 
(arising chiefly from the dislike to Indigo eulti- 
vation in itself) exists in the other Concerns, 
though, owing to the more favorable nature of 
the terms allowed in those Concerns, the feeling 
is possibly not so strong as in Mulnath. 


82. I may mention that the cause of the dif. 
ference between the terms offered in the two Con- 
cerns is said to be the inferior quality of the plant 
produced in the villages under the Mulrath Con. 
cern. This, though it may bea good argument 
for not paying so high a price as elsewhere, does 
not make the hardship to the cultivator any the 
less, as it is not alleged that the expenses of pro- 
duction are less in one Concern than the other. 
T do not know in what way this statement as to 
the inferiority of the plant. is reconciled with the 
fact that the country about Katgarra is noted for 
the excellence of its Indigo seed which is exported 
to other parts of the District, 

33. Complajnts of petty acts of oppression and 
violence on the part of the Factory servants are 
common throughout the Concern. Without a 
judicial investigation in each case it is impossible 
to say how far these complaints are true. That 
some are fulse is nyost probable, but I cannot think 
it, probable that, albare so. Ihave called for the 
records of all such cases decided in the Sub- 
Divisional Officer’s Court at Bongong. 

34. In prosecuting my enquiries I have neees- 
sarily been restrained to a great extent by the 
consideration that, without great caution, agitation 
and excitement among the villagers might be the 
result of my tout. 1 have on all occasions puinted 
out to the villagers that the Courts are open to 
all, and that in them lies their hope of redress if 
wrong is done. They have on every occasion 
readily assented to the truth of this, and I have 
no reason to apprehend any serious breaches of 
the peacs. 


_ Memorandum from E, Gauy, Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea,—(No. 89, dated the 1£th March 1864.) 
Forwanpep to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal in continuation of this Office No. 85 
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From H. L, Damrter, Esq, Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Olficiating Secretary to the Government 
of Bongal,—(Jo. 98, dated the 23d ‘March 1864.) ; 
In connection with the. enquiry which the 
Magistrate of Nuddea has been directed to make 
as to the relations between the Bengal Indigo 
Concern and the villages in the neighbourhood of 
ite factories, I have the honor to submit, for the 
information - of His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor, extract from a Memorandum drawn 
up by myself at Bongong® which throws some 
light on the matter. oh 


Fatract from the Commissioner’s Memorandum on 
the Bongong Sub-Division, 


I visited this Sub-Division on the 16th of 
March and inspected the Offices. 

2. The Deputy Magistrate of Bongonz was 
hearing cases connected with disputes between the 
Bengal Indigo Concern’s servants and the ryote. 
I impressed upon the Deputy Magistrate the 
necessity of promptly bringing all such cages to the 
notice of the Magistrate. Mr. Dennis, one of the 
Assistant Managers of the Concern, happened to 
be in attendance, as were a tumber of the ryote, 
I took the opportunity of making enquiries as: to 
the causes of .the dissatisfaction which prevails 
amopg the ryots who are connected with that 
Concern. They are patent enongh. 

3. Before the Indigo digturbances the Mulnath 
Concern used to pay for Indigo at the rate of a 
Rupee for six bundles, and the beegahs for the 
cultivation of which the ryots entered into con- 
tracts were measured by a russee of fifty-tive gujs, 
each guj consisting of a certain number of 
“ buruls” or lengths of a finger’s joint, (thirty- 
sit I think). After the disturbances Mr. Larmour 
raised the rate of payment, taking only four | 
bundles for the Rupee instead of six, and he 
reduced the measurement of the beegabs, the guj | 
being now made to consist of thirty-two “ buruls” 
or finger joints only. 

4, Last year Mr. Tripp, the present Manager, 
took contracts from the ryots on these terms, all 
details being specified on the face of the contracts. 
This year he has lowered the rate of payment 
aguifi to a Rupee for six bundles, and he has in- 
creased the measurement of the beegah to what it 
was before. Mr, Larmour made the alterations in 
favor of the cultivators. ‘The ryots said that the 
land was now measurad by a russee of 110 hauths 
instead of one of eighty hauths, . 

& On enquiring whether the cultivators who 
last year entered into Indigo contracts for a term 
of years were to be paid during the period of these. 
contructs at the higher rate for which the con- 
tracts were made, 1 was told hy Mr. Dennis, 
as well as by the ryote, that those contracts were 
recalled by the Concern and exchanged for fresh 
agreements at the rates and, measurements which 
it'haa reddlved to adopt in ite transactions this 
yer. On gaquiry bow'the ‘ryote. whe held con- 
tracts entitling them’to payment ‘at a Rapge for 
four bundles for some yeasts to come could be 
indwoed:to give up this right, and to exchange the 
‘eontencts for agreements to eupply their produee 
‘it 'a math ‘Jywer ‘price, Mr. Dengis informed me 
Yale: Gio eaphange as guise voluntary onthe patt 
of the ryote, and that they agreed: ‘tas it ‘because 








Mivetdative ‘was “offered ~ to: them of either 
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J. 


offered to cultivators who were not tenants of the 
factory, and who paid their rents to other land- 
lorde, Mr. Deunis stated that most of those who 
held contracts had old balances standing against, 
them on the factory books, and the alternative 
offered to'them was either to enter into contracts 
on the terms now required or be pressed for 
immediate payment of the balances due from them. 

6. [learnt from the Deputy Colleetor that the 
Bengal Indigo Concern'had instituted a number 
of suits for cngancement of rent, but the miost of 
them were withdrawn or comprowised before 
coming to trial, 

7. A number of the ryots whom I saw came 
from the neighbourhood of one of the factories 
which was re-opened last year. They were not 
tenants of the factory, but they told me that many 
of them had entered into contracts lust year to 
sow a certain number of beegahs for three years, 
and to deliver their produce at the rate of ] Rupee 
for four, bundles ; that the size of the Leegah, and 
the price which was to be paid for the plant, was 
fixed by the factory itself; and that their object 
in entering into contracts was to secure the ggode 
will of the factory and to live on good terms 
with it. They complained bitterly that after they 
had entered into contracts with the factory on 
its own terms for three years, on the understand- 
ing that this would secure them the good-will of 
the Managers for that time at least, they should 
now he called upon to throw up the%emaining two. 
years of their contracts and enter into fresh agree- 
ments for ten years, binding them to sow more 
land in Indigo, and to deliver their produce for a 
very much lower price ; the penalty threatened for 
nou-complianee being’ that the’ factory. woald 
Jose no opportunity of harassing them. These 
ryots did not mention that the alternative was 
offered to them of exchanging the contracts or of 
immediately paying up debts which were due. 
One or two whom I questioned specially did not 
admit owing any debt. 

8 The Magistrate is now submitting. a 
report on the relations between this factory and 
the neighbouring villages which will be laid 
before the Government of Bengal. 





From F. R. Cockenest, Esg,, Officiating Secretary to the 
Government of Bongal, to the Commissioner of the 
Nuddea Division,—(No* 2188, dated the 4th April 1664.) 

1 am directed to forward, for yoursinfermation, 
copy of a report submitted by the Magistrate of 

Nuddea in regard to the recent violent assault 

made by the ryots of the villages of Ramnugger 

and Koomree upon the servants and covlies 
attached to the Bagadanga Factory belonging 
tothe Bengal Indigo Company, and to com- 
municate the following observations thereon. 

2. It would appear from thie report, and 
from the memorandum enclosed in your letter, 

No. 88, dated the 22nd ultimo, that ths hostile 

feeling of the villagers against the factory: a1 

the factory servants which Jed to this attuck, § 
which one of the factory servants was killed, is 
owing chiefly to the proceedings of. the Company, 

‘who, throughout the Mulnath Concern, of which - 

the Bagadanga Faotory ie. part, ‘have, «within 

the last few mouths, reduced the price paid to the 
ryote for. Indigo by raising the rte at whicl the 
plantis delivered from four bundles the Rupee, 
which kas been: paid ever since 1860, to six 
bundles. Et wollld,seem ‘also tent the: contracts 
‘made with the ryots at the more favorable tate 
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have been cancelled, and that they have been 
obliged to enter into new contracts at the less 
favorable rate, and at the same time, by some 
alteration in the measurement, to cultivate more 
Jand in Indigo than they were required to culti- 
vate before. It has been conclusively shown on 
a former occasion, and inay therefore now be 
assumed, that the rate of six bundles the Rupee is 
an unremunerative rate. It is 33 per cent. more 
unfavorable for the ryots than the raty which 
lately prevailed in this factory,’ agd which still 
prevails in the neighbouring factory of Khal- 
bolea, and 68 per cent, more unfavorable than 
that which has been adopted in Mr. Hills’ 
Concern, ‘ 

3. The cultivation of Indigo at this unprofit- 
able rate is foreed upon the ryots by the indis- 
eriminate issue of notices of enhancement of rent. 
The ryots, in many cases, rather than etand a 
contest in the Courts, or agreé to pay enhanced 
rents which probably will never be reduced, sub- 
mit to cultivate Indigo at a loss, But the culti- 
vation is hateful to them, and is carried on under 
a sgnse of injustice and wrong which has a direct 
and obvious tendency to excite their ill-will 
against the factory and the factory servants ; 
and so Jorg as this state of feeling, or the ground 
for it, continues, there must always be a risk of 
its exploding, upon slight provocation, in actual 
outrage. “ 

4. It is xfot necessary to suppose that force is 
used to compel the ryots to cultivate Indigo 
against their will, nor does there appear to be 
any ground for the Magistrate’s conjecture that 
force bas been used. The threat of enhance- 
ment isa sufficient engine of compulsion. The 
ryot, rather than. aecept a burden which, he feels 
sure, will be permanent, but which he does not 
feel sure will afford him security against further 
demands, submits to one which is temporary in 
its nature, which he thinks he may, by some 
means or other, be able to shake off, and which is 
for the moment lightened by an advauce in cash, 
or by freedom from pressure on account of old 
debts. But the apparent injustice of baving to 
cultivate and delivér Indigo for less than its 
market value, or lees than it costs to produce it, 
is ever present to his mind, engendering hatred 
to the cultivation of Indigo and to all concerned 
in promoting it. . 

5. The feflection that naturally arises fronf 
this state of things is that it surcly cannot be for 
the real and permanent advantage of any Indigo 
Planter, or any Indigo Planting Company, to 
persevere in measures which have a direct ten- 

jency to produce such a feeling among the ryots. 
Apart from all moral obligations it cannot, in 
the Jong run, be commercially profitable to 
compel men to engage in a losing business by 
threatening them with the enforcement of what 
may be a legal demand of a totally different 
ind. 

G. In the present case it: would appear . that 
the attack, whatever the immediate occasion of 
it may have beén, arose out of a determination 
of the villagers of Ramougger and Koomree net 
to allow Indigo to be sown on-any lands of those 

i! where it had not been gown before. 


Wu 
‘Owing to the difficulty of obtaining evidence it | 


ig aneertain whether the coolias employed by the 
Compeny “kept themselves to’ the | undisputed 
nizabad ldnds “et ‘the factory,” or whether. they 
wore enatpaching on the lands-of some:ryot. who 


was unwilling to cultivate Indigo. “Indeed, it 
may be said that there is nothing to warrant the 
conclasion that any encroachment took place, 
But the result shows conspicuously that the culti- 
vation of Indigo, at any rate on the terms 
allowed by the factory, is extremely distasteful 
to the ryots, and that the compulsory measures 
used to force them to engage init supply a 
motive for hostility and violence which ought 
not to exist. 

7. There can, of tourse, be no justitication of 
the attack upon the coolies, still less upon the 
Dewan, and the action of the Law as against 
those who were concerned in it has been prompt 
and so far satisfactory. The attack happened dh 
the 25th February. The Police were on the spot 
early on the following day, and after investiga- 
tion all those chiefly concerned in the affair were 
arrested and sent in to the Magistrate on the 
27th. On the 15th March they were committed 
to take their trial before the Sessions Court. Mr. 
Birch, the District Superintendent of Police, 
showed’much activity and intelligence on the 
oceasion. 

8. You are requested to submit, through the 
Board of Revenue, your opinion in regard to the 
measures suggested by Mr..Grey in paragraphs 
29 and 30 for restricting the indiscriminate issue 








‘of notives and enabling ryots to relinquish their 
holdings. These measures, however, though 
apparently good and fair as faras they go, can avail 
little to abate the hostile feeling entertained by the 
ryots 60 lofig as it is the practice of the factories 
to compel them, by any extraneous means, to 
enter into losing contracts for Indio, A more 
effectual remedy would perhaps be to determine 
onee for all what isa fair and equitable rate of 
rent payable by every ryot having a right of 
ceenpaney at such rates and to fix it in perpetuity, 
In settling the Land Revenue the Government 
has always exercised an unquestioned right to fix 
the rates of rent payable by ryots during the 
entire currency of a terminable settlement of an; 
duration, and it may not be inconsistent with the 
provisions of Regulation J., 1793, to apply the 
same principle by express Law to ‘ryots enjoying 
rights of occupancy in permanently-settled estates. 
On this point also your opinion is requested. 

9. But it is to the exercise of good faith and 
moderation on the part of those who are placed in 
the relation of landlord and employer towards the 
ryots, gnd to the maintenance of a watchful 
control over the proceedings of subordinate agents’ 
and servunts, rather than to any further action of 
the Legislature, that tke Government would look 
for the removal ot the causes which led to the 
discontents of 1860, aud which, if not removed, 
are but too likely to revive them. Admitting the 
right of the landlord to enhance tho rents of the 
ryots within certain limits, it would be better in 
ali respects, if he thinks proper to enforce that 
right, that he should do go separately and indepen- 
dently of his Indigo transactions, and at the same. 
time enable. the ryots to cultivate Indigo. for him» 
on fair terms,-than that-he should hold the right 
of enhancement tn ferrorom over the rydte in order 
to-compél thew to cultivate Indigo on terma which, 





etaken by themvelves; nre certainly not fair.” Ip ia 
not for the Government to ‘dictate to private: 
persons the manner in which they shall exercise 





their : lawftil calling ; but its cettain ‘that “if 
injustice be done in the matter of Lodigo tobtracts. 
~injustiog which the Law Sainot redob and hig 
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endangers the, peace of the country=it will be the 
duty of the Legislature to find a remedy for it. 

10, Tam to add that, while the Lieutenant- 
Governor gives full credit to Mr. Grey for the 
pains which he has taken to obtain and place before 
the Government full infarmation ag to the imme- 
diate causes of this outbreak, and the antecedent 
state of feeling and relations between the Factory 
‘people and the ryots which indirectly led to it, His 

lonor is of opinion. thae he should not have stated 
"that foree is occasionaily employed to induce 
unwilling ryots to enter into engagements with 
the factory,” when it %s to he inferred from the 
context of bis report that his enquiry on the spot 
has fuiled to bring to light any proved instance of 
forcible coercion, 

11. His Honor would further remark that 
there appears to be nothing te justify the conclu- 
sions arrived at by the Magistrate as set forth in 
the 6th and 7th clauses of the 14th paragraph of 
his report, and that the reasons assigned in the 
16th and 17th paragrapha for the assumption that 
the factory, workmen had encroached to some 
extent upon the ryots’ lands, and thereby afforded 
grounds for their aggressive conduct in the matter, 
are altogether inconclusive. Although the course 
taken by the owners of the factory in. regard to 
Indigo contracts may have excited the ill-feeling 
of the ryote, the result of the enquiry goes to show 
that the attack by the ryots on the factory 
people in this particular instance arose out of no 
immediate or direct provocation on the part of the 
latter. 2 

12. The correspondence will be-sent to the 
Landholders’ and Commercial Association. The 
Association will be requested carefully to consider 
the matter, and take such steps as may scem to 
them likely to bring about a better understanding 
between planters and ryots in respect to the 
cultivation of Indigo, especially in the factories 
‘of the Bengal Indigo Company, and they will also 
be requested to favor the Government with any 
suggestions to that end which may occur to them. 


From F. R. Cockerets, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Secretary, Lundholders’ 
and Commersial Association,—(No, 2187, dated the 4th 
April 1864.) 

Tam directed to forward, for the information 
and consideration of 
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From H. I. Daurien, Exq., Commissioner of the. Nuddew 
Division, to the Officiating Seoretary to the Government 
of Bengal,—(No. 66, dated the 6th’ April 1864.) 


In continuation of my letter No, 88, dated 22nd 
ultimo, and-of the reports which the Magistrate 
has submitted direct to Government on, the pro- 
gress of the enquiry into the Koomree (Baga- 
dangah) case of riot with homicide, I have the 
honor to submit copy of a lef&ter No. 180, dated 
Ist instant, from the Magistrate of Nuddea, 
reporting that all the prisoners have been acqnit- 
ted by a Jury. = 

%, As far as T can judge from the information 
which bas been laid before me during the progress 
of the enquiry it is difficult to imagine any cuse 
in which a conviction might have been expected 
with greater confidence. 

8. I have requested the Sessions Judge to 
favor me with a copy of his remarks on the trial, 
and to let me know the grounds on which the 
Jury based their verdict, with his opinion as to 
their soundness. I shall have the honor of 
addressing the Government again after receipt of 
the Sessions Judge’s reply. 

From E, Gary, Esq., Magistrate of Nuddea, to the Can- 
missioner of the Nuddea Division,—(No. 130, dated the 

et April 1864.) 

In continuation of my report No. 100 of 18th 
March 1864, I have to inform you that the whole 
of the defendants committed for trial in the case 
of culpable homicide at the village of Koomree 
were yesterday acquitted in the Sessions Court. 

2. The result of the trial took the Sessions 
Judge by surprise, as,he had fully anticipated a 
verdict of guilty. 

3. Ihave myself perused the evidence in the 
case, and, assuming as a fact what I have no 
reason to doubt that the evidenge given in the 
Sessions Court did not differ from that recorded by 
the Joint Magistrate, I can come to no other con- 
clusior than that the Jury wero influenced by 
information other than that laid before them in 
Court. : 

4, T need hardly point eut to you the effect 
which the result of this trial is likely to produce, 
and the diftivulty which the system of trial by 
Jury causes to Magisterial and Police Officers res- 
ponsible for the peace of the District as compared 
avith the former system. 

5. The subject is one which I think it my 
duty to press upon the notice of yourself and the 
“Government. - 





From F. R. Cocxennzt, Esq., Officiating Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Govern. 
ment of India, Home Department,—(No. 2457, dated the 
16th April 1864.) ; 


I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor 


ict " to forward, for 
Judicial Proctodings for March 1 forward, 
Nos. 88.08. aie es = submission to His 

rom Commissioner of Nuddes, No. Excel : 
watt died Yih ulti, (ith on: « Heoollency a he 
elon teta of Nudden, Na 5 Serio ene. 
From Magistrate of Nuddos, No. 85, ‘ 7 a 
m Magitra ral,’ the Xecom. 
panying copy of 





aati, alagitate of Nolen No 87, PR 0 
sth ultisno, (wit ure. the’ papers ‘margi- 
aac Magiatrate of Nedde, No. ®, nally noted, havin, 
‘From Commissioner of Nuddes, No. reference .to an 
39, dated and al md (with enelogure) a fray which occur- 
Fionn Association, “No, o187, red on, the 25th" 
ME de Commlarioner of Nitivs, No, February leat, at < 
‘8188, dated 4th intitant. 


> the» Ba; th 
pam the ioner of Nuddos, ee eee 
Ig ts alter ca to the ing 


| tndigo Qompeny.. 
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From J: Broxwitm, Esq., Secretary, Landholders’ and 
Commercial Association, to F. R, Cockrnert, Esq. Off- 
ciating Secretary to the Government of ‘Bengal,—(dated 
the 1dth April 184.) 

I uave to acknowledge your letter No. 2187 of 
the 4th instant, with enclosures, received in dupli- 
cate, one copy of which has been forwarfled to the 
Secretary tu the Beggal Indigo Company, with a 
request that he will submit to-this Association 
suck remarks as he may wish to offer. * 

Inthe meantime 1 am directed by the Committee | 
to make some observations dn the general question 
of the cultivation of Indigo, which suggest them- 
selves not only from the papers commected with the 
subject, but also from your letter to the Commis. 
sioner of Nuddea. 

In the 10th and 11th paragraphs of your letter | 
tothe Commissioner you remark on the conclusione 
arrived at by the Magistrate on insufficient evidence, 
and it appears to the Committee that there are 
other portions of this Otlicer’s report which are 
open to the same remark; and indeed throughout 
it seems clear that every evidence taken was viewed 
with reference to a pre-conceived theory that the 
valtivation of Indigo is unprofitable and hateful to 
the ryot, and therefore that it is not to be believed 
that he voluntarily undertakes it, 

Mr. Grey quotes from the reportr of the Indigo 
Commission and from the memorandum of the 
late Lieutenant-Gévernor to show that the culti+ 
vation of Indigo involves a loss to the ryot of 
Rupees 7 per beegah; but Mr. Grey does not 
allude to the fact, which ought to hgve been in 
his mind, that the statement was based on the 
aieumption that the value of rice produced on a 
beegah was Nupecs 8-10,' whilst in the rent 
enhancement cases which have recently been before 
the High Court on appeal from himself and Mr. 
Elphinstone Jackson it was found, as a fact, that 
the rice erop produced Rupees 4-4. . 

It appears, however, to the Committee that this 
difference of Rupees 4-6 between the assumption 
of the Indigo Commission and the judicial decision 
of the Courts, when the rent demandable by the 
landlord wae in question, is only a small part of 
the fullacy contained in the Memorandum of the 
late Lieutenant-Governor from which the quotation 
is made, This Memorandum: commences thus. 

“Tt is shown that the fairest comparison of the 
return from spring sown Indigo with that’ from 
other ‘crops is the comparison made with early 
rice, both of these crops being sown in the spring. 
and eut in the rains.” 

Nov, it has been stated in the judgment on the 
rent cases before alluded to that in Kishnaghur 
the lands require to tie fallow one year in four to 
prevent the exhaustion of their fertility, and it is 
‘beyond question that Indigo is a green crop which 

the place of a fallow as does the clover crop 
in England, and that, therefore, to contrast it with 
the miiin grain ofthe ryot’ ia like comparing’ 
the clover crop in land with the wheat.crop, 

In‘ Kighnaghur the system of having one-fourth’ 
of the land fail year egrresponde with the 
host ‘common’of: the systems followed in Exgland 












‘the niane.% ot hich 
poco opd ceseticaroniag 





but with the improvements in farming which have 
taken plact the fallow has almost entizely disap. 
peared, and the rotation now is— 

Wheat, 

Roots, 

Barley o Oats, 

Clover. 
Of these four crops the clover takes the place of 


‘fallow, and it would be as reasonable to say that 


clover is an unremunerative crop because it is lees 
valuable than wheat ad'to say that Indigo is an 
unprofitable crop because it js of lower value than 
rice, and then to state the difference as the net 
loss the ryot incurs by growing Indigo, 

On the contrary, instead of saying that the 
tenant lost £5 an acre by his clover crop because. 
it produced so much less than wheat, he would be 
considered to have gained all that the clover pro- 
duced more than the fallow, regard being had to 
the benefit to the fortility of the land for fature 
crops, and so in Kishnaghur Tadigo is not to be 
contrasted with a rice crop, but with the returns 
from the fallow or uncultivated lange with refer- 
ence to thecondition of that lund for:a future grain 


crop. 

_ In England the fallow land was ploughed several 
times and kept free from weeds, whilst in Kishna~ 
ghur the land which bas been called fallow is really 
simply uncultivated and is covered with weeds 
and the natural grasses which spring up, and there 
can scarcely bo a doubt that land so Jeft unculti- 
vated is less benefitted by the rest than if it had 
borne a green crop such as Indigo, and had been 
kept in a gréat measure free from weeds, 

Considered under this view it is evident that 
Indigo even at six bundles to the Rupee may be a 
profitable erop to the ryot, and if.so, that the 
planter and ryot may be believed when they 
assert that the Iatter has undertaken to grow 
Indigo willingly and without preseure. 

Mr. Dampier, in reporting his conversation with 


. « fyote at Bon- 

Calowtte, uth Aprit 1608. gong, shows 

5. Bacxwita, Esa, that men who 
Secretary, Iandholdors’ Association. did not. hold 

fais Ses, their Ignds un- 
Werm reference to that paragraph in Me, ef the Bengal 


Grey’sletter of the Leth March, circulated with 
the letter of the Sooretary to the Govt. of 
Bengal of the 4th instant to the Landboldeny’ 
‘Associntion, in which it is stated thut the 
cultivation of Indigo is hateful to'the Kyat, 
Thave tofitato thet in tho Buraect Concer, 
where the Indigo disturbances first arose, tho 
Kyote bao sineo Ig solieited mmo to 
re-open,,the Concer and té assist theun to 
cultivate Indigo at tho rate ofefive bundlea to 


the fiupeo, they to receive an advauoe after 
the lands had 
botore. 


Indigo, Com- 
pany, and whe 
were not in- 
debted to the 
factory, had 
euteted into 
coutracts to 
grow Indigo at 
six bundles the 
Rupee, and in 
omany” other 
places, ryote 
Sy ore tee 
y: the 
aanfiaetice of 


vown and and 


not 

toi Rersiet Concern bas’ now been closad 
three years, and I have no landed proper? 

or latlaonoy connected with tho Goncere nea, 

‘the compound in which the fictori 


‘hich the 
‘Your's faithfully, “* 

(St) B. Puserwién. 
factories have’ been ‘the: first to 


inw jen at w 
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Indigo, and mang of the planters are scarcely 
petter informed Thus it may often have happened 
fhet the ryot wished ta grow rice when the field 
gyght to have heen Lndigo oy fallow, and that the 
planter pressed to have it sown jn Indigo when its 
proper turn for rice had aeme round, and hence 
the misunderstandings and disputes which have 


erigen. 

The Committee feel satisfied that, however 
imperfectly understood, the Indigo crop has practi- 
cally taken the place of {aflow, and that the ryots 
who have grown Indigg have in fact benefitted by 
the cultivation, although themselves probably 
pnaware that they did go until the discontinuance 
of the Indigo crop showed them that they were 
not Ao well off ae before. 

Tuke, for instance, two ryots, each cultivating 
&wenty beegahs, one of whom grew Indigo and the | 
gather not, the practical affect would be that the 
firet would have his fifteen beegahs of common 
crops, two or three beegahs of Indigo, and two to | 
three uncultivated or dpllow; the second would 
jhave his fifteen beegahs of common crops and five | 
beegahs uncultivated or fallow, and the former | 
would be better off by whatever he got for bis 
Tndigo plant legs any expenses out of pocket con- 
nected with the vrop. 

If this view of the question is correct, as’ the 
Committee feel asarat jt is, it will follow thatthe 
assumption that the rate of six bundles the Rupee 
dg an.unremunerative rate is not borne out, and: 
that: your letter to the Commissioner of the Nuddea | 
Division will require to be greatly modified. 

Bo-far have treated .the question of Indigo: 
syltivation as one between quite independent 
iRarties who have,to.deql with each other through 
thgir mutual interests only, and although it js self. 
evident that 1 Rupee per four bundles is better for; 
the ,ryot than] By pst six bundles, it is 
equally, clear,that-the lower rate may be remunern- 
diye, and it is well known that the real value of the; 
«plant.to.the mannfacturer often differs more than 
14 to.6 ga.three bundles in some .factaries yield 

more:Ipdigo-then six bundles do in others. 

J may be mentioned,.too, as besring on the 
sptioe that.a. Rupee paid in advance is equal, accord. 
sing to-Mir. Elphinstone Jackson’s judgment, to. 
"Bupecs 1,8 paid after delivery. 

+ now come-to-the question of rent. 

The Committee agree entirely with Governmenti 
‘that it would be better in all respects that the! 

Jandlord should exercise his right to arhhanes his; 
(Tents peparately and independently of his Indigo: 
_ tranbactions, and to do™so is eb clearly to the’ 
advantage of the landholder that they cin only; 
;naderstand the two being mixed,up together from! 
athe landbplder fearing to. face the delay, litiga- 
“Hon, and expense attending enhancement. 
Many,landhaldes have ondesvored to, adjust 
¢ ents OR aoe more. favo: to the ryots 
the Courts have decided them 1 entitled 
swith the intention, of abandoning the 
Andige for ‘ever, and others of 


entirely distinct 
tt dither all" sh "ofits ‘have 






to be 







the, uncertainty of the Law 


oy ae a 





ae uy Pe ws to. the Committes, 
| ined is ica Gitoet to 


tenants, some of them should seek to obtain 
compensation in the cultivation of Indigo. 

Ic is understood that the highest rent hitherto 
paid for lands belonging to the Bengal Indigo 
Company is 8 annas per beegah, and as the lands 
are mipposed to be of the same quality as those of 
Mr, Hills, it is not doubted that they are entitled 
to enhance to the extent laid down by the High 
Court, Rupees 1-3 per beegal, with the contint 
gency of « stillehigher rate should certain reserved 
points be found in favor of the landlord, ae 

The Bengal Indigo Company have, however, 
claimed only 1 Rupee per beegah, and there seems 
to be no doubt whatever that they would be found 
entitled to it. If therefore they have offered to 
forego the right to enhance for ten years as a 
consideration for the cultivation of Indigo, it is 
certain that they have offered a very great baon 
to the ryot, and have foregone a great advantage 
to themselves, and it is natural toeuppose that # 
has not been done without some very grave reasons. 

If two ryote holding twenty beeahs ench and 
growing for the factory twenty-four bundles of 
Indigo are contrasted, one paying rent at 1 Rupee 
per beegah, and receiving payment for his Indigo 
at 1 Rupee per four bundles, and the. other hold- 





‘| ing at the old rate, and receiving 1 Rupee per six 


bundles, the latter would be better off by Rupees 
8 than the former, and when the benefit of such 
an arrangement is so obviously in favor of the 

‘ot, it does not appear to the Committee that 
the departure from what would be the better ‘plan 


:| calls for any great complaint in ‘the interest of the 


ryot.* 
The Committee, a8 before said, entirely agree 
that it would be’ better to ‘keép the” Rent’ ati 
Indigo questions quite distinét, because they ‘a 
awate of the ‘tendéney to misconception where tha 
regsure of the landlord appears to be broaght to 
Peer 6n the ryot fur the purpdse of gettiis Indigo, 
although in reality all the advantage is on the 
side of the ryot- eet ue 
*"With regard to Mr. Grey’s remarks the Come 


.| mittee do not, understand whist be means’ by the 
|| indiscriminate service df notices’ of enhantement. 


‘They do not gather that’ he liad ascertained that & 
Bingle notice had been served on ‘any ryot nét 
liable to enhancement, and they can only conctive 
that he objecté to the general service of notices; 
‘but where the rente have been uniformily low and 
are to be raised, it seems most natural and nape 
that the enhancement should be general, and this 
‘can only be effected by derving notioes on every 
ryot under, the terms of the’ Act. 4 
~'These observations of Mr. Grey appear to the 
Committée ‘open to fle satné remarks as wre 
‘applied to other parts of his report in the 10th aud 
‘Lith paragraphs of your letter to the Commissioner 
of Nuides, and it is to be hoped that no” hasty 
‘action will be taken on so vague ‘and incdnsiderate 
a mggestion. : : 
It’ may be found that Acts X/ and VI. may 
reqnire'to be altered, but this -Asdociation “have 
deprecated any flirther legislation: until'thé work- 
‘ing’ of the Law ‘has been’ ascertainédy and they 
deprecated ctill further thé agitation of amend. 
ments whénever defects are dag 1 in the 1éose 
and hesty mariner which chitacterize the ‘roniarks 
of Mr, Grey, and they tr foxe, that ‘your 
Sustrdotions to Mr. Dam; ier to subnsit catia 


that grbat is 
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whom the ryots look for advice should explain to 
them the Benefit of *observing a systematic 
rotation of crops, and should show them that 
Indigo grown in proper proportion and in due 
rotation would come in the place of the fallow 
and would be an addition to the general returns 
from their holding, and that thie ‘Association 
should impress upon the Kishnaghur Planters the 
propriety of their observing themselves, and induc- 
ing their ryote to observe, a proper rotation 
of crops, so that it might become obvious to the 
Jatter that Indigo did not take the place of rice 
but that of the tallow, and was irf fact an addition 
to their own crops and not in substitution of any 
one of them. 

Whenever this truth has been recognized and 
made evident, it may be hoped that Indigo 
cultivation will go on without any quarrels more 
serious than those which usually attend the deal- 
ings hetween buyer and seller, and the Officers of 
Government, having divested themselves of the 
theory that Indigo cultivation is necessarily 
unprofitable and hateful, will be able to give a 
fair interpretation to evidence, and to exercise 
their due and proper influence in adjusting the 
differences which may arise between planters and 
ryote either on Indigo or Rent questions. 





From J. Brexwitn, Esq., Secretary to the Landbolders’ 
and Commercial Asvociation, to FR. Cockrnent, Esq. 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— 
(dated the 3rd May 1864.) 

On the 14th April I acknowledged receipt of 
your letter of the 4th, No. 2187, with its enclo- 
sures, and at the same time I ctated that £ copy had 
been forwarded to the Secretary to the Bengal 
Indigo Company, with a request that he would 
submit such remarks as the Company might wish 
to offer. i 

A reply to that commmnication has now been 
received, dated the 29th ultimo, and I am directed 
to wend copy of it and of the reply made to it 
under the direction of the Committee for the 
information of Government. 

In this communication from the Bengal Indigo 
Company will be found corroboration of what was 
advanced in my letter of the 14th as to the mis- 
take made in supposing that the cultivation of 
Indigo is unprofitable when the plant is sold at 
six bundles for the Rupee, and indirectly it is 
shown that the manufacture of Indigo plant 

urchased at that rate may be unremunerative. 

La appears that cultivators on a large scale, who 

are entirely uncobnected with, and beyond the 

influence of, the Malnath Concern, and who have, 
for some years past, mannfactured their own 

Indigo nt, are desirous to continue the 

oultivation, selling the plant at six bundles the 

Rupee, and are, at the same time, anxious to give 

up the manufacture of the plant on their own 

account and risk. 

This would seem to the Committee to prove that 
in some factories it will not pay to make Indigo 
from plant purchased at four bundles the Rupee 
oreven at,eix, and further that it does pay the 
ryot -to grow the plant.at six bundles the Rapee 
even where there are no indirect inducements to 
do so beyond part peyment in advance. 

Tt ie in. this, letter from the Bengal 
Indigo-Company that the area under Indigo: does 
not exceed one sixteenth of the land held by the 

ective. ryote, and that the Indiga is, grown’ 
ither dn lend noguited tor'riee.or in mation 


Sos fallow, ‘and. thus. it appease that thers <ig) | 





nothing either in the proportion of land under 
Indigo or in the order it takes in the rotation of 
crops which warrants its being contrasted with 
the rice crop as a test of its being a remunerative 
crop or otherwise, - 

As mentioned in my dormer letter the propars 

tion of {fallow to oultivated lands in the Risa: 
ghur District is stated in Mr. Elphinstone Jacks 
son’s judgment to be Yor 25 per cent., and in. 
calculating the amount® available for rent he 
divides the produce of ‘sixteen becgahs by twenty- 
three, allowing thus seven, beegahs of fallow for 
sixteen beegahs under crop, or in fact making the 
proportion of fallow to cultivation a little over. 
80 per cent. It thus appears from the letter of 
the Bengal Indigo Company that without deduct- 
ing the portion of Indigo grown on land incapa- 
ble of producing rice at all, the land in Indigo is 
little more than one-fifth of the fallow on each 
ryot’s holding. : 
‘ This proportion is undoubtedly Jess than it 
would be the interest of the ryot to cultivate in 
Indigo did he observe the rotation of crops on a 
regular system, but it is probably partly regulated 
by the fallow land he can cultivate with the 
plough, eattle, and labor required for his other 
crops, and withent cash outlay, and is partly 
owing to hia ignorance of the exact manner in 
which the cultivation of Indigo as a rotation crop 
benefits him, 

‘The Committee are satisfied that the more the 
subject is considered and enquired into the more 
certain it will appear that the cultivation of 
Indigo has been and is an advantage to the ryot 
as well as to the landlord and planter ; and they are 
convinced that if exact statistics existed, it would 
be found that the discontinuance of the cultiva- 
tion of Indigo which has been brought about-dur- 
ing the last four years has not, in any perceptible 
degree, led to an increase in the cultivation of 
rice or any other crop, and that consequently the 
destruction of the ‘Indigo industry has been a 
deduction from the agricultural returns of the 
District to the full amount of its value, and it 
is difficult to believe it possible that any agricul- 
tural product of great value can be discontinued 
with no compensating increase in other crops 
without the change having an injurious. effect on 
the ryots as well as upon the landholders and, 
planters. ’ 

Even supposing that some little inerease in the 
Jand under rice crop should have taken place, such 
increase cin only have been obtained by neglect- 
ing the observance of the rotation of crops found 
to be required, and consequently at the expense of 
the future fertility of the land; but from. the 
information, of the command at the Association {t 
is believed that no such increase hus, ‘in. point of 
fact, taken place, and that, therefore, the dimi- 
nution of the total returns of the District has 
been in proportion to the decrease in the produc- 
tion of Trayeo, and thongh no doubt the loss “bas 
fallen heaviest on the ‘planter, still that a coh. 
siderable portion’ has to be borue by the ryote or 
by the landholders where rente bave’ tallen into 
arreais. & Renee hg 

The Committee are fully | convinced -6f the: 
souridnese of the views 1 liave been direotad: 
vet forth, and if they dwell ‘npow thé snbjest 
what seems to. them  unnecissary’ yee it 





[197] 


because it is most iniportant that His Honor the 
Lieutensnt-Governor should: satisfy himself that 
Indigo ‘cultivation is an advantage alike to the 
ryot, planter, and landholder, and having ¢o0 
satisfied himeelf, that he should adopt such means 
ae seem to him advisable tS remove the miscon- 
ception existing amongst those who have to re- 
present Government in the Indigo Districts. 

» With regard to the Reyt question and the in. 
structions given to the Commissioner of Nuddea 
to submit suggestions to*the Board of Revenue 
for the alteration of the Rent Acts just as the 
Law has been in some degree settled and made 
clear by the decision of the High Court, the 
Committee consider the subject too important to 
be treated of incidentally ina discussion relating 
to the cultivation of Indigo, and the Association 
will, therefore, address to you a separate letter 
upon the Rent question. 
From A. Wrtsow, Esq., See to the Bengal Indi 

Company, to J. Brcxwrrm, Esq, Secretary to the 

Landholders’ and Commercial ‘Assusiation,—(ated the 

39th April 1864.) ‘ 

T aw directed to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of the 9th instant, handing mea copy of 
correspondence connected with thy recent distur- 
bance in the Mulnath Concern, and requesting 
me to submit such remarks and informations as 
will enable the Committee of the Association to 
go into the subject with the facts fully before 
them. 

The general facts as regards the outrage upon 
the factory servants, resulting in the death of 
an Ameen named Rammohun Banerjea, are 
already in the possession of the Association and 
are detailed in the correspondence sent to the 
Committee, and I need not, therefote, further 
allude to this part of the subject than to state 
that the Native Jury, in the face of the clearest 
évidence, and regardless of the charge for a con- 
viction by Mr. Thompson, the Sessions Judge, 
before-whom the case was tried, returned a verdict 
of not guilty on all counts in favor of all the 
prisoners. 

T would submit that this is a favorable oppor 
tunity for the Association making a representa- 
tion to Government on the subject of Native 
Tories, as showing that at present it is impossible 
to punish the perpetrators of an outrage where 
the opposing parties are a planter and hissryots, 

I will now endeavor to reply as briefly as 
possible in a*general way tq Mr. Grey’s “letter of 
the 18th, and Mr. Dampias’s Memorandum of the 
22nd March, and to Mr, Cockerell’s letter of the 
4th instant. From these it would appear that 
"the cause of the outrage was chiefly owing to 
the change which has been made in the Mulnath 
Concern sinee the commencement. of the present 
seagon‘in reducing the price paid to the ryote 
for Indigo, by ‘raising the rate at which the plant 
is‘délivered from tour -bundles the Rupce to six 
bundjeg,-‘and that this unprofitable rate is forced 


‘upon’ by the indiscriminate issue of 
Notices of enhancement of rent.” The Officiating 
Si ‘tothe Government of Bengal, in para- 


grep 9 ‘of his letter, states that “it is his opinion 
it.svould be better in. all respects‘ for the 
eep his Indigo transactions 












tate and distinct from hi ts,” With 
ayia : ‘Diseotore fully concur, aad 
the tha endeavor of the Com- 
iy Managers, to keep the Lmdigo | 


and Zemindaree aceounts separate and distinct, 
It may or may not be the case that the cause of 
the sabres, arose from the change of rate from 
four bundles to six bundles for the Rupee, bat it 
is ultogether a gratuitous and unwarrantable as- 
sumption on,the part of any man to state that 
such was the case without bringing some facts to 
bear it out. The outrage occurred in a village 
where there was,no ryoty cultivation, and where 
we were cultivating our own Neezabad lands with 
our own hired iabourers, No ryoty cultivation 
has heen attempted in that village sines 1460, 
The collection of rents was found to be atteniled 
with much delay and difficulty ; having, however, 
to do with the same set of ryote, it has heen found 
difficult to keep the two questions entirely dis. 
tinct; the ryots were perfectly willing, however, 
to enter into new contracts for the consideration 
which was offered to them both as regards the 
Elaka and Be-Elaka ryots, over the latter of 
whom we have no control whatever. 

It was therefore resulved that all new contrasts 
for the current season should be made at aix 
bundles for the Rupee without enhancement, and 
although, according to the Managers report, 
some ryots, both Elaka and Be-Klaka, have 
voluntarily, and for certain inducements, exchanged 
their contracts made last year at four bundles for 
new contracts at six bundles, there are still a con- 
siderable number of ryots who have preferred re- 
maining at the rate ab which they contracted last 
year, viz., four bundles for the Rupée. 

The question after all is one of remuneration, 
and although the Officiating Secretary to the 
Bengal Government assumes that the rate of six 
bundles the Rupee is an unremunerative one to 
the ryot, he overlooks the fact that the guantity 
of land- sown by any ryot in Indigo forms but a 
small proportion of his entire jummah, the avera, 
in the Mulnath Concern this season being only 
one beegah in sixteen. 


There cannot be a doubt, therefore, that in an 
average of seasons it is more profitable for the 
ryot to pay onlya low rent for his sixteen beegahs 
and sow one beegah in Indigo, receiving early in» 
the year a cash advance, and on settling his ac- 
counts with the factory at the end of the season 
whatever balance may be due to him, than to ob-* 
ject to sow one beegah in Indigo and have to pay 
an enhanced rate of rent for his whole jummah 
of sixteen beegahs: it is quite optional for the 
ryot to take what course he thinks will pay him 
best. 


The Directors cannot admit that the cultivation 
of Indigo per s¢ is hateful to the ryots. In the 
Mulnath Concern Indigo is grown in and about 
the villages where the rice crop does not answer; 
its leaves falling on the ground serve as manure 
for their cold weather crops, and in the event of 
early rains the ryots-would willingly sow large 
quantities of extra land in Indigo in preference to 
sowing rice, being only too glad of a rotation of 
crops on their paddy lands ; it is the only crop 
which takes the place of a fallow, and it cannot be 
to the interest, of the ryot to go on cropping his 
land year after year without something in the way 
of a Totation-erop. If he chooses the other alterna- 
tive of leaving a portion of his jammeh fallow, it 
becomes, in the course of a short.time, a mass of 
vweeds and jungle, which of course gives him no 
yetarn, and it requires extra expenditure whenevey 


it-is. again’ t into eultivation, 
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‘With reference to the indiscriminate isece of 
wotices of enhancement, which the Officiating 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal considers 
‘98 a sufficient engine of compulsion to compel 
the ryots to grow Indigo against their will,” a 
Zemindar has the unquestionable riget of serving 
‘all his ryots with eukancement notices. {t is the 
‘only means he has of getting » feir rent for hie 
dand, and should the Planter Zemindar prefer 
making an arnm; with his ryote on. the 
‘principle of their cultivating for him a portion of 
their jummahs in Indige and paying him their 
‘old tents to exposing himself to all the annoyance 
and ¢ of collecting bis enhanced rents 
through the Courts. The Directors fail to see in 
the policy which they have always parsued towards | 
their ryots any: grounds for Mr. Cockerell’s asser- | 
‘tion “the cultivation of Indigo in their | 
‘Converns is carried on under a venee of injusti 
and wrong which has a direét and obvious tendency 
to excite the ill-will of the ryots agzinst the | 
factory.” ‘On the contrary their constant ‘endea- 
vour has been to act with ‘tie most, perfect honesty, 
‘and fairness towards their ‘ryote, ‘knowing «well 
that any other course ‘would only end -in loss and | 
ruin to their property. | 

You will note that the fr ing . remarks are 
‘only applicable to ‘our ‘Blaka ‘ryote, and I-now: 
bee te ‘make u few ‘observations rogerding the 
cultivation df Indigo in our Bo-'Alaka villages ; 
here of oourse'rents do not enter into the question, 





Mr. Dampier, in‘his Memorandum ‘enclosed in 
dis:letter tothe Bengal Government, dated ‘22nd 
March, refers to-certaim rybts avbo ‘had cancelled 
their contracts at-the rate of four bundles and had 
entered irito new contracts at six: bundles for the 
‘Rupee. This natorally requires an explanation sand 
‘with this.object. I wrote to Mr. ‘Tripp, onr .Mans- 

¢r,-to-give'me.a specific answer to the «question 
Yipee to-him on this eubject; itrwwas, “ shat ‘wea: 
the consideration which indueed the Be-Elaka 
ryote to cancel their .oontracts entered into at 


four bundles and ign new ccm at six butelie 
for the Rupee.” He says, “in reply to paragrap! 
B, in whick you asked me’ what Infuosl the Be- 


Fyots to cancel ‘their contracts at four 
bundles ‘for six bundles, “I “beg to. state that the 
ryote did so for many reasons; they are all more 
or leas indebted to the factory ; consequently I 
adade them :an offer, if they would settle their 
gccourtts at six bundles whatever quantity of 
plant they gave they would receive half the price 
of thewanie, and the remaining half would goto 
the credit of their balances, ink pendent of which 
they would get the usual advances. ‘This en- 
oburaged ‘many to come in ‘and settle their 
secoubts. I have also assisted mi in a pecu- 
winty’way by giving them small loans without 
thtereat; they look ‘upon this as a grest bodn 
when troubled A their Zemindars and ‘“Mahajans. 
At Benassole [have beet obliged to limit the 
ciiti¢etion: with the Be-Blike ryote ‘owing to the 
fastory' ‘being too'emall to admit of a larger cal- 
Gtation ‘than what it hie got. I may here 











have when I repeat that the six bundles settlement 
is remunerative tothe ryote in this Conesmm. Laat 
year only a few of the Be-Hlaks ryote settled 
their accounts, consequently eancelling the fonx 
‘bundles with them has been on « comparatively 
amall coale, { trust that ¢hie explanation will be 
sufficient to show that ‘the Be-Hlaka ryots were 
induced to settle their aecounte only of their omg 
free will, and I deny in, tote any coercive mea~ 
sures being used by mysdif, any of the sasistants, 
or the servants of the Concer, As @ proof 
that the six bundles awangement is a mutual 
wnderstanding, I have nearly 5,000 beegabr 
eown in this Concern.” 

I give you also another extuact from Mr, 
Tripp’s letter of the 14th instant, mhere he 
ays, “that the six bundles rate is still remunera- 
tive is strikingly proved by the fact of three 
villages (Be-Elaka) which never before sowed 
for the Concern having this year settled at 
‘that rate for ten years?’ Such is Mr. Tripp’s 
report, and there js no reason to suppose that 
he is not stating what is the fagt when he gays 
that the six bundles arrengement is a profitable 
one for the ryot. 

‘When you consider the difficulty that a planter 
experiences it getting his own Elaka ryot 
come in and settle their accounts, it is absurd to 
suppose that the Manager of a Concern can have 
the power of coercing Be-Elaka villages, whera 
the factory does not own a beegah of land, and 
of compelling the .ryots not only to engage to 
grow Tndigo for ‘him at 6 certain rate, but,to 
cancél their contracts before they have expired 
for others apparently not so advantageous, unless 
the ryote agreed to do ao voluntarily and of their 
own le 
‘With réference to the alteration -made inthe 
ize of the beegah and in the length of. the rossga 
alluded to by Mr. Dampier, Mr. Tripp ‘has 
introduced ‘the beegah, containing 21,511 square 
feet, im place of the beegah adopted by as. Tae 
mour in 1860, which eontained 17,666 square feet. 
‘The russee in use is eighty hauths and not 110 
hauthe, as stated in Mr. Dampier’s, memoraydum. 
This alteration in the size of the beegah 
each ryot individually to a very trifling extent 
when you consider the small proportion of hig land 
sown in Indigo, and that he is paid for his Plant 
not by the beegah but by the dundle, No 

It wenld appear from the printed ° 
thst My.. Grey, in his earnest endeavour to. ox 
out the orders of the*Lioutenant-Governer in 
taining information fa to’ the nature of the 1 
tion and state of feeling existing ‘between * 
*Malnath Fastory ce i rye 8 spootent to, 
outrage at. Koomree Village, given’ 
dence to the statements made by the xyota who 
hares abe the Eepuiation af conning Soemtcines 
to stric y speaking, e trath even when in Qourt ; 
and when they have an oppor of dilating g 
their imagined wrongs 1 adobe to the': 

i person, and in their own villages, it 6 
ely they wotld ‘lose “euch .an -exoeitent 
chance o ageking their position to ‘be x by 
“possible. ‘The only. opportunity My, a 
to have had (with the exception 
Antetview he hed'with Mr. Grey)’ of, 
‘the Authorities bis relation, witty’ bis: 
adtien of quentions seat to:hin 
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been published with the rest of the correspon- 


ence, +: # 

The Committee will, I think, agree with the 
Directors ‘in thinking’ that theaa questions are 
more those of 0 partizan counsel than of a Ma- 
gistrate specially appointed to obtain unbiased 
information regarding the state of fecling between 
the Manager of the..Mulnath Concern aad his 
Tyofs. ‘ 

I would only farther remark that the cause of 
this murder and outrage iswhown in the answers 
of Mr, Grey’s own letter.of the 18th ultimo. In 
eases of murder, of j@rjury, and of forgery the 
Native. receives sympathy, or escapes with 
impunity; the Enropean is watched, suspected, and 
looked upon as. contraband ; the Nutive knows 
this, and naturally acts avourdingly. 

T'have to apologize for the delay that has taken 
place in’replying to your letter, but it hus arisen 
from my haying: only just received the informa- 
tion I called for from the Factory. 

Questions, 

1. At what rate (i ¢. how many bundles for 
‘the Rupee) are the agreements for cultivation of 
Indigo being made ut present with the ryots of 
the villages under your management ? j 

2. What was the rate of such agreements 
as were executed last year ? 

3. So far as you are aware, are there any 


circumstances existing in the villoges ander your ! 


management which make the labor aud expense 
required for the cultivation of Indigo less than 
‘that required in villages under the Manager of 
Khalbolea? If so, what are the circumstances ? 

» 4e Is it not your present practice to offer to 
ryote who object ‘to cultivate Indigo the alter- 
native of agreeing to cultivate or of having their 
rents raised ? 

5. As a general rule do the ryots execute 
agreemente to cultivate Indigo exept under pres- 
sure applied in the shape of the alternative just 
mentioned 

6., How many (or about how many) agree- 
ments to cultivate Indigo have been made in 
the villages y/'this District ander your manage. 
ment within the Inst six months ? 

1, How many (or about how many) suite for 
enhancement of rent have been filed with respect 
fo the same villages as those mentiuned in the 
last question? . 5 

8. What is your opinion as i the cause of 

‘recent outrage at Koomree village ?» 
% Have the ryots for any.of them) in that 
village agreed to sow Indigo ? 

‘Ls. -Have any’ notives of enhancement of rent 
of lagde in that village been lately issued ? 
> op Esq., Manager to the Bengal. Indigo 
"Baap B Gat bogy egits ol Cobain 
‘Nuddeg—(aajed the 1éth March 186%.) 
ae Ya recells of your letter of the 8th instant, 

ing cote list of questions yogarding. the 
ead ‘oultivating Indigo at present pursued, 











ulwath Concern; for the: information. of 
‘Govériment, and which you geqest “f° will 
‘Miink, however; instead of replyiver.to your 

iaiie, she: beet way: to oadney to you 
: ‘Beqaite. is ‘to: ° 
















‘Saree in the Converag unger 





eoeount, in a gencral way, | 


For some time previous to the late disturbances 
in the Indigo Districts the rate at which the 
ryots contracted td grow Indigo and deliver it 
ab the factory was six bundles for the Rupee, 
and this was the practice in both the Khulbolea 
and Mulnath Concerns, and at that time the 
cultivation, of the latter was very much larger 
than it now‘is, 

For vurious reasons it.was thought advisable to 
make a changg in the rate of bundles, reducing 
the number from six to four, with the view to 
make the cultivation as remunerative us possible 
to the ryots, and at the same time profitable for 
the Concern. 

This system was tried for some years, but it 
was found that whilst on the lands in the Khal- 
bolea Concern (which are far superior to that of the 
Mulnath Concern) the produce from four bundles 
per Rupee left a profit tothe fuctory as well as 
to the ryots,in this Concern it left a positive 
loss to the Bengal Indigo Compuny from the dif- 
ference in the yield from the plant. 

It was therefore resolved by the Directors last 
year to return to the original six bundles system, 
on my representing to them that in frequent 
conversation 1 hud had with the ryots on the 
subject they had expresred their willingness to 
return to the old system and to enter into fresh 
contracts to grow Indizo fur the Concern at the 
old rate, and three-fourths of the cultivation of 
the present season has been settled for at this 
rate. 

With reference to the enhancement of rents t#® 
which you allude in your questions Nos. 4 and 5, 
as the alternative given to ryots who refuse to 
contract to cultivate Indigo at the present rate, 
I have only to remurk that it is perfectly optional 
for the ryots either to grow their plant and sell 
it at what ic will fetch, viz., six bundles for the 
Rupke, or to have nothing whatever to do’with 
Indigo, and to pay me one Rupee per beegsh a 
rent for their lunds. Itis a calculation for them 
to make which course will pay them best, -I have 
no means of compelling them to cultivate apy 
crop they do not wish to grow ; but as my object 
is to make Indigo, unless they sow for me a taic 


‘| portion of their lands with that crop I cannot be 


expected to allow them to remain at the nominal 
rents they ure now payin. 

Since the commencement of the current season 
1863-G4 from 7 to 8 thousand ryots have, up to 
date, settled to-cultivate Indivo in the different 
villages in the Nuddes District under my manage- 
ment, and the number of enhancement suits filed 
against’ ryots in these villages ars between 4 tu 
600. 

With reference to yout question No. 8, regard- 
ing the cause of the outrage in the Koomree 
village, the only reasons I can give are those 
contained in my letter of the 26th February last 
to the Secretary .of the Company, a copy of 
which I believe is in your poseession. 

Since the outrage took place many vf the-ryots 
of the village in question and Ramnaghur have 
ome in and settled their seman bi tne fac. 

and agreed to sow Indigo on the present 
trepeading ‘The enhancement notices refer- 
red toin my letter to.the Secretary were served 
enor about the 14th ultimo, and subsequent to 
the vuttaze in the villages of -Kovmree and 
“Ramnaghur: 
< Ttrust the foragoing will eaable you to supply 
whet, iaformatioa ‘the Gurernment: sequizes “on 
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the eubject of Indigo cultivation in this Concern, 
and 1 shall be happy to give you any further 
particulars should you wish it, 





From J. Becxwrrn, Esq. Setretary to the Landholders’ | 


‘and Commercial Associxtion, to A. Warsow, Bsq., Seere- 

tary to the Bengal Indigo Companty,—(dated the 2nd 

Mey 1864.) 5 

I uave to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of the 29th ultimo, remarking on the enclosares 
sent to the Association with the lefter of the 4th 
‘April, from the Government of Bengal, and 
forwarded to you in mine of the 9th April. 

Tam directed by the Committee to state that: 
they are quite satisfied that so long as the cultiva- 


tion of Indigo is kept within moderate bounds as | 


compared with the respective holdings of the 
ryots, and is made o rotation crop taking the 
place of fallow, it is remuncrative to the ryots 
even at six bundles to the Rupee. 

Being go satisfied, they are quite prepared to 
believe that the ryots within the Mulnath 
Concern have voluntarily entered into agreements 
to cultivate Indigo on those terms even where no 
further inducement has been held out to them ; but 
they think it is a great pity that existing engage- 
ments at four bundles the Rupee have not been 
allowed to work themselves out at that rate instead 
of being exchanged, as many of them bave been, 
for new contracts at six bundles the Rupee. 

It appears to the Committee that in dealing 
with people of the limited intelligence of the bulic 
of the Bengal ryots, it is desirabe that the most, 
‘scrupulous adherence to engagements should be 
observed, for not only does any change which is 
apparently to the disadvant#ye of the ryot give 
opportunity for mistepresentation, but it is more 
than probable that the ryot himaclf, although he 
acquiesced in the change at the time, may after- 
wards come to think himself or to be talked into 
the belief that he has been unfairly dealt witl. 

The Committee do not question the sufficiency 
of the consideration given for the exchange of 
terms; where a relinquishment of the right to 
enhance low rents for ten years was the considera- 
tion, they think it more than sufficient ; and of the 
consideration given to the ryots who are not 
tenants of the Company, they have no sufficient 
means of judging ; but without wishing to interfere 
improperly, they think they may express their 
opinion that the cancelling of these existing eon- 
tracts was unadvisable. 

With regard to the enhancement of rents the 
Committee concur in the opinion expressed by 
the Government of Bengal, that it would be better 
that the Zemindaree and Indigo operations ehould 
be kept separate; but they cannot but see that 
the mixing up of the two has, in the case of your 
Company, been, entirely to the advantange of the 
rot, and they “do not see why any third party 
should complain of it in bis interest. ni the 
Committee are correct: in supposing that the old 
rate of rent is not more than 8 annas per beegah, 
and that. in accordance with the decision of the 
High Court | Rupee would"be a very moderate 
rent, it would seem that you give up the right 
of enhancing Your rents to the extent of Rupvea‘8 
in sixteen beegahs for the sake of getting ten to 
fifteen bundles of Indigo, the produce of one 
beegah,’ at the rate of six bendles to the Rapee. 

The Committee doem it of the, grentest ‘impors 
tance that every practicable means “thou 
adopted to zemove the mi shensicn fhat.exinte 
amongat the Officérs of Government and others ‘ax 





to the unremunerative nature of Indigo cultiva- 

tion, and they recommend to your ‘Managers @ 

to all Indigo Planters the A fasbites observance 

the rotation system, so that, the: ryote and: ‘alt 

others may understand that Indigo takesthe place 

of fallow in renewing the fertility of the soil, and 

that it does not displacé rice or any other crop. 
=e : 

From. J. Bacrwrtn, Isq., Secretary to the Landholders” 
and mercial Association, to F. R. Cocxers.., Esq, 
Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal,— 
(dated the 3rd May 18649 


In my former letters of the 14th April and 8rd 
instant, by direction of the Committee, I confined 
my remarks to those points in Mr. Grey’s letter. 
and in the letter from the Government of Bengal 
to the Commissioner of Nuddea, which related to 
the special circumstances of the particular case, 
and to the relations between the buyers and 
growers of Indigo. 

But both those letters touch also on the larger 
questions as between Landlord and Tenant in a 
manner which the Association cannot but dissent 
from. 

*The Association beg to remind the Bengal 
Government that the land within the limits of 
the perpetual settlement is in no case, and in no 
sense, the land of the ryot ; but that in every case, 
and to the fullest extent, the land and the actual 
property in the soil are vested solely in the repre~ 
sentatives of the original Landowners, Zemindars, 
and others with whom the perpetual settlement 
was made. Even the then Khoodkast ryots are 
declared by Section 60 of Regulation 8 of 1793, 
and by the 10th Section of Regulation 51 of 
1195, to have merely a right “not to be dis- 
possessed so long as they continue to pay the 
stipulated Pergunnah or market rate.” 

The Association beg also to remind the Bengal 
Government that this scle and entire right of pro- 
perty was not conferred by the perpetual settle. 
ment as a gift, but as o bargain for valuable con- 
sideration, and as such is not only declared by 
Regulation I of 1798, Section 7, “ not liable 
to alteration by any persons whom the Court of 
Directors may hereafter appoint to the adminis- 
tration-of their affairs in this country,” but. also 
forms part of the private right of the enbjeot 
which all civilized laws have uniformly held to 
be beyond the power of re-consideration or alters 
nation by the State. 

The very essence and necessary enndition af 
this right is the Landowner’s power to.deal as he 
likes witlt his own, or,in the case of land to let 
it only to those whom,,he chooses, and on such 
terms only as he pleases. ; 

The recognized power of the Legislature or of 
the Judiciary under these circumstances extande: 
but to hold ‘the landowner to such concessions as 
he may have been pleased to make, dr subject. to 
which the bargain was made by Government with 
him. The latter in this case can, by the terms 
-of«the Code of 1793, only apply to the. actual 
Jand then and aver since held Kboodkast. by suc 
cession. ss 

It is because for seventy years the servants’ of 
the Indien G@gvernment have been struggling: 
against this necessary consequence. of their pre. 
decessor’s great acts that principles have: been 
encouraged such as’appenr in the two letters tow 
under comment, and that gato -eurtalimentasat 
the Landowner’s righta: have : been. i 

0 


effected by a derics of Begs 
‘tiated in Act X.of 185%: 








{ 2b]. 


By that Act the old Khoodkast tenants, whose 
only claim was -to 2 preferenae of aceupation so 


jong as they paid the market rate of rent, were |, 


converted into proprietors of ‘their holdings ‘at’ a, 
fixed gult-rent, and all the modern tenants: with 
no rights at all, whom the landowner’s kindness 
had not.ejected within tweWe years, were given 
the rights of preference at the market rate, which 
only properly Kelonged to the Khoodkast tenants, 
dating from the settlement, and to such others as 
the landowners had sineé been pleased to concede 
similar advantages to. * 2 

By this measure the @ahdlord’s rights over ‘his 
own sole property and its occupants have been 
much curtailed, and yet the Secretary of Bengal’s 
letter now under discussion actually suggests a 
atill more serious attack upon the rights of pro- 
perty without apparently perceiving the grave 
consequences of What it proposes as a remedy for 
an inconvenience solely of the Legislature’s own 
making. Mr. Cockerell’s letter snys at Clause 
8: “A more effectital remedy for discriminate issue 
of notices of enhancement would perhaps be to 
determine once for all what ig.a fair and equitable 
rate of rent payable by every ryot having a right 
of occupancy at such rates, and to fix it in per- 
petuity.” 

The Government of Bengal does not apparently 
see that this suggestion really proposes that the 
same valuable ownership ab a small quit-rent 
which Act X. improperly conferred at the land- 
lord’s cost on the few descendants of the old 
Khoodkast tenants should be extended to the 
innumerable modern tenants to whom Act X. 
first, gave any rights at all, thereby taking from 
the landowner his entire property interest over 
the greatest portion of his Estate, and forcibly 
making him pro fanto a mere fixed annuitant in- 
stead of a large landowner. 

‘The proposal to determine once for all. what is 
a fair and equitable rent and to fix it in perpé- 
tuity is ipso facto the benefit conferred on the 
Zemindar by the perpetual settlement. Govern- 
ment servants have for seventy years blamed this 
effect of the perpetual settlement aud combated 
its extension to the rest of India on the ground 
that Government was thus prevented raising the 
rent with the incroased fertility of the land and 
the increasing money value of the produce. And 
yet this suggestion proposes in the same manner 
to transfer the main benefit of the perpetual 
settlement from the then Government Grantee to 
ail his numerous tenants, fo whom he fave only 
a tenancy from year to yaar, bat to whom Act X. 
most unjustifiably gave a right of occupancy. 


, What security ean there be for properly where, 
Beeause the prasantry combine in a murderous 
assault on their landlurd’s servants for the mere 
exercise of his property rights, the Governfhent 
of ‘the eountry. prepares to transfer the beneficial 
interests from the.landownets to the tenantry ? 
What would now be the condition of Ireland if, 
whenever an agrarian outrage had been there 
committed, the Government. had proposed forci- 
‘bly to-concede tenant right tobe Cottiers in 

“dettiment of the Jandlord’s rights Bf ownership? 
‘The Association must also call attention to some 
of Me. Grey's remarks as evidenging an entire mis- 
cobneption of ‘this:the tro state of things, which 
pion: the Secietary of Bengal’s letter 
‘by explication, 4 









: He does not seem to perceive that thie ia mero- 


“Mx, Grey giver in Clause 26 an the rat's IY saying that 
reasons for preferring to poy less rent in Tn 0 the tenant 





“to paying more rent in money thet: “In tl A 
frat place the agreement for Indigo ix Timited , £28 to defer 
twa definite poriod, wheres the rant if raised a8 long as 


possible, and 
4 ultimately to 
evade rendering his proper and just dues to his 
Jandlord. Instead of blaming the tenant there- 
fore, he treats the landlord as blamable, first, for 
facilitating the tenant’s indirectly paying his 
dues in kind ; and secondly, because he does not 
also, to his own loss, confer cn the tenant some 
further gratuitous henefit which the tenant would 
also like to have in addition, 

These are very palpable and beneficial reasons 
for the tenant prefer- 
ring to pay in Indigo 
instead of in money. 
The only cause for 
wonder is that an olfi- 
cial should see anything 
unreasonable therein, and that he should assum 
it as inevitable, as right and as proper, that when 
alandlord merely asks for a fair share of the 
increased yearly return from his own land, every 
tenant should resist that demand to the utmost. 

An increase of rent is in all countries a source 
of discontent to the 
tenant, but Indian offi- 
cials are probably the 


ae, wosild ‘be raised for ever in the opinion of 


Tn the seme Clanse 26 Mr. 
Grey anya: “The agreement to 
sow seotires them an immerliate 
ash advance and relieves them 
of the worry and expense of de- 
fending themsclves in u suit of 
enhanced rent.” 


Again Mr. Groy enys at Clanso 
207° "Ono. canna oF discontont 
ia the indiscriminate iseue of 
notices (for enhancuinent of rent) 
under Section 13 of Act X. of Only Government ser- 


1859.” vants in the world who - 
do not recognise that this claim by the landlord 
of his share of the imoreased value of his own 
Jand is as natural and as blameless as the official’s 
own claim to an increased salary for increased effi- 
ciency and for length of service. 

The distinction only exists since Act X. of 1859, 
and in most cases the 
landowner is yep un- 
able to say where the 
distinction exists and 
where not. Till Act X. 
, of 1859, every ryot 
without exception was liable to have his rent 
raised to the marked rate. That Act gives fixed 
rents to a small class of tenants, the descendants 
and successors of the Khoodkast ryots of 1793, 
but Jeaves the large class of twenty year holders 
to take their chance of getting themselves includ- 
ed in that number. But with such a prospect 
every other ryot also sets up the same elain sineo 
forgery and perjary give him a chance of thus 
converting his bolding from a twelve years’ tenan- 
cy by preference, or from a mere tenancy at will, 
into a valuable ownership. Tow is the land. 
owner to distinguish without a previous suit alter 
notice of cnhancement between twehty or thirty 
thonsand ryots who all make the same claim, to 
whieh, even under Act X., only sume few are really 
entitled, 

The answer is that no ryot firmly believes 


Again at the eame Clan 29 
Mr. Grey consnros: “No at- 
tempt being made to draw any 
distinction between thore ten- 
ante who are lngally liable to pay 
enbanced rent and those who aro 
not 80 liable.” 








Again at tho same Clause 25 
Mz. Grog says: A yot who 
firmly believes himself to be not 
Viable to enhanerd rent find 
himelf placed botwee s theulter> 
natives of growing Indigo or de- 
fonding himeclt os best bo may 
in the Kevenne Contt, and he* 
naturally feele thet lio is not 
fairly treated.” 


himself to be not liable 
to enhaneed rent. He 
knows that till Act X. 
every ryot was so liuble.- 
He chuckles’ at the 
mistaken philanthropy 
which bas so lately 
made some not liable to 


enhancement, and if driven into Court, ha tries 
his chance of getting into thet favored class... 
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Tf-bis landlord facilitates his payment of a small 
rent in kind instead of a larger rent in money, he 
knows that he is fairly treated.’ But as long as 
violence and stereotyped complaints about Indigo 
will command the sympathy of the officials, and 
combined resistance to the payment of any rent, 
where there is an enhancement threatened, will 
keep the landlord in suspense till the Govern- 
ment demands for Revenue have ruined him, so 
Jong will the -ryot seek the dqnble advantage 
of holding another man’s land for an inadequate 
return, and yet not making up for that inadequate 
‘rate indirectly in kind. If it should become 
known that these means will also induce the 
Government to propose transferring more of the 
ownership interests from their landlords to them- 
selves, the recurrence of such means will probably 
beeome yet more frequent. 


The Bengal Government asks the opinion of 
the Commissioner on Mr. Grey’s suggestions as 
to restricting the indiscriminate issue of notices, 
On this the Association would. remark that as 
notice of enhancement is the only practical mode 
the landowner now has left of getting the real 
value for his own property, Mr. Grey’s suggestion 
is simply equivalent {0 the pernicions and ex- 
ploded theory of obliging tradesmen to sell their 
yoo.is at a rate fixed by Government for the con- 
venience of the purchaser, with the additional in- 
justice of fixing such inadequate rate after the 
goods Lave been delivered on other terms. 


With regard to’ the other suggestion of Mr. 
Grey in Clause 30 as to enlarging the time within 
which the ryot may accept hte landlord’s enhanced 
terms or surrender his holding it has the Asso- 
ciation’s entire approval. 


Let the ryot have full time, say three months 
instead of one, to make his choice; but after he 
has chosen to stay, let the theory of his suffering 
oppression thereby be vigorously suppressed, and 
let it not be still pen to him to resist the pay- 
ment of the enhanced rent. If notice of 
enhancement is served on a ryot not liable to 
enhancement make him sue to establish his ex- 
emption, with any penalty the Government chooses 
to affix to the landlord in case the ryot proves 
his exemption. But do not allow him, after he 
has elected to stay instead of to go, to set up any 
claim to exemption as a defence to his landlord’s 
right to the enhanced rent. 

Tt has now been judicially and wisely decided 
that the twelve years’ occupancy right to hold 
at a faired eqnitable rent is only a right to a 
preference at such rate as the, landlord could 
get elsewhere, 

Let this criterion he enforeod on the local 
Revenue Confts, making it incumbent on the 
tavelve years’ Occupancy ryot to pay :what the 
landlord shows he can get from a specified new 
tenant, or to make way for such new tenant, 

- Lot the Government Officials steadily maintain 
the landowners in the exercise of their undoubted 
righis, and put down firmly all agrarian outrages, 
without exciting false hopes and expectations by 
official: langnage or. demeanour condemnatory of 
the dandlord’s 2etion 60 long as it is within the 


Jaw, and de: will, then succeed to disturbance, . 


and:eneral prosperity, by mitual efforts, will take. 


the plice of che lus and distress which both land- 
Jords und ryote have suffered from the antagonism ‘ 


end-cuormoue litigativn of the lust few years. 
+ : 





From H. L, Dawerua, Esq, Commissioner of the Nuddes 
Division, to the Officiating Scoretary to the Government 
of Bengal,—(No. 70, dated the 5th May 1864.) 


Ar the request of the Magistrate of Nuddea I 
have the honor to submpit, for the consideration of 
His Honor the Lieatenant-Governor, a letter, in 
original, from the Magistrate of Nuddea, No. 174, 
dated 2let April 1864, 


Tf it be thoucht that’ Mr. Grey has, without 
sufficient. reason, imagined. the observations of 
Government to carry impgtations apon him which 
they do not, and were not intended to convey, 
His Honor will, I am sure, take into consideration ; 
that he writes under the idea that if those remarks 
were to remain unnoticed, they might lead to an 
impression that he had been drawn by animus 
against one of the parties to the Indigo question 
into making groundless charges ; and I need notsay 
how important itis to the Nuddea Officers that 
no such impression should exist regarding them. 


8. Mr. Grey has now stated in full detail the 
grounds on which he concludes that the factory 
coolies had encroached on the ryots’ lands. 
Under this explanation the conclusion stands on 
every etrong grounds, although this was not the 
line of defence taken on the Sessions trial. 


4, The statement in the 12th paragraph of the 
Magistrate’s letter, which 
Textract on the margin, 
is important. If these are 
the arrangements, ‘free 
quent collisions can be no 
matter of surprise. Where 
a boundary is undefined 
and it is understood that 
factory coolics will go on 
digging until they are 
interfered with by one 
who claims the land, and 
that wherever they turn 
up the soil the land passes 
into the poeseasion of the 
factory, so to remain an- 
til tedious processes of 
Law are gone through, ‘it 
is evident that the ocen- 
pants of the land encronch- 
ed upon can only protect 
their own interests by making their objections 
known on the spot. When once the parties are 
brought face to face in such a way, whether the 
meeting will terminatesin a mere successful pro-! 
test, in a verbal altercation, in a potty assault, or 
in riot and murder, must nd entirely on such 
circumstances as the stars disposition of the 
parties, the feelings with which they regard one 
anotper, the temper of the lookars on, who will 
be the neighbouring villagers, and the objeot 
which either party may have to induce the. other 
to eommit itself by duing something-which will 
render it amenable to criminal proceedings... 


‘Theso Chitta papors are ad 
mitted to bo nothing more 
than a simple record of the 
area of land actually dug by 
the factory coolies, #0 that, as 
was edit ‘me by tho 
Knropean Assistant, tho 
coolies are in reality the aue 
thority by which the boundary 
of the factory lands is for the 
time determined, and they 
aro, so far as I'enn gather, 
mainly, if not entirely, guided 
in their operations by tho 
amount of opposition with 
which they meet from _ the 
owners of land in the vicinity 
of the chur lands, One, proof’ 
of this is that the point at 
which the coolies were sum- 
marily stopped by the recent 
attack of the ryots is now in 
the Factory Chitta prpors, 
drawn up since the ovcurrence, 
recmdet as the limit of the 
Factory lands in that part of 
the chur for this year. 











From tiny, M@., Maginteate of Nadine, fo the Com 
imisiiGner of the Nuddes Division,-=(Mlo. 174, dated the 
Blet Apt eed) Maal 

. Tmave ‘the howhrto acknowl ‘rece 

letter, No. 2188 of 4th Prersen cr 

to the Goverament. of Beng, forwssded 

yout letter No, G12 of 1518 3 
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2. 1 ‘wish, with your permission, to make ® 
few remarks with reference to paragraphs 10 and 
11 of the letter from Government, which, if left 
unnoticed by me, would, 1 submit, tend to injure 
my: character as.a Public Officer, and more espe- 
cially as Magistrate of this District. 

8. In paragraph 11 His Honor the Lieute- 

nant-Governor remarks thet I “should not have 
stated” that force is oovasionally employed to 
induce unwilling ryote to eater into engagements 
with the factory “ when if @ to be inferred from 
the context of his (Magistrate’s) report that his 
enquiry on the spot has fffiled to bring to light 
ayy proved instance of forcible coercion.” 
"4, With reference to this remark I beg most 
respectfully to point out that the omission of the 
words which in my report precede the sentence 
quoted by His Honor gives to that sentence’ a 
stronger smeauing than it really bears in my 
report. My words were-as follows: “ there as 
reason to euppme that the energy of the Com- 
pany’s servants is not confined to the use of words 
tut that force is occasionally employed, &¢.” 1 
think that His Hanor will find no. difficulty in 
‘assenting to the truth of my assertion that a 
great difference exists between a positive stdte- 
ment that force i¢ occasionally employed and a 
declaration of my belief that the employment of 
such foree may be reasongbly supposed to occur 
occasionally, 

5. In making this declaration I did no more 
than state an opinion which is, T submit, justified 
by the evidence given hefore the late Indigo Com- 
mission. In paragraph 7 of his Minute on the 
report of the Indigo Commission His Honor the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal romarked as fol- 
lows :— 

“The evidence taken hy the Iidigo Commis. 
sion fully proves that the “habit? (vie, that ‘of 
obliging ryete to receive advances and adopting 
other illicit means to compel them to cultivate 
Indigo’) denounced-on 22nd May 1810 was still 
the habit of 1859.” His Honor also stated that 
the “sole cause of all-sych offences is the system 
under which Indigo is required without paying 

nearly the cost of 
its production to 
the ryot.# 

‘The system which was in force in 1859 is now 
again introduced in 1864, Tho cause being in 
acknowledged existence is it. unreasonable to sup- 
pose that the effact may also result? But Sytting 
conjecture agide, 1 may remark that four sonvic- 
tione of the Bengal Indigy? Company’s factory 
servants on the charge of using furce to compel 
the ryots to cow Aave been made during the last 
two months in. the Bongoag Sub-Division. 

%, 1. trust that oa consideration His Honor 
will not-refuao to do.me the justiceiof stating my 
words ag they were written instead of allowing. 
them to stand neequoted by His Honor. 

7 In ‘apl.11 His Honor remarks that 
“ thé to be nothing to justify the con- 


Soe also paragraphs 46, 44, and 
66 of tho Minute, 








clusions atrived:at bythe Magistrate aa set forth 
in the 6th and 7th clauses of the 14th paragraph 
of this report, and that the igpesigned ip 
the dee and 17a a rage: spe fot tl semumption 
that: workmen: bad. siortmohad to. some 
srl a ryote’ lands and therely offered | 
ai V9 conidinet in the matter;. 
au zeootded in: tho Gch claaso 
het. the ryote hed an | 





tmpression” (unfounded though it might have been) 
“that coercive measures with a view to force them 
into Indigo contracts were about to be adopted.” 
This conclusion was founded upon the reiterated 
statements of the ryots themselves, and the uni- 
versal belief in neighbouring villages that the 
outbreak was eaueed by an attempt on the purt 
of the factory to seize certain of the Ramnuggar 
styots. TL did not etate the precise grounds upon 
which I founded my conclusion, because I was 
instructed in letter No. 1492 of 7th March, that 
my enquiry was “not intended to be of a judicial 
character.” 

9, The éonclusion expressed in the 7th clause 
is that “in the cultivation of the chur lands the 
factory people’s proceedings were quite sullicient 
to gxeite the hostility of the ryots and to afford 
them a pretert for complaint against the factory.” 
The reasons for my conclusion that the ryots’ 
lands were encroached upon, which reasons are 
condemned by His Honor as altogether inconclu- 
sive, were shortly as follows:— 

let,—The “appearance and position” of the 
lands. 

2nd.—The uncertainty as to the exact limits of 
the factory lands. 

8rd.—Statements of the Ramnuggur ryots. 

10. Considering that I had, when I wrote the 
report, personally examined the ground where 
the coolies were attacked, and that my conclusion 
was founded upon what I myself saw of the ap- 
pearance and position of the lands, I must. confess 
to a feeling of surprise when I found my con- 
clusion, which was based on ceular demonstration, 
declared to he “an assumption” fonnded upon 
“ altogether inconclusive reasons.” I did not feel 
it necessary to enter into further details as to the 
position and appearance of the land, because I was 
under the impression that oredit would be given 
to my statement that the examination ct the 
ground justificd me in my conclusion, As Ma- 
gistrate of the District I most respectfully submit 
that my statement oh this point was entitled to 
greater weight than has been allowed to it. 

11, I will, however, give as bsiefly as possible 
the details on which my conclusion was founded. - 
The chur lands consist of a long narrow strip on 
the bank of the river. Immediately adjowing, 
these lands are the lands of the Ramouggur and 
Koomree ryots. At the spot where the attack 
on the covlies took place the breadth of chur land 
cultivated by the factory last year was four kat- 
tas. The breadth of land dug by the factory 
coolies this year is thirteen and ‘a half kattas 
according to the factory papers. Therefore a 
breadth of nine-and-a-balf kattas in excess of the 
land cultivated by the factory last year bas been 
dag by the voolies this year. The question arises 
whose land is this nine and a half kattas? On 
looking at the measurement. papers of the factory 
of last year it will be foand that the boundary of 
the factory Jands on the side away from the river 
is stated.to be “Modhoo Ghose’s uncultivated 

(potit) land.”* Con- 
sidering that in na 
other place near thas 
apot is the breadth of the cultivated factory land 
so ofuch as thirteen and*a halt: kattas, that it 
wag ab this spot. that the coclies wore .attacked, 
‘that Modhoo Ghose was himwsvlf, acsording to the 
‘witnesses examined, the chief actor in the outrage. .” 
onthe Ameen, and ‘that -he is, according to the 
Lact papets themeglves, .the “ defeio” owner 


© This fect I have ascortained 
ince 1ny tepors wae written. 
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of the excess land dug this year by the factory, 
I can come to no other conclusion than that which 
I have already recorded. I may mention that the 
lands immediately adjacent to Modhoo Ghose’s 
land abovementioned are held by himself and 
one Potiram Ghose, and that an examination of 
these lands, which are cultivated with vegetables, 
raised a strong suspicion that they had been en- 


croached upon to some extent by the coolies of} 


the factory. . 


"12, The above remarks apply to the “appear 
ance and position of the lands.” 


As to “the uncertainty of the exact limits of 
the factory land” I will only remark that no 
one of the factory servants, not excluding the 
Manager himself and the European Assistant, 
has been able to give ine any further proof” of 
these limits than that afforded by the Chitta pa- 
pers. These Chita papers are admittedly nothing 
more than a simple record of the area of lund 
actually dug by the fuetory coolies, so that, as 
was admitted to me by the European Assistant, 
the coolies are in reality the authority by whieh 
the boundary of the fuctory lands is for the time 
determined, and they are, so far as I can gather, 
mainly, if not entirely, guided in their operations 
by the amount of opposition with which they 
aneet from the owners of land in the vicinity of 
the chur lands, One proof of this is that the 
point at which the coolies were summarily stop- 
ped by the recent attack of the ryots is now, in 
the factory Chitta papers drawn up since the 
occurrence, recorded as.the limit of the factory 
lands in that part of the Gaur for this year. I say 
nothing as to the rights of the two parties. In 
my report I said that these measurement papers 
give no cortain grounds for a decision on this 
point, and I can only repedt this statement. Bat 
that the ryots should regard possession and right 
as the same thing is scarcely surprising, and the 
ypobability that the owner of lands which were 
recorded last year by the factory as belonging 
to him should object when these lands are taken 
by the factory, coolies, amounts, I think, to a 

_ Molent presumption, 

13. It is greatly to be wished that some defi- 
nite system in regard to these chur lands should 
“be established in the place of the present hapha- 
zard method. 





14, In conclusion I have to request that you 
will do me the favor of forwarding copy of this 
letter to Government, with my respectful request 
that it may be treated as part of the report 
already submitted, and copy of it forwarded to the 
same quarters as those to which copy of the pre- 
vious correspondence. has been sent, with such 
remarks as may be deomed fitting, 


It is of importance that no false impression as 
to “animus” in the moatteron my part should 
wrongly gain ground, and I respectfully submit 
that I have some reason to complain of the error 
which has occurred in the quotation of my. remark 
to which His Honor relers in the 11th paragraph 
of his letter, and of the eomewhat soanty reliance 
which’ has been placed on my statements, which 
were recorded a6 the ‘result of an enquiry: made 
ayowedly, and in obedience to ‘orders, in an extra. 
judicial manner. S 


\P #1 enclose a rough sketch of the 
tee chanel a rough of the ground 





more than any other crop. ; 
pon ‘Government. ia:apy tly this, tat, 
nor Se, 


From the Hor'ate A. Even, Secretary to the Government 
of Bengul, to the Commissioner of the Nuddos Division, 
(No, 5148, dated Darjeeling, the 4th Juno 1834.) 

I au directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter No. 70, dated 5th ultimo, with enclosure, and 
im reply to request that the Magistrate of Nuddea 
may be informed thikt the Lieuteuant-Governor 
entirely exonerates bint from any imputation of bias 
against the planters, He made assertions without 
stating the grounds of fhe conclusions at which he 
had arrived. He has,now stated those grounds, and 
if he had not omitted fo do go in the first instance, 
the remarks to which ie takes exception would 
not have been made. 

2. Acopy of this letter, and of the one to which 
it is a reply, has been forwarded to the Land. 
holders’ and Commercial Association for informa- 
tion in continuation of previous correspondence. 
From the Hon’ars: A. Epew, Seoretary tqthe Government 

of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Lundfoldera’ and Con 

mercial Association,—(No. 513T., dated Darjeeling, the 

4th June 1864.) 

Tam directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letters dated, 
respectively, the 14th April last. and Srd ultimo, 
in which you reply to the Officiating Secretary’s 
letter No, 2188, dated 4th April, on the subject 


{ of the disputes between the Bengal Indigo Com. 


pany and their ryots, and in which you offer on 
the part of the Association certain observations 
benring generally on the subject of Indigo eulti- 
vation. 

2. The main point contended for by the Ac- 
sociation is that the cultivation of Indigo at six 
bundles per Rupee is profitable to the ryot, be- 
cause, though he may not know it, it is in accord. 
ance with the English four-course system of 
rotation of crops, a system which hae in that 
country been found profitable alike to landlord 
and tenant. It is argued that the Indigo crop 
takes the place of the fallow as the clover crop 
does in England. This is a novel and important 
view of the subject which demands careful en- 
guiry and discussion. The Agricultural and Hor- 
ticultural Society will be asked to report on it, 
aud the Lieutenant-Governor will be glad to 
receive from the Association an account of any 
actual experiments made by individual planters 
in order to test the correctness of the theory now 
advanced. \ 

8. But the applicability of the English sys. 
tem of farming to this country is scarcely re- 
levant ‘to the questions immediately arising out of 
the present system ofedndigo planting in Bengal ; 
for the Association admit'that the benefit. which 
they believe the ryot to derive from sowing 
Indigo is one which is altogether unrecognized 
by, and unknown to, the ryot, and is even very 
partially known to the planter. “Moreover, it ia 
not left ‘to the cultivator to choose what land he 
is to sow with Indigo, but the planters’ servants 
choose the ‘land, and it is very ge stated 
that they choose the beet land the ryat Has with- 
out reference to any particular system of eroppi 
1 is also by no means clear that the Tne 
crop ‘represents the Baglish, eleroy crop in 
effect which it has ‘on the soil.‘ Fol ‘cer 
tainly object to it utider a belief hich may” ot 
way not be mistaken that it-exbausts’ the’ soil 

oe “ s 


‘te pies 








4, What the, Assootation: desire 





{205 J 


reason or other which it is unnecessary here to 
attempt to define, hasa very great dislike, and 
which he believes to be a most unprofitable crop, 
is really one which is, indirectly and unknown to 
Himeelf’ exceedingly profitable and beneficial to 
him ; and the remedy which the Association sug- 
gest for the feeling of antagonisin and suspicion 
from which such brescifes of the peace, as that 
which led to this discussion, generally arise, is 
that “ the Officers of Government to. whom the 
Ryots look for advice shoald explain to them the 
benefit of observing a systematic rotation of crops, 
and should show then#that Indigo grown in pro- 
per proportion and in due rotation would come in 
the place of the fallow, and would be an addition 
to the general returns from their holdings.” 
‘This is a proposition which on reflection the Mem- 


bers of the Association must surely acknowledge | 


to be inadmissible. The Lieutenant-Governor 
-freely admits that it is the duty of the Govern. 
ment to promote the general dissemination of 
sound knowledge in Agriculture no less than in 
other Departments of science and art, and he has 
endeavoured to act upon that view ; but, even 
supposing that the principle of rotution observed 
in England is applicable to the soil and: climate 
of Bengal, and that Indigo isa crop which can 
take the place of clover as a substitute for fallow 
in such rotation, the interference of the Officers 
of Government in the manner suggested by the 
Association would be open to great objection. 
Such a course would involve an entire abandon- 
ment of that policy of non-interference by which 
the Government has hitherto been guided in this 
long and unfortunate dispute between ryot and 
planter, and a strict adherence to which has 
been more often urged upon the Government by 
the Association than from any other quarter. 
The Bengal ryot is not slow to learn what is and 
what-is not profitable to him, and if on euch a 
question he will not follow the advice of the plan- 
ter who may be supposed to have some knowledge 
of Agriculture, he will not willingly follow the 
advice of a Government Officer who pretends to 
no such knowledge. Advice unwillingly followed 
js but another name for compulsion. 

5. There is nothing whatever in the correspon- 
dence which would in any way justify the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor in modifying the opinion express- 

ed in the Officiating Secretary’s 
Deiter letter* of the 4th April last. “It 
is admitted by the Manager of the Berfyal Indigo 
Company’s Factories that he has by prema of 
cone sort or. another jpduced many of the ryots 
having business with the factory, whether ten- 
ants or not, to give up written contracts under 
which they: were to be paid 4 annas per bundle 
of Indigo, to one under which they are. to be 
“paid 1. Rupee only for six bundles, and to agree 
that these terms should bein. force for a specific 
‘period of tar? years. - Obviously no person would 
-puteénder'a contract on comparatively favorable 
terthis for one on unfavorable terms except under 
reegure, or in ‘return: for other consideration. 
esstre in the case of the tenants is admit 
this instance,, to: ‘have been threats to, en- 
rents; the consideration is said. to 
cagreament Hot to saice the rente for 
‘dase of cultivators, not: ten 
gay, the, proveure apparent! 
eregation a number of old? 
“gyote held by. the factory, 
1. they should receive 


















half the price of the Indigo they grew, the other 
half going, to liquidate the outstanding decrees. 
Admitting the pressure to be legal it merely con 
firme what the Lieutenant-Governor said in para. 
graph 5 of Mr. Cockerell’s letter above referred 
to, that “ the men were compelled to engage in 
a losing bysiness by threatening them with the 
enforcement of what may be a legal demand of a 
totally different kind.” It only remains, therefore, 
to test the yalue of the consideration, and this 
depends entirely upon the precise terms of the 
contracts made by the Bengal Indigo Company 
with their ryots, no specimen of which hus Veen 
laid before the Government. If the contract 
distinetly provides that so long as the ryot grows 
a certain quantity of Indigo accordime to his 
agreement and for the full currency of the con- 
tract, the planter is bound not to enhance rents 
in the case of tenants on any of his lands what- 
ever the urops sown may be, and not to put in 
execution the decrees held against other cultiva- 
tors, then unquestionably the ryot has received 
a consideration which will, to a certain extent, 
account for his agreeing to change the terms of 
his previous contract. It would be satisfactory 
to be told that, the contract does clearly recog- 
nize the liabilities of both parties, especially a 
from a contract which has been submitted to the 
Lieutenant-Governor in connection with another 
factory the liabilities of the ryot are set forth, 
while the liabilities of the planter in consideration 
of which it is alleged that the contracts were 
made are completely ignored, and there is nothing 
whatever but the personal good faith of the indi- 
vidual planter to pravent the ryot,so faras his 
own liabilities are concerned, from being placed, 
after he has signed the contract, in precisely the 
same position.in which he was before. Admitting 
the good faith of the particular planter muking the 


‘contract, it is clear that his interest in the fac- 


tory may determine, or in the case of a Mannger, 
he may be removed at any time and his succes- 
sor may refuse to recognize any liabilities not 
recorded on the face of the contract. On the 
other hand the Lieutenant-Governor observes that 
the Ryot not only binds himself but bis heirs 
to grow @ certain quantity of Indigo and sell it at 
a certain rate for a period of ten years, : 


6. Butit is not necessary to discuss these 
details further, neither need it’ be considered at 
length whether anything has occurred to make a 
rate of payment for Indigo which was universally 
admitted to be unprofitable in 1860 profitable now. 
It is enough that the ryot considers the rates 
unremunerative, and that he would not sow 
Indigo on the terms offered if he were not com- 
pelled to do so by pressure, legal though it be. 
What the Lieutenant-Governor desired to point 
out was that it would be found in the long run 
commercially unprofitable to employ pressure, 
legal or otherwise, to make men grow crops elfey 
do not want to grow, and sell them at pricgs fixed 
in advance for ten years by the purchaser himself 
without any reference to market rates; and His 
Honor is gratified to observe that in this view the 
Asadciation concur, « 


: aE “Zam to take this opportunity to forward 


erewith, for the infor. 

° ~ ation. of the Associ- 
ation, copy of a ‘letter* from the Commissioner 
of ‘Naddes, sabmitting on explanation from 


© No. 70, dated 8th ultimo, 
with enslogure. 





{ 206 } 


‘Mr. Grey in regard to bias Poiata mouiced in 

is r. Cockerell’s letter 
# No, $107, dato athinvtant, 2 above, arith 
the reply* thereto, and to state that your letter, 
dated 8rd ultimo, on the rent question, will be 
anawered herea‘ter. 

From the How’six A. Epen, Secretary to the Governmont 
‘of Bengal, to the Secretary to the Agrioultural and Hor- 
tioultural Society, —-(No. 515, dited Darjeeling, the 4h 
June 1864) 7 . 
I aw directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to 

forward, herewith, 

a copy of the cor- 

respondence noted 

in the margin, and 
to request that the 

Society will be so 

good as to take into their consideration the subject 

of rotations of crops in Bengal, with reference 
specially to the theory advanced by the Land- 
holders’ and Commercial Association, that the 
cultivation of Indigo on certain terms though 
apparently unprofitable for the ryot. is really not 

0, because it is in accordance with the English 

system of rotation, and because Indigo takes the 
lace of the fallow us the clover crop dues in 

England. 


Letter from Landholdors’ and Com- 
yrstcal Ansoeaton, dated 24th Apri 
ast. 

Letter from Landholiers’ and Com- 
mercial Association, dated 3rd ultimo, 

Letter from this Oifice, No, 613T., 
dutod 4th instant, 


From H.-L. Daurren, Esq., Commissionor of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, —(No. 67, dated the 20th April 1864.) 

Iy continuation of my letter No. 50, dated 6th 
instant, I have the honor to submit copy of a 
letter from the Sessions Judgo of Nuddea, | 
No. 60, dated 13th instant, enclosing copy of his 
charge to the Jury in the case of Government, 
nereus Modhoo Ghose and fonrteen others, charged 
with affray and culpable homicide of a servant of 
the Baghdangah Factory. 

2. Lean only repeat that it is difficult to 
imagine a case in which a conviction might have 
been expected with greater confidence. The Judge 
is of opinion that the verdict of not guilty “ was 
directly against the evidence adduced in the casa.” 
The majority of the Jury, who returned the verdict 
of acquittal, did so, stating that they could not rely 
on the evidence for the prosecution, The Judge 
himself “saw no reasonable grounds for suspect- 


” 





It has been, mentioned to me that in pro- 
nouncing the evidence to be unreliable the Jury 
were influenced by their knowledge that in the 
course of the Police enquiry it was stated that one 
of the factory coolies, who was last seen in, the 
hands of the villagers, was missing, and that atter 
some search for his body information was received, 
which led to the coolie being traced to Ranee~ 
gunge, whence he was brought back by the 
Detective Inspector. The Magistrate has nut 
distinetly stated with what object this man went 

aneegunge, and whether he left the Baga- 
dangab neighbourhood ‘before the rivt, or alter 
being Spreceut at it. Be thot as it may, I under- 
stand that no relerence to this-coolie was made: in 
the evidence prodaced-betore the Sessions Court. 
If, therefore, the Jury, having Wefore ‘them’ evi- 





dence'on which: they Would otherwiee have relied 
wih perfet omenc, atthe Judas did, “discre: 
<dited %t.in consequence of what they bad: heard.’ 
7 ‘this goolie, it ia clear. that they had 


mado up their minds to their verdict before ‘they :| 
had ‘heard ‘the evidence, aod the tris] was waste |’ 


‘oftime.: 





4. The Judge is of opinion that “in cnees of 
this nature, where the minds of the natives of the 
lace are liable to much excitement, and possibly 
jas,” there is“ an absolute necessity of some 
provision in the Law by which a special Jury 
might be empanelled.4 In hie report on the 
working of the Jury system No. 121, dated 16th 
June 1868, my predecessor gave an opinion to the 
same effect. “ 

5. My own opinion ie* entirely in accordance 
with these. In the Nu@dea District the relations 
between Indigo Planters ayd the Native Cultiva- 
tors are the absorbing subject of interest. Pro- 
bably every man on the Nuddea Jury List in 
private lif avows openly the side he takes in the 
question, and that he feels strongly on the sub- 
ject. Every incident in the struggle is anxiously 
watched. ‘The intelligence af the occurrence of 
any collision, or of the institution of any impor- 
tant case between the two parties before the 
Magistrate or the Police immediately spreads 
through the District, and especially tg that part 
of it close to the Sudder Station within the radius 
of the Jury List; the progress of the proceedings 
is closely watehed and discussed; and when the 
trinl comes on and the Juryman is summoned, 
(necessarily by lot,) he goes into Court with his 
feelings worked up and thoroughly impressed with 
the view of the case taken on hearsay among his 
own immediate circle of acquaintance. It is too 
mach to expect that a man so situated, even with 
the most conscientious intentions, would form an 
unprejudiced opinion founded entirely on the 
evidence produced at the trial. How the existing 
bias is made the most of by Counsel is illustrated 
in the following extract of a letter from an Officer 
of experience: “,This is rendered apparent by 
the endeavors invariably made by defendant's 
Counsel in all cases (whether arising between 
planter aud ryots, or not having the remotest 
concern with either party) to connect the prosecu- 
tion in some way or other with Indigo, and thus 
work upon the well known prejudices of the one 
class who compose the Juries,” . 

6, As to instances in which there has been a 
failure of justice in consequence of the bias of 
Juries in the Nuddea District cases ave necessarily 
rare in which it can be positively pronounced that 
there was no toom whatever for doubt, But I 
think it may safely be said that on the trial of the 
Koomree riotere no Juryman of ordinary intelli- 
gence wold have acquitted if he had gone into 
Court without having hgard of the case before and 
without having taken gny interest in Indigo, 
matters, and if be had formed his conclusions 
solely on the evidence there produced. 

7. The following case i strikingly 
that no evidence can be conclusive enough to 
induce a Nuddea Jury to convict against their 
on es _ ei > 

ty al nD, fe ; 

“ Mozoonidar Mande } Dofndani. 

‘The first defendant was made. over by: the. 
Moonsiff of Choomeaparah ons chargé'of “forging 


end fling's ‘mowrasiy 
ce oe 
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the defendant, which was regularly entered ina 
book, and by the testimony of the writer of the 
pottah, and any possible doubt which might have 
remained was entirely removed by the discovery 
of the genuine original pottah in the possession of 
the defendant, when the Officer, who was investi- 
gating the case on his own motion, searched the 
house and papers of the accused. This document 
corresponds with the copy-book, and it was 
perfectly obvious that the forged pottah had been 
prepared from it by éracing over the English 
characters, for every strole coincided precisely, 
and consequently there couki*have been no possi- 
bility of collusion or trickgry, even if the search 
had been made on the application or with the 
knowledge of the opposite party, which was not 
the case. The second defendant appeared as. a 
witness both before the Moonsiff and the Deputy 
Magistrate to prove that the forged pottah had in 
reality been dictated by him and signed by Mr. 
Fripp | in his preeonce, and given to Hazaree 
Sheikh by himself whilst he was employed as 
Naib of the Concern. It was proved by Mr. 
fripp and other witnesses that he was not employ- 
ed as Naib at the time, but had been discharged 
several days previous to the date of the pottah, 
This circumstance was further ,substantiated by 
the production of a letter of Mr.-'Tripp to’ Mr. 
Konny recording his dismissal, which was duly 
entered in the factory: copy-book of letters. 
While the fact of the pottah (which the defendant 
had deposed to be genuine) being established to 
be a forgery laid him open to the change of having 
wilfully made a filse statement. The Jary, 
however, contrary to the summing up of the Judge, 
seem to have ignored the evidente altogether and 
acquitted both the defendants. 

8. On this case the Magistrate observed: 
“The Judge appears to have been convinced of 
defendant’s guilt; the trial lasted for three days, 
the Jury returning to their houses each day. 
There can be little doubt that the acquittal was 
owing to prejudice. connected with Indigo 
cultivation. 

9. Legislation appears to be urgently required 
empowering Judges to empanel special Juries, 
even from other, Districts, when moved s0 to do 
by the Magistrate of the District on the part of 
Government. 

From Rrvzzs Txompsox, Ere., Oficiating Judge of Nud- 
dea, to the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division,— 
(No. 60, dated the 13th April 1864.) 

I gave the honor to forward to you a®copy of 

my charge to the,Juty in 


Govanxsers the gfse noted in the margin, 
“Modbee Ghow and» 88 Tequired by your letter 
fourteen others, No, 85, dated 6th instant. 


Lam of opinion that the verdiot of not guilty 
was directly ajainst the evidense adduced in tho 
case. - T was pre; for.a conviction of three of 
the defendants (Nos. 1,5, and 7) on the charge 
‘of voluntarily ecausing grievons hart to the de- 
ceased, Rammrohun Banerjea, and against the rest 
of having ‘committed the offence of rioting. — 

"Phe. investigations by. the Police were: satisfilo- 
torily ‘cdnducted. Information was given at the 
“Police Oitice gt Hanckhally on the ‘afternoon of 
ny On. which the disturbance took: place 
lage ‘of Kooturea, and the Police reached 





Court. It would have been more satisfactory if 
the Hanskhally Darogah had been sent in to give 
his evidenced in the case, for he was the Officer 
who firat received intimation of the riot, and con- 
ducted the first enquiries in the- matter. The 
Court was also put to some inconvenienve from the 
absence of any plan or sketch of the locality. 
I propose to communicate with the Magistrate 
on the necessity of having a plan made by the 
Police hereafter in cases of this nature. 

The majority of the Jury who returned the 
verdict of acquitte! did so with the expression 
that they could not rely on the evidence’ for the 
prosecution. I saw no® reasonable grounds for 
suspecting it myself. 

The Jury List of this District is not in a 
satisfactory condition. The ten mile area which 
the orders of Goverment prescribe for the selec- 
tion of the Jury is, in my opinion, too limited. 
On this subject, and on the general one of trial 
by Jury in this District, I have already commu- 
nicated my views to the High Court. I may 
mention that in cases of this nature and others 
where the minds of the natives of the place are 
liable to much excitement and possibly bias, there 
is, in my judgment, an absolute necessity of some 
provision in the Law by which a special Jury 
might be empanelled. 


Case o¥ GovERNMENT 
versus 


Mopnoo Guosz AND FOURTEEN OTHERS.” 
Affray with Culpable Homicide. 
To the Jury. 


Tuene are three charges against all the pri- 
soners in Court. The first is under Section 148 
of the Penal Code, and refers to the offence. of 
rioting; the second is under Section 804, and 
charges them with the culpable homicide of 
Rammohun Banerjoa; the third under, Section 
825, with having voluntarily caused the said 
Rammohun grievous burt, The two last Seo- 
tions are made applicable to all the defendants by 
Section 149, 





According to the evidence for the prosecution it 
appears that early on the moming of the 14th 
Falgon last a number of eaolies were working 
on the nijabad Isvds belonging to the Baga- 
dangah factory, sitwaicd in the village of Koom- 
“ree, The deceased, Rammohun Banerjea, (who 
was a Factory Anicen,) was superintending the 
work, accompanied by Luckaun Khalassee, They 
were joined shortly alter by the Dewan, Dinonath 
Mookerjea, and two Peyadas, who gave some 
orders about the work, and then proceeded to 
the village, to the house of Anundo Biswas, where 
they found Jodoonath Banerjea and some other 
people. ‘They Lad ent’ down to amoke in the 
verandah of the place, when a great noise was 
heard in the direction of the fieldfrom which they 
had just come. Upon this the Dewan, it is 
alleged, gave orders to Luckun Khalassee to go 
obterde and see what was the matter. This man 
returned in a short time and reported that a'crowd 
of people “had collected in the mit-and were 
attacking the factory coolies, some of whom had 
srade their excape to the opposite side, of the river. 
Tt is not very_clear from the evidence whether any 


fattemps at fight was’ contemplated -by the 


Dewan’s party, for the statements of the witnesses 
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vary upon this point. It is scarcely, how- 
ever, of any muterial consequence, as the events 
which followed arc clearly deposed to by all the 
witnesses, and are to the effect that a crowd of 
villagers, numbering some 100 or 125 men, 
armed with lattees, made their way almost im- 
mediately alter to the house where the Dewan 
and other fuctory servants were scated and 
at once began, abusing the Dewan for daring 
to attempt the, cultivation of Indigo on*their 
side of the river. The abuse was followed by 
blows, in which it is said the Dewan received a 
severe contusion on the forehead, and after being 
struck by three of the risters he only managed 

_ to escape within the house on the interposition of 
the deceased, Rammohun Baverjea, who remon- 
strated with the men for assaulting a Brahmin. 
The ovidence goes on to show that the Dewan 
was followed inside the house by a large number of 
the villagers, In the meantime the aseault was 
continued upon Rammohun, the Ameen, who was 
knocked down from the verandah after three 
blows, and then carried off by two of the 
defendants, 

The Dewan and the two Peadahs (who had, 
sought refuge inside the building) were dragged 
outside, and the two ‘latter, after having their 
hands tied, were taken away with the Dewan to 
the village of Ramnuggur, and were there released 
on the intelligence being brought that Rammobun 
Banerjoa had been killed and his body thrown 
down in the cow-shed belonging to the witness 
Shobdan Sheikh, 

‘The Dewan, as soon as he regained his liberty, 
made his way to the Hanskhally Thannah on 
horseback and. reported what had happened, and it 
appears that the two Peadahs had likewise gone 
offon the same errand. The Police ‘arrived on 
the spot the same afternoon, and having sent in 
the body of the deceased Ameen to the Sudder 
‘Station commenced the investigations, which have 
resulted in the committal of the defendants before 
you to'this Court, 

Suchgbriefly are the material facts of the case 
as sworn to by the prosecution. They have 
been deposed to in.a clear and consistent manner, 
and are supported by many collateral circumstances, 
Thus we find a general admisssion by all parties 
that the place in question was a scene of serious 
disturbance on the date referred to. We have the 
fact that the Police were on the spot on the 
same afternoon, that notice had been conveyed to 
the proper Authorities without any. delay, and we 
find, by the Medical Offices’s testimony, thas the 
deathof Rammohun was the result of violence ; 
and I would specially draw your attention to 
one part of his statement that a mark of injury 
was discovered on the deccased’s hand, between 
his thumb and forefinger, which corroborates ex. 
actly the description given by the witnesses of 
the manner in which the deceased had received 9 
blow in his hand in.attempting to intercept the 
attack upon the Gomashtah. 

As questions of fact I must leave this part of 
the case entirely in your hands; yon have to 
decide upon evidence submitted to you 
whether any such occurrences tgok place as are 
deposed to by the witnesses for ‘the prosecution ; 
and secondly, the more: important point whether 

any or all the defendants in. Court were the 
pergons’ wha committed: the offences charged 
against them. ise re 

Twill briefly. draw. your attention’ to ‘those 

8: * s 








‘The first, as before stated, refers to rioting. 
The definition of this is given in Section 148 of 
the Penal Code and shows that where force is used 


‘by any unlawful sereurtly or by any member there. 


of in the prosecution of a common object, the 
offence of ridting has been committed. The 
meaning of an “ unlawful assembly” is given in 
Section 141 (read oyer to the Jury). You will 
see that an assembly of five or more persons is 
designated an unlawfifl assembly if the said per- 
sons met together have in view a common un- 
lawful object of any of the descriptions given in 
the clauses succeeding the Section quoted. We 
have in the case before us a large amount of evi- 
dence to show that tficre was an assembly of 
more than 100 villagers from the vil of 
Ramnugeur ; that generally they were armed with 
lattees ; that the common object they had in view 
was to turn the factory people out of the places 
that with the immediate purpose of carrying’ into 
effect the common object referred to they first 
attacked the coolies who were working on the 
factory Iands and dispersed them; and that 
subsequently they proceeded to the village of 
Koomree and committed a most violent outrage 
upon the Factory Dewan and his companions. It 
is for the Jury to examine the evidence and say 
whether the deféndants in Court aro guilty of 
these acts. If you have no reasonable doubts of 
the truth of the statements made by the Dewan 
and the other witnesses, (and I see no reason 
why you should distrust their evidence,) a ver 
strong .case is made out against the accused, 
(The Court here read out the parts of each wit- 
ness’ statements as it affected the. different pri- 
soners). It was added “ the majority of the wit 
nesses who have given evidence were previously 
acquainted with all the defendants in Court, some 
of them resided in the same or in the neighbour- 
ing villages. ‘The occurrences took place in’ broad 
day-light, and, except as regards the depositions 
of the witnesses Arizoollah Sheikh and Kulum 
Sheikh, who admit that they have no previous 
acquaintance with the villagers, I sce no reason 
why you should reject the evidence which has 
clearly identified and named the prisoners in 
Court as concerned in the riot, iy 

The second charge in the calendar is under the 
concluding portion of Section 804, and is brought 
also against all the accused, riz., Phat they have 
committed culpable homitide by causing the death 
of Rammohun Banerjea, the act being done with 
the knowledge that it was likely to cause daath,! 
but without any intention to cause it. There 
can be‘gcarcely any contention as to the fact that 
Rammohun Banerjea°met with a violent death 
at the time and placd" referred to. The. Police 
investigations on the spot on the same evening, 
and the testimony of the Medical Officer,’ who 
made the post mortem examination of the body, 
fally confirm this: now, there is strong evidence 
in the case to show that the persons who actually 
assaulted: the deceased were the défendants 
Modhoo Ghose No. 1, Kilaram Ghosa No. 5, 
and Gridhur-Ghose No, 7; # fourth person is also 
edid to have strack Rammohan, but appar ntly’ 
he has evaded arrest; we have also. evidence to 
show .that;when Rammobon fell down from the 
Show (No) and Ger Ghee Noy) tod 
Ghose (No: 1)-and Gridhur Ghose (No,:7) picked 
him up froma the groind, carried him toa shors 






distance, ted the | ¢ 
close by | bel oetethe vismot poh e ‘Sekhe 
Itde-not ‘against the scoused that they have: 
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Intentionally caused the death of the deceased, but 
that’ the act was done with the knowledge that it 
was likely to cause death, The weapons said to 
have been used by the defendants in the affray 
were lattees; they were used directly against the 
deceased, bat in the midst of mach confusion and 
disturbance, and the blow which seems actually. 
to have caused the fatal fhjury was one which fell” 
wpon the left side of the unfortunate man and ap- 

to have ruptured his spleen, And here I 
think the medical evidence in the case is certainly 
in favor of the acct The Assistant-Surgeon 
has deposed.thatthe'splten of the deceased was 


very much diseased frqm previous illness, and he 


has:pointedily stated that, judging from the exter- | 


netmarks of the bruise, he was certainly of opi- 
nion that the blow inflicted, which ruptured the 
spleen in this instance, would not have done so in 
the casa of a person in good health. I have 
brought all these points before you that you may 
more casily arrive at a decision on the question 
whether the act by which death resulted here (if 
you hold those acts to be proved) was done with 
the knowledge that it was likely to cause death. 
But I would: further point out that af the 
defendants are indicted under this Section referring 
to culpable homicide by Section 149 of the Code. 
This is to the effect that every Lember pf an un- 
lawful assembly is to be deemed guilty of any 
offence committed by any member of such assem- 
bly if committed in prosecution of o common 
object, or such as the members of the assembly 
knew to be likely to be committed in prosecution 
of that object. Now, before you can implicate all 
the persons who are said to have joined in this 
riot under a charge of culpable homicide, you 
must satisfy yourselves clearly that the killing of 
Rammobun Banerjea, or the killing of any of the 
factory people, was the object with which that 
assembly set, out, or the object which suggested 
itself to them rds when the disturbance 
began. If suoh an offence was wholly beside the 
common object of the rioters it eannot beimputed 
to all. Lf twenty men set out with the object of 
firing their landlord’s grain golahs, but only one 
rson actually put the fire to the place, all will* 
be held jointly liable, as the object in view was a 
common one, The nature and object of the 
asserably must decide what acts done by one mem- 
ber becomes the acte of the whole hody, and if 
such community of object is not found as regards 
the homicide of the Factory Ameen, you cannot 
make all the defendants liable under Sestion 304. 
As regards the third charge of voluntafily caus. 
ing grievous hurt I need gdd very littl, There 
is, as 1 have said, strongeevidence against three 
men of having struck the deceased with lattees. 
Failing a charge of culpable homicide you cannot 
set aside the charge. under Section 326 against 
those three defendants-if you believe the evidence 
for the prosecution, 
« Ttin « matter of much regret’ that cases of this 
kind: are so.cofmon in this country, and I may 
‘say especially in this Dietrict, where the feeling 
between planters and ryote is. still one: of great 
hostility, You have heard -from the dofendant’s 
Vakegl a long, statement: of tha oj ions of 
upon some evidence 
d noe, ‘that efforta had been | 
Palais er ‘these pevsiemane Sos cepon 
the:ryote of Ramuuggdr advancos for the iv 
oh justify :the Joust the zesort to suck 








aed 
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ings as have been deposed to in this trial, The 
ryots throughout the country are, by this time, 
perfectly: well aware that the acceptance or refusal 
of Indigo advances are matters perfectly within 
their own power and will, and what we have before 
vas in this instance is the undisputed fact (for I 
have not heard it questioned throughout the trial) 
that the ,factory servants were engaged upon 
lands with which the ryots of Ramnuggur have 
no more right to interfere than you or oPeiad it 
upon any geneal notion that Indigo cultivation is 
objectionable they interfered in this case to prevent 
that cultivatton where the planter had a full right 
to adopt it, they are certainly very seriously cul- 
pable and are liable to punishment. 
(Sd.) Rivers Taompsoy, 
Officiating Sessions Judge. 
The 3\8¢ Marck 1864. 
Finprne. * 

A majority of the Jury, consisting of 4 out of 5, 
find that Modhoo Ghose, Pitambur Doss, Burra 
Gridhur Ghose, Omesh Ghose, Kilaram Ghose, 
Surroop Doss, Chota Gridhur Ghose, Tajoo 
Mundal, Sreeram Doss, Motee Lall Ghose, 
Loharam Doss, Nosiram Ghose, Motee Mundul, 
Darigk Ghose, and Bishonauth Ghose are not 
guilty of* the offences specified in the charge, 
namely, that Modhoo Ghose, Pitambur Doss, 
Burra Gridhur Ghose, Omesh Ghose, Kilaram 
Ghose, Surroop Doss, Chota Gridhur Ghose, Tajoo 
Mundul, Sreeram Doss, Motee Lall Ghose, 
Loharam Doss, Nosiram Ghose, Motee Mundul, 
Darick Ghose, and Bishonauth Ghose—firstly being 
members of an unlawful assembly in prosecution of 
their common object committed the offence of 
rioting, being armed with sticks which, used as 
weapons of offence, were likely to cahse death ; 
secondly, that they, in prosecution of the common 
object of the aforesaid unlawfal assembly, com- 
mitted culpable homicide not amounting to mur- 
der causing the death of Rammohun Banerjea, 
the act by which death was cansed being done 
with the knowledge that it was likely to cause 
death, but without any intention to cause death 
or to cause such bodily injury as is likely to cause 
death ; thirdly, that they have voluntarily caused 
grievous hurt resulting in death to the aforesaid 


.Rammohun Banerjea in the absence of grave and 


sudden provocation, and that they have thereby 
committed offences punishable under Section 146, 
Sections 149 and 804, Clause 2nd, and Sections 
149 and 325 of the Indian Penal Code respective. 
ly; and the Court direct that the said Modhoo 
Ghose, Pitambur Doss, Burra Gridhur Ghose, 
Omesh Ghose, Kilaram Ghose, Surroop Doss, 
Chota Gridhar Ghose, Tajoo Mundal, Sreeram 
Doss, Motes Lall Ghose, Loharam Doss, Nosiram 
Ghose, Motee Mundal, Darick Ghoso and 
Bishonauth Ghose be discharged. 
(Sd.) Brvazs Taomrsoy, 
iating Sessions Judge. 
‘. Ghe Blas March 1864. 


From F. B, Cooxznanz, Esq., Officiating to the 
Government of re rye the of the High 
Coust,—(No. 9810, dated the 6th May 186é:) =. 
{am directed by the Lieutenat-Governor to re- 

: west that the 
jon’ blethe Judges 

“Wo, es74, datos Of the. High Court 


rege Goreroment ‘Wo. 1486, dated 


Secretary 


‘To Govertiment; No. 1027, dated 10h 
Bretm: Gor 
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working of the system of trial by Jury before 

them; referred to in the correspondence marginally 

noted, to be so good as to take into their considere 
ation the recent Koomree riot and homicide cace 
tried before the Sessions Judge of Nuddea in 

‘March Inst, o full report-of which, it is presumed, 

has been submitted to the Court by the Sessions 

Judge, and favor His Honor with their views on 

the subject in the report promised in your letter 

No. 1027, dated the 11th December last, as early 

as may be practicable. 

From F, R. Cocxrszny, Esq., Officiating Sooretary to the 
Government of Bengal, to the Ollciating Registrar of the 
High Conrt,—(No. 3018, dated the 18th May 1864.) 

Ix continuation of my letter No. 2819, dated 
the 5th instant, I am directed to forward, for the 
information of the Hon’ble Judges of the High 
Court, the accompanying copy of a letter No. 67, 
dated the 29th ultimo, an! of its enclosure, from 
the Commissioner of the Nuddea Division, relative 
to the result of the trial in the Koomree riot and 
homicide caso. 

From H. L. Daurtze, Esq., Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Seoretary to tho Government of Bongal,— 
(No, 71, datad the 6th May 1864. 

In continuation of my letter No. 67, dated 29th 
April 1864, Ihave the honor to submit copy of 
the Judge's charge in the case of Government 
versus Hazaree Sheik and Grischunder Mozoomdar 
charged with forgery. 

2. The case appears to me to have been an 
undoubted instance of infamous and shameless 
prostitution of the powers which the State has 
confided to Jurymen, . 

8. Tlearn from the Judge that all the bad 
acquittale by Juries (some four in number) have 
been ih cases in which Indigo Planters wero 
concerned ; in others their aid is invaluable. The 
power of empanelling special Juries is required. 





In case or Govegyuant on Prosecution oF E. 
‘ Cranpon 


versus 
Hazarer Suet anp Gnrisuconper Mozoompar. 


Charge.—T His evidence was read over to the Jury. 
It was explained to them that the charges against 
the two prisoners were distinct, the one against 
Hozaree Sheik being that he fraudulently and 
dishonestly used as gentine a document purporting 
to be a valuable security, knowing it to he false ; 
and against Grischunday. Mozoomdar, that in 9 
judicial proveeding before the Moonsiff of Chonee- 
para, and afterwards before the Deputy Magistrate 
of Kooshtea, he intentionally gave'false evidence. 

‘As regards the charge against the first. prisoner 
(Hazaree Sheik) it appears that in a suit for 
arreara of rent before. the Moonsiff of Choneepara, 
who has powers of a Deputy Collector, the prisoner 
filed the pottah marked A. in eupport of his 
defence. The prisoner does not deny the using of 
the document in question, and apart from his 
admission, the fact: is most clearly -eatablished 
by the ¢vidence of Jadoonath. Chatterjea, the 
Sheristadar of the Moonsiff’s Court. It remaing, 
therefore, to ‘ascertain and ‘decide whether, in 
using the said document, which is alleged by the 
‘prosecution to be falee, the prisoner ‘knew, or had 


reason to believe, that it was's forged” docement, | 


and ‘chat it’ Was used with the intention. to 
defraud ‘ 


‘When the pottah in question was filed before 
the Moonsiff, Mr. Chardon, on behalf of bie 
emnployer, Mr. Kenny, appears to have represented 
to the Court his belief that a forgery-had been 
perpetrated, and under Section 169 of the’ Code 
of Criminal Procedure -the prisoner Hazaree 
appears to have been made over to’ the Fouzdary 
"Court of. Kooshtea for tle purpose of investiga: 
tion. into the alleged ¢ offence. ~The Deputy 
Magistrate has.committed the prisoner for trial in 
this Court, x ; 

The Jury will give thpir attention, in-the first 
place, to the document {teelf marked A. If a 
forged document, they willgat once perceive from 
its contents the motive forthe forgery, masmuch. 
as it confers upon the holder certain righte ia 
perpetuity which the alleged origmal pottah 
marked H. does not convey. : : 

The etidence which has been: brought forward 
to prove that {he former :pottah is -a forgery is 
the direct evidence of three gentlemen, who 
depose on oath to the fact that the signatare 
which the saiddocument bears is not the signature 
or the handwriting of Mr. H. D. Tripp, whose 
nagno is upon it, One of the gentlemen referred to 
is Mr. Tripp himself, who most positively ewears 
that tke writing.on this pottah is not hie, and his 
statement is supported by the testimony of twd 
other-genitlemen, who have heen for many years 
connected with him in business, and have thereby 
enjoyed unusual. facilities for becoming acquainted 
with his handwriting, and especially bis manner 
of signing his name. 

Apart from this, I must point out to the Jury 
that all these gentlemen depose to the fact that 
such a thing asa lease in perpetuity (which the 
alleged forged pottah purports'to be) has never been 
granted in their Concern to any parties since they 
have bean connected with it, and until the prisoners 
can refute this statement ‘by the production of, 

sor reference to, any mourossee pottah in Mr. 
Kenny’s Zemindaree, the presumption is not an 
unfair one that the present document is nota 
genuine one. 

Bo far there is direct evidence against the pottah 
ffiled by the prisoner Hazareo Sheikh in the 
Moonsifl’s Court. It further appears, however, 
from the witnesses who have deposed in the case 
that, while the matter was under the investigation 
of the Deputy Magistrate under the direct orders 
of that Officer, the house of the prisoner Hazarce 
was searched, the resalt of which was that. a 
second pattah for the same land was discovered in 
his posséesion. The circumstances under which 
this search was ordexed, and the manner .in 
which it was. made, hava-been fully detailed, in 
the evidence, and though the prisoner’s Counsel 
has attempted to throw a donbt upon the le; 
lity of the proceedings of the Police, and tos 
tried’ to insinuate that this second doonment. had 
been surreptitiously introduced. by seme enemy 
into the prisoner's house, :I must ‘very.steongl 
point out; to the Jury that there is ‘hot a particle 
of evidence to give support to such sappositi 
It in to:be noted, on the: contrary, that 





till the’: 
search-of the prisoner’s premises no one stems: to 
have been certain of tho. existence of this second 
boyrent ho one gave information to the De; 
agiatrate on the, eubject; and: it ix due to bis, 
| sagecity alone that the document in question ever.” 
came to light, and when it ‘dean jy nob ag onny 
Eally. prenerved:unsier look and. hey in-a iyo, 
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it required the presence of the prisoner’s brother 
to open, there would scarcely seem to be a doubt 
that-it had been all along in the prisoner's 
sessioti, aud was the true and original pottan ‘which 
had been given $o tho prisoner. This point 
receives the fullest-confirmation from a comparison 
of this alleged original pottah with the Kubooliut 
entered in the book, which js ite exact counter- 
fart. 1 do not suppose there can be a doubt that 
this book ie a genuine and authentic record of 
the Kubooliuts received * by Mr. Kenny in 
exchange for the pottahs gifen by him, for to 
suppose otherwise would gs to suppose that this 
entire volume, composed of about 200 pages, 
regularly kept and numbered, had been contrived 
throughout to mest the demands of the present 
euse. It will be noted, too, that in this book, at 
the number which pyrporte to be the counterpart 
of the prisoner’s pottab, appears his own signature 
which, according: to the evidence of two or three 
witnesees, was made by the prisoner himself in 
the presence of Mr. Tripp, 

The charge against the second prisoner, Gris- 
chunder Mozoomdar, is that of having given false 
evidence by stating that he had given the alleged 
forged pottah marked A. by the order of Mr. 
Tripp to the prisoner Hazaree Sheik, uw 

e prisoner Grischunder has i 
defence that it was rather from a ook at-the signa- 
ture and the date on the said pottah that he had 
made the statement on oath, which “he admits, 
and if jt rested on this point galy, {think there 
might be strong grounds for believing that he 
had not knowingly stated what was false, for the 
Jory will have noticed that both pottahs A. and 
H. bear the same date, and the alleged forgery of 
Mr. Tripp’s signature is a very close imitation of 
his writing. 

But the matter does not rest on this only. It 
is in evidence that on the date which the two 

ttaha bear the prisoner Grischunder was not in 
fir. ‘Tripp’s service, and both oral and documentary 
evidenee has been submitted to prove that a 
fortnight previous to that date he had been dis- 
charged from his post. If this evidence is to be 
relied on there can be no doubt whatever that in 
stating what he did before the Moonsiff and the 
Magistrate the prisoner deposed to what he knew 
to be false, and therefore is liable to the penalties 
of Section CXCIII. of the Penal Code. 

, This case, the investigation of which has lasted 
fpr three days, appears to have excited 4 great 
deal of interest, and 1 have no doubt the Jury 
have heard much in connegion with it*outside 
the walls of this Court. Iemust invite them to 
confine their attention now in the decision of it 
to the evidence which has buen’ adduced in the 
trial, and to-exclude altogether, in its consider- 
ation, those prejadices which the prisoner’s Coun- 
sel would excite regarding Indigo and its cultiva- 
tion, about whith nothing. has appeared in. the 


evidence before the Court. 
(8d) Bivens Taompson, 
Offeiating Sessions Jadge. 
Finprxe. 

The Jury are unanimous in finding that Hazarea 
feo egg en 
oO K An’ rea, namely, 
that: Hasnieo Sheikh has frandolently” ond. dis- 


ookably-uped as genuine #- donethent purporting 
ia be aeateathe Sooty, kuowing it abe Tilecs 


‘trate of Nuddea. 





and that Grischander Mozoomdar has intentionally 
given false evidence in a judicial proceeding, and 
have thereby committed offences punishable under 
Sections 47! and 198 of the Indian Penal Code 
respectively ; and the Court directs that the said 
Hazaree Sheikh and Grisvhunder Mozoomdar be 


discharged. 


(Sd.) Rivers Tompson, 
Officiating Sessions Judge, 
The 9th dugust 1862. 


From F. R. Cockrnext, Esq., Officiating Saoretary to tho 
Government of Rengal, to the Officiating Registrar of tho 
High Court,—(No. 3126, dated the 25th Muy 1865.) 


Iw continuation of my letter No. 3018, dated 
the |®th instant, I am directed to forward, for the 
information of the Hon’ble Judges of the High 
Court, the accompanying copy of 2 communica- 
ion from the Commissioner of the Nuddea Divi- 
sion, No. 71, dated the Sth idem, bringing to 
notice another case tried by the Officiating Ses- 
sions Judge of Nuddea in which Indigo Planters 
were the prosecutors, and in which, in the Com- 
missioner’s dpinion, there has been a gross failure 
of justice owing to the partiality of the Jury, 
who returned a verdict of acquittal against the 
evidence and the Judge’s charge. 





From H. L. Dawrrer, Beg., Comminsianer of the Nudden 
Division, to the Officiating Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal,—(No, 49, dateg the 6th April 1864.) 


T nave the honor to b subeaits for the perusal of 
‘ is Honor the Lieutenant- 

* Dated 2ist ultimo, = Governor, copy of a letter 
No. 99,* which I have addressed to the Magis- 
Although the letter is written 
on receipt of a petition from certain villagers, my 
action in the matter has been taken rather on 
what’ I saw and heard when at Chooadangah 


during my tour. 


2. The letter has led to a protest from Mr. A. 
Hills (addreesed to his Agents) azninet my direct- 
ing any Officer, except Mr. Westland, to visit 
these villages, as euch a special measure imme- 
distely leads to the circulation of a report that 
the Government anthorize the ryots to repudiate 
their contracts. Isaw Mr. R. Scott Monorieff, 
one of the Partners of Magers, Gisborne and Co., 
on the subject, and I explained to him that I 
could not modify my instructions to tho Magis- 
trate to visit a portion of his own District ; but 
T offered to write a special letter to counteract 
the rnmours which Mr. A. Hills apprehenda that 
the Magistrate’s or Joint Magistrate’s visit will 
onrasion and I have aovordingly written my. let. 
ter No. 141,-dated Qnd April, copy of which is 
annexed, 

3. While this has been going on, Mr. Weste 
land has addresed a letter to the Magistrate on 
the relations between planters and villagers in 
his Sub-Division, which also contains his views 
on the Indigo question at large, I annex copy 


‘report for perusal, if desired, Farther 
ee have been called for on the subject of 


‘Mr, Westland’s 15th, 19th, and 20th paragraphs, 
4, Return of the enclosure is soquested; 
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From H. L. Danrree, Esq., Commissioner of the Nadden-| give him to understand that as we have had the 


Division, to the Magistrate of Duddea,—(No. 99, dated 
the 21st March 1864) 


I nave the honor to enclose eopy of a petition 
resented by Manullah Biswas und others, of 
‘atooliah Daukee, a Talook of the Katchikatta 

Concern, . 

2. AtChooadangah I saw a number of the 
ryots from the neighbourhood and heard their 
verbal representations, You are requested to fore 
ward, fur my inspection, the recdrd of the cases 
referred to in the present petition as soon as they 
are disposed of on appeal or at the Sessions. 

3. You will be good enough to ascertain the 
truth or fulsehood of the statement made in this 
petition, that the house of Haran Biswas has been 
forcibly entered and documents carried off since 
Haran was put into Jail. Il'so, you wilf ascertain 
by whom and with what object this was done, 
If it should appear that the factory servants were 
in any way implicated, you will, with reference to 
the etatemonts in this petition, ascertain whether 
advances have been taken by Haran’s family, aud 
if s0, when and by whom they were taken, 

4 It is stated in the petition that one Soojai 
Sheikh has been so maltreated that it is doubtful 
whether he will recover. This siould also be en- 
quired into. 

5. Section 68 of the Criminal Procedure Code 
gives you full authority to take cognizance of 
these cases. You will understand, however, that 
my object in directing the enquiry to be made 
is to ascertain what is going on. If your enqui- 
ties should give reason to believe that the state- 
ments in the petition are pot entirely groundlese, 
it will still be for your consideration, with refer- 
ence to the nature of the olfence which appears to 
to have been committed, whether there are suffi- 
cient grounds for proceeding under Section 6S 
against those implicated without a furmal charge 
being made against them. 

6. The petitioners allege that althouzh these 
cases have occurred, no complaints have been 
lodged at the Police Office nor before the Sub- 
Divisional Officer. If so, you will eudeavor to 
uecertain the cause. Judging from the temper of 
the villagers, I should have thought that they 
would lose no chance of lodging charges against 
the factory servants. 

7 request that you will also ascertain what 
is the eause of the existing relations between these 
villages and the Katehikatta Concern, I gather 
that the villagers have been positively refusing. 
to enter into Indigo contracts. Is thisso? And 
ifany considerable number of them have entered 
into contracts, when did they do so, and was any 
higher inducement offered to them to cultivate 
‘Indigo than that which they have hitherto refused 
to accept? The Manager of the Katchikatta 
Concern will of course be given full opportunity 
ef making any statements he tay wish to lay 
before you on the subject. 

_ 8 Itis desirable that the enquiries now di- 
rected ‘should be conducted on the spot by an 
Officer of experience. I-xeqnest that you will 
either make them yourself or entrust them to 
Mr. Oliphant. “ 

9. The cases which have been instituted and 

. the representations made show dlearly that bad 
feeling exists here, and {t is especially likely to 
* show, itself openly ut sowing time. Yon wilt be 
good énough to.explain fylly to the District Su- 
perintendent of Police how matters stand, and to 





full warning of the state of feeling in these‘ vil- 
lages, he will be expected to tuke suck special 
measures for the preservation of the peste a8 to 
prevent collisions if possible, and make it a matter 
of certainty that any violence whief may be com- 
mitted by either pafty will bé followed by the 
immediate arrest oF the: offeiders, He will ob- 
serve tiiat complaints aremade agninst the Snb- 
Iuspeetor of Thannah Alumdangah. The District 
Superintendent should ‘satisty himself whether 
they are groundless, | foubt whether the Assistant 


| Supcrintendent’s persongl firesence is now more- 





urgently required at any place in his juriédietion 
thin in this neizhbourhood ; if not, he should be 
directed to encamp there, 

10. You are requested to report on the special 
measures which may be takenpby the District Su. 
perintendent under these instructions, 





From HL. Dawprete, Es@, Commissioner of the Nuddea 
Division, to the Magistrate of Nuddaa,—(No, 141, dated 
the 2nd April 1861.) : 


Ir having been represented to me that the local 
enquiry ordered in my letter No. 99, dated 21et 
ultimo, will lead to reports being circulated by. 
designing persons that those who’ have entered 
into contracts need not fulfil them, I have the 
honor to request that the Officer who visits the 
spot will take the opportunity of making it known 
that one of the objects of his visit is to impress 
on the villagers that every man who hgs once 
executed a voluntary contract is bound to fulfil 
it and that refusal or omission to do so must lead 
to serious consequences, as the Courts will certain- 
ly award heavy damages for breaches «of euch 
contracts as these, 


From J. Werattanp, Esq., Sub-Divisional Officer of Choo- 
adungah, to the Magistrate of Nuddea,—(No. 36.) 

In reply to your Circular letter No. 29 of 11th 
March 1864, I have the honor to forwzrd a list of 
all the cases instituted in my Court this year und 
connected with Indigo cultivation. You will 
perceive that this sort of cases embraces a large 
proportion of the whole number instituted, The 
reason for that is this :— 

In these limited Districts, which furnish food 
for the Criminal Courts, there are to factions at 
war with each other, the ryots and the factory ; 
little offences continually are arising there and 
they arg brought into Court; while in other parte 
of the District, where this quarrelling does not 
exist, tlese Httle affaigs are compromised, or in 
some other way amicably concluded, Yon will 
observe that, with the exception of a few more 
serious cases, nearly fll the complaints refer to 
cattle rescue, (a complaint made on. both sides,) or 
carrying off by force to the factory, (a complaint 
made by the ryots.): With regard to the first, 
where. the factory and the ryots aro mutually 
well-disposed, the cattle trespass, “whivh leads to 
the rescue, does not occur, or if it does, it comes 
to 8. quiet termination; and as for the second, 
it is evident that if the factory and the ryots 
are on good terms, neither will the fuctory 
oppress the ryote, nor. will the ryote avcuse 

factory of oppression: 

2, But, furthermore, ‘these: cases can ‘only 
coeur where the ryote and the factory oan: meet, 
nately, either in ‘the villages immedistely adjuin- 
ing factories, ot in thoes: places. where’ sores. of 


: monte. 
theryots are on good terme with the factory 
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atid have settled, and others ara at war both with 
the factory and with their less bellicose-fellow 
villages. So fur is this party spirit earried that a 
man who auffere from a petty offence waits to see 
if the offender by within the number of his enemies 
or of his friends ; if the former, he complains; if 
the latter, he does not. « ° 

‘This explaing why I rgceive no complaints from. 
Kadempoor and such villages which are notoriously 
the leaders in these rows, because there the ryota 
have it all their own wiff un have no one to fight 
with. . 
8. You will find that most of the complaints 
come from— 


1et.—Daukee and the region round about Poa- | 


maree Factory. . 
2nd.—Heerobaradee.and the region about Ka- 
joora Factory. 

Srd.—Doddpathte, Pranpore, and the region 
about Locknathpoor, 

In each of these places the ryots have hall- 
settled. Ihave no complaints. from Mr. Hills’ 
side, because either he has completely settled, or 
has not begun tu settle at all (I talk of the time 
a month or two since) and the disputes in his 
elaka are developed under Act X. 

4, I proceed now to enquire whether there are 
reasonable grounds for supposing that the fac- 
tories oppress the ryots in any manner, and 
whether there is any truth in these numerous 
complaints regarding ryots having been carried 
by force to take advances, 

5. When first these cases were bronght 
before me, they were so numerous that I thought 
there must be come truth in them, fut I must 
confess that now that I have tried so many of 
them and found that of those in which the plain. 
tif appearel to prosecute the greater part were 
palpably fulse, and the rest totally devoid of 
proofs, I changed my opinion and could not help 
regarding with suspicion every case of the nature 
brought before me. Out of all the eases brought 
before me up to the present date I have only 
had one conviction, and my subsequent experi- 
ence in them leads me to fear that that case may 
have been only a got-up ony, or at least may nut 
have been true to its full extent. However, it 
was certainly wonderfully well supported, even by 
the factory books. I shall refer to this nature 
of case afterwards, and meantime only remark 
that inasmuch as ‘there was no proof that the 

* ‘Saheb bad anything to do with it, gv does not 
form any exception to my present remérks. 

6. ‘Kirst then, frome a’ consideration of the 
individual cases, it appuars that they are false. 

7. But I consider also, from certain’ reasons, 
that such cases renal be false, 


8. First, the’ Saheb has not the power to 
carry off ryots in the manner alleged. The days 
are’ gone by “when Planters used to surround 
themeelves pitl armed fattials fur purposes of’ 
‘poth offettce and defence. Ihave had complaints 
that ‘twenty Iuttials attacked and carried off’ from 
the mit an old man who" could not have tesisted 

“one, and -f have had others that a single unarmed 
“Bageedgect earried off from the centre of a village 
“two or three men and that too out of villages 
which I know would torn out toa man and halt. 
kill any factory servant who came near them. 
‘The cartying a man off by ‘foros in ‘Phe sight of 
‘alt ‘hip fens joa inatter so susceptible of easy 
“proof thigh the fiictory““would not dare to do it, 





9. Several factories have been shut for seme 
time now, and is it to be imagined that a planter 
would have closed his factories if he had the 
power and the will by force to compel cultivation ? 
If Mr. A. Hills shut up hie factory of Poamaree 
last, yenr because the ryots did not come to settle, 
is it to be imagined that he would open it this 
year and compel the ryots by force to avcept his 


|. terms ? 


10. Again the planters have no motive to 
compel the acceptance of Indigo advanees in this 
manner, Tnough a planter brings in a nu-nber 
of ryots by force and makes them aovept au ad- 
vance and sign a contract, it 1s folly to imagine 
that they will sow Indigo. Lf he does give theth 
money, they will certainly give him no return 
for it, and ifhe does not, (which is the latest 
edition of the complaints,) it is still more ridicn- 
lous to expect them to cultivate. [t is true that 
aclause in the contract binds the ryot, in de- 
fault of sowing Indigo, to pay a penalty of 
Rupees 80 per beerah, but the clause is merely 
nominal. It is periectly impossible to put it in 
foree. ‘Ihe cases are taken into the Small Cause * 
Court, and the planter gets his decree, but to 
execute it is simply impossible, and the planter 
rarely recovers even his Law expenses. This is 
not a supposition, it is a matter of fact, and the 
records ot any Court, at least in Chooadangah, will 
show how small is the chance of recovering one- 
tenth of the money decreed. This fact is well 
known both to ryots and planters, and therefore 
to compel a ryot to a coutract of this nature is 
simply to throw away money, even supposing 
that the ryots had, no means of cheating the 
planter out of his dues beyond remedy by law. 

Thirdly, the planter has not the will to oppress 
the ryots in this manner. In this part of the 
country the.planters have decrees against almost 
every one of their: ryots, and by putting them in 
force they could compel the ryots to. leave the 
country, The fact is, the end of the Indigo dis- 
putes is that the ryots are at the mercy of the 
planter ; he could rain them; he could drive 
them from their houses ; he conld compel them 
to any terms he liked, simply by executing his 
decrees in a legal manner, ‘This the planters do 
not do ; they are treating the ryots with the most 
undeserved compassion, giving up nearly the 
whole of their demands, in order that the ryots 
may again settle and return to the prosperity 
they once enjoyed, It is a monstrous absurdity to 
say that such gentlemen as these, whose only mo- 
tive isto secure the welfare of their ryots, are 
treating them with violenco and oppression, 

1L. “There is only one argument which appears 
to lead to a different opinion, viz. : a ryue 
willingly accepts 8 contract one day, why does ho, 
repudiate it the next? 

There te two answers Lo this objection :—~ 

Hirgt.—1 have no doubt many ryots accept 
these contracts for the express purpose of cheat- 
ing the planter ont of money. hen ryots has 
any. pressing need of money, all he has to do is 
to accept ‘an Indigo contract and take the ad- 
vance, Ihave no doubt that it is often the ouse 
that the advance having been recéived the ryot 
repents his contract. Second,—When a fow ryots 
accept contracts, in many places, they become gt 
once the objects of annoyanve to their friends ; 
in mony villages such is the feeling that such 
peraon would be regarded as.a traitor and bollied. 
till he repudiated bis act, 
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12. But by far the most frequent way of 
taking contracts is this. Taking an Indigo con- 
tract is not a matter entirely independent, it is a 
liability attaching to the lund. A village holds 
its lands nominally at a certain rent and without 
any stipulation as to Indigo, but there is a tacit 
‘understanding on both sides that that village is 
bound to give a certain amount of Indigo. The 
ryots of that village then come in a body to settle 
for Indigo. They offer the landlord to sow so 
many beegahs in the village ; a baszaining then 
commences, not regarding the amount of cultiva- 
tion required from each individual, but regarding 
the total amount to be supplied by the village. 
In former times this amount was fixed, but now it 
requires some bar- 
gaining to re-esta- 
blish ‘the amount. 
The next step is to 
Lp. divide this entirely 

among the indivie 
duals, and this division is settled by the Saheb on 
one side and the ryots im toto on the other, and 
the contracts are then made. It is easily con- 
ceivable that a ryot may be displeased with the 
contract he compels himself to accept in obedience 
tv custom, and even if the amount of cultivation 
contracted for were settled by his single will, it is 
not inconsistent in @ ryot to desire to repudiate 
an agreement which he has made for the 
extinguishment of a liability, for such is the light 
in which he regards it. 


13. Imust express my conviction that the 
factory servants in ¢ome places practice a little 
4oolm, They threaten the ryots and eo forth, 
but they do not use open violence, But the 
ryots do nct regard them, and they have very 
little influence-in the course of affairs. J am sure 
no one would be more ready than the planter to 
punish the small oppressions of these men. 

14. The outbreaks between the factory and 
the ryots arise not from illegal oppression but 
from the exercise of 
legal right. The 
execution of legal 
process, the impound+ 
ing of cattle, the measurement of lands, these 
ave the causes, which, in a quarreleome region, 
collect. the ryots and canse serions breaches of 
the peace, and I could mention villages where the 
very sight of a factory servant is sufficient to 
collect: the villagers for warlike purposes. : 

15, This bitter feeling would have long since 
died away bad it not been carefully fostered b 
certain persons. The influence of Native Land. 
holders in this respect is very great, and in more 
than one case have I found their agents directly 
abetting the commission ot crime. The matter 
will reach the principats soon. ‘The cat of the 
enmity of Native Landholders to the Infigo inter- 
ests are many and need not be specified. There 
are many of these “ certain persons” about. 
the country, and there will be until the ryots 
ceased to be duped by promises of imagidary 
advantages. 

. 16, Besides these cases there have been several 
of cattle rescue. Those brought by the factories 
against the ryots have occassionally been proved 
notwithstanding the assertions of defendants’ 
Mooktears that the case was a false one got up 
with the intention of compelling the ryots to 


Tut what about, tho ryots_ whose 
rate of rent is not liahlo to be rained 
by the Planter Zemindar, are they 
carefully excladed from the presnure 
of this village liability ? 

(Sd) 


Bat whet makes a region quarrel- 
some 
(84) HL. D. 





take advances, the connexion of cause and effect 
being somewhat obscure. : 

In The ryots also have brought a few cases 
of cattle rescue against the faptory servants. 
These cases were all connected with the three 
disturbed Districts abovementioned, and if they 
contained any truth, the plaintiff succeeded most 
effectually in concealing it. If a ryot has a 
complaint, he adds such @ number of improbable 
circumstances and impossible defendants that the 
case necessarily fails. ‘ 

18. Some recent evefitg at Daukee will afford 
a good illustration of the canse and effect of these 
disputes, I relate it partly trom personal know- 


ledge, partly from information received from the 


planter’s party. 

19, Recently, in omnsequence of some of the 
more violent of the villagers haying been impri- 
esoned, these villagers became ‘Quite’ quiet and 
made settlements for Indigo. Mattera had pro- 
ceeded amicably for a fortnight and more after 
this settlement, when a letter from one of the 
“certain persons” abovementioned arrived to this 
eflect :— 


“ Govettithent has heard of the ryots’ troubles 
and is goihg¢o send up the Commissioner and 
the Magistrate'to relieve them of all their debts, 
repudiate yotr'pontracts at once, and meantime 
send me Rupees 100.” 

20. Twent up to Alamdangah shortly after thia 
and in two days got twenty-six complaints from 
the ryote. 1 examined the varions plaintiffs 
regarding their cases; and as their story had not 
yet been got up per- 
fectly,* the cases were 
revealed to be palpable 
falsehoods. More of 
the ryots were present, wanting to complain ; but 
as I suspended their Mooktear provisionally (I 
bad other reasons to suepect him) they could get 
no one to write their complaints and went away. 
An early day was fixed for hearing, and then not 
a single plaintiff appeared. Meantime the- factory 
accused the principal of them of false complaint. 
Warrants were sent ont, but the whole twenty-six 
liad absconded. This village, which a short time 
since informed me that twenty lattials had 
attacked one man’s house, and three villagers had 
put them to flight, now complained that two or 
three Tageedgeers had in the face of the whole 
village carried off twenty men. 

Tam aware I may seem in this letter to be 
rather pleading the canse of the planters than 
regarding fhe matter from both sides; but it is 
since I came to this SubsDivision that 1 have 
become convinced that Indigo planting is net 
founded upon violence and oppression, so that 
my conclusions are the result of experience, not 
of prejudice. 

F conclude with the satisfactory information 
that the ryots are again settling in nearly every 
part of the Sub-Division, and I expedt to find the 
namber of such cases as the above gradually 
diminishing towatds zero, - 


© Tho ryote not being prepared 
for en cxamiuatin il the day of 


From J. Groonzaast, Esq,, Under-Secretary to the Govara- 
ment of Bengal, to the Commissioner of the Naddes 
Division, —(No. 2401, dated the 14th April 1664.) 

I aw directed to acknowlédge the receipt, with 
its enclosurgs, of your letter No. 49, dated the 
6th instant, reporting certain proceedings taken 
by you in connexion with ill-feeling > 
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subsist: between the Manager of. the Katchikatta 
Indigo Concern and the inhabitants of certain 
villages in the neighbourhood of his factory. 

2. Yoar action on the sabject of the complaint 
of Munoovlla Biswas aud othér villagers of Tutvol- 
lia Dacokee is generally approved by the Lieute- 
nant-Governor; but in reg%id to the enquiry 
directed in the 7th paragrapls of your letter to the 
Magistrate, 1 am to observe that you should be 
extremely cautious in making, or causing to be 
made, enquiries calculated to rgise a belief in the 
minds of either Indigo Plant@rs or Ryots that any 
partial action is to be looked for from Government, 
or that.ttie Government will interfere in favor of 
either party. 

78. It is always open to doubt whether enqui- 
ries such as thoxe directed in your letter to the 
Magistrate of Nudded} No. 99, dated the 21st of 
March last, are not likely to do at least as much 
harm as good, and it is generally better not to 
resort to them unless there be reason to anticipate 
a breach of the peace, and unless the Mavgistrate 
himsolf, who should invariably be firet consulted 
on the subject, concurs in their expediency. 


4. His Honor desires me to say that Mr. 
Webtland’s letter, of which you furnish a gopy? 
betrays the inexperience of a young Officer and 
a disposition to adopt an extreme and one-sided 
conclusion and to support it by ingenidus argu. 
ments, rather than to,form an impartial judg- 
ment between the conflicting claims of the plan- 
ters and ryots and to deal fairly and firmly 
by both, Mr. Westland cannot expect that 
a confident and off-hand expression of - his 
opinion on a very difficult question which has 
long eugaged, and still engages, the attention 
of Odicers more able and far more experienced 
than biruself will carry any weight. His Honor 
therefore desires that Mr. Westland may be 
instucted to refrain from commit-ing bimself to 
any such decided. opinions and from putting on 
record discursive remarks on a subject of which 
his knowledge is necessarily very linitud. 

5. ‘He should also, I am to add, be: cautioned 
against shewimg any partiality in adjudicating 
cases that come before him judicially, and told 
that any sign of bias or partisanship in his pro- 
ceedings, to which the tone of his letter, copy of 
which was forwarded by yon, might seem to 
indicate an existing tendency, will be held to 
disqualify bim for further employment ig the 
District. of Nuddea, or ia any other Distnet iv 
which disputes on the subject gf Indigo are fikely 
to arise, 


From H. L. Daxrree, Esq, Commissiover of the Naddea 
Division, to the . e Government 
of Bengel,—(No. 78, dutod the Guy May 1864) 

In continuatign of my letter No,.49, dated 6th 


ultimo, 1 haye thahonor.to submit, ¢ of Mr. 
Joint Magistrate Oliphant’s report dn the result 
of hie xjeit to Talook Daukee, fos, in the Choone | 


dangah Syb-Division. eet 
2. From the JGh. and followin paragraphs of 









the report it appears’ that the position, as ad- 
mitted by all parties, ia tiie —,Mr. A. Hills balde 
vein dace for. enhan} cae NG 
ages, A reat to.# donsiderabl 
pata aaa Die. in, the -qilleges’ 












the alternative of being sold out, or of entering 
into contracts to grow Indigo ou terme which he 
dictates, . 

8. A translation of one of the contracts which 
Mr, Hills requires to be executed is given by Mr. 
Oliphant, Ite*terms are most precise, and, as 
they appear en the fuce of Uhe document, hard upon 
the cultivator, such as I suppose no European 
holding a jote within the estate of another 
could be induced toaccept ; and as no reasonable 
or ordinarily providefit man would enter into for 
the sake of the advantages: whiclr the contract 
secures to him. . 

4, But Mr. Hills points out that besides the 
actual payments which are stipulated for in the con- 
tracts, he offers grvat advantages to those tenants 
who agree to grow Indigo in the shape of allow. 
ing them to hold their lands at a lower rent than 
that which he is entitled to demand, and of 
remitting portions of the debts which they owe 
tohim; further he states thdt the tenants of 
these villages have always behaved very badly, 
have not paid any rent for a long ‘time, and are 
deserving of no consideration until they begin to 
sow ; that he has power legally to sell them out 
and that he sees nothing to deter him from exor- 
cising that power if they will not’sow Indigo. 

5. It is clear that if Mr. Hills pays the 
cultivator 1 Rupee for every four bundles of 
Indigo, and also cancels so much of a debt which 
the cultivator owes as is equivalent to another 
Rupee on every four bundles delivered, he is in 
fact paying for the Indigo at the rate of two 
bundles for the Rupee, which is remumerative ; so 
also the difference between the rent levied from 
the tenant and that which the landlord is 
entitled to demand may be equivalent to a liberal 
payment on avcouat of Indigo received.. But the 
defect in the whole arrangement is that ever 
liability which the culrivator takes upon him under 
the arrangement is minutely set forth in the deed 
of contract and legally secured by it, wheress 
what are perhaps the main advantages which he 
is to receive in return, the remissions of debt and 
the privilege to hold his lands at. a low rent, 
(which the factory engages to allow .him), are 
not mentioned in the deed, which contains no 
expression from which it can be inferred that any 
conditions whatever have been made beyond 
those which appear on its face. 

6. Such an arrangement must go far to nullify 
the value of the concessions which Mr. Hills 
counts umong the advantages which he offers to 
the cultivators now in question in return for their 
undertaking’ to grow Indigo. However well 
assured the villagers may feel, from thrir personal 
aequaintancs with the present Manager of a 
factory, that v@@pl promises. and implied agree- 
mente will he e@upnlouely adhered to during his 
inqumbeney, any reasoning man must see thas 
the present Proprietor or Manager may at uny 
moment transfer the Concern to a leas serupuloue 
successor or fo'n Company, and that in that case 
nothing. would be secured to the cultivator beyond 
the payment at the ‘te of a “Rupee for four 
bundler as ‘stipulated in the deed’ of conbpact. 
In making these ‘remarke 1 assume that when 
ithe ryot enters into the oontiact ao separate 
docxinent is exequtéd, ‘either formally ‘cancelling 

“much’of his ‘debt, or guaranteeing to -him the 

i of not having his rent raised during the 
period for which he has etigaged to grow Indigo. 








{ 216 


assume this, for 1 have never heard mention 
made of any such separate deed ; whereas when 
T have referred to these contingen’ advantages to 
the caltivator, it has been replied that the 
advantages are merely nominal ; that they are 
indefinite ; avd that the claims are only held in 
abeyance until the next oceasion on,gwhich it is 
required to put pressure on the tenants for any 
factory purpose. 

7. Tho ryote fairly recognize that they are 
in the power of their landlord, and I think that 
much of the opposition which is now offered to 
Mr. Hillsivould disappear, and the strong dislike 
with which Indigo cultivation is now viewed by 
the ryote would be much diminished if every 
right, privilege, and advantage which the planter 
engages to give the cultivator in return for his 
undertaking to’ grow Indigo, were specifically 
detailed and secured to the cultivator in the 
formal deed of contract. It could be no dis- 
advantage to factory to give legal security for 
conditions which it already holds out with the 
full intention of fulfilling, and to do so would 
silence the objection that the advantages are 
given in profession only. 

%, ‘With reference to the 14th and. following 
paragraphs of the report I have called for expla- 
nation from Mr, Westland and for the records 
‘of certain cases. ‘The rewult of my enquiries shall 
be reported for the information of Government. 
From H, L. Ourrsant, Beq , Joint Magistrate of Nudden, 

to the Magistrate of Nuddea,—(No. 27, dated the Lith 

April 1864.) 

I Have the honor to infgrm you that, as request~ 
ed, I have paid a visit to the villages of Daukee, 
Benodpore, and Bholanauthpore, and have made 
an enquiry in accordance with the inetractions 
conveyed in Commissioner’s letters Nos. 09 of 
21st March, and 141 of 2nd April, and I beg to 
submit, herewith, a report showing the resulo, 

2. Before entering into the question of the 
state of feeling existing between the factory and 
the ryote, I will dispose of the points noticed in 
the 8fd and 4th paragraphs of the former of the 
Commissioner's letters. 

$. With regard to the case of Haran Biswas, 
it appeared on enquiry that. Haran Biswas died 
about. nine years ago, that his eon, Hoormut 
Biswas, short time ago, was sentenced, together 
with others, to six months’ imprisonment, and that 
he was in Jail at the time of the alleged violence. 
It farther appeared that a petition was duly made 
to the Officers in charge of the Chooadangah Sub- 
Division by Hossen Biswas, the brother of Hoor- 
mut, regarding the alleged attack on his house, 
‘and his deposition was recorded in the regular 
way. His deposition was. to the effect that he 
hea ‘been seized and taken away. . Poamaree 


Factory.and made to sign an contract 
against ‘hig will, and that, when he returned home 


on the same day he found some of the factory 
io plundering his , property. 
together mith many others, appears to 
a a 
tits bging at the same time fat on their defence, 
Sree eh instituting falee complaints; and se 
this case is closely connected with ‘many others 
whieh: caps nO ‘pending trial in.the Chooadangah 
) T.did not: 





4. From enquiries I made ‘on the subject it 
spbears that the plaintiff Hossen (who is # lad 
of about nineteen or twenty) and his brother 
Hoormut (who is now in Jail) carry on the busi- 
neas of Mahajuns, and that some of the factory 
servants who were in their debt carried off. their 
documents in order t*prevent them proving any 
case against them. It was farther alleged, as 
stated in the plaintiff's petition to the Sub-Divi-- 
| sional Officer of Chooadapgah, that on .the day of 
the above occurrence ha was taken to the factory 
with the view of making him enter into an Indigo 
contract, and that this &pportunity was taken 
advantage of by the servants.to make off with his 
documents in his absence. 

Apparently no advances were taken or contract 
entered into, either by him. or his brother, pre- 
vious to the above date, and lee asserts that chen 
the contract was not made volontarily, bet that,he 
was forced to make it. This, however, ton, 
have been showed to be false to the satisfaction of 
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the Asdistant Magistrate of Chooadangah, who,. 
T have no doubt, had.good reasons for acting as 
he did. Yet I can’t help thinking that the case, 
and especially the charge against the factory 
seryants for entering his house; seems to have been 
disposed of in rather a hasty manner. : 

5. With regard to the case of Soojay Sheikb, 
noticed in the 4th paragraph of ‘the Commis- 
sioner’s letter No. 99, from what I could ascer- 
tain, I think that probably Soojay was slightly 
assaulted, but certainly not in the manner repre- 
sented in the petition. He is 9 man in a very 
delicate atate of health, and constantly confined to 
his bed, and this circumstance was, there can be 
no doubt, taken advantage of to exaggerate his 
case. It appears that he is the servant of a man 
by name Bhogoban Biswas, of Daukeo, and that a 
warrant of arrest was out against Bhogoban, and 
it is alleged by Soojay that on a certain day a 
constable from the Thannah, in company with 
three of the factory servants, came to Bhogoban’s 
house to look for him, and that not finding him 
there they set upon him and assaulted him. 

Bhogoban was formerly a survant of the fac- 
tory, but he had been turned out of that employ: 
meat'and had since had cases with the factory 1 
Court, and in one of these cases he was suspectéd 
by the Judge of the District of filing some forged 
documents, and the matter was made over to the 
Fouzdary Court for investigation. The factory 
was, of eourse, anxious to have him punished, and( 
this wotld account for some of the servants going 
with thé constable toavarch for him, 


‘Th assault, however? if it did take place, wae of 
a comparatively trivial nature, for the defendants 
had no Fespone of any sort, and it wasonly alleged 
that a few blows with the hand were given. e 
apo preferred no complaint, he says, boesuse 
e was not well enough to go to Coimt. 5 
Considering the naturo of the osee, and looki 
atall the pireumstances, I did not consider that! 
there were eufficient’ grounds form: initiating 
proceedings under the provisions of Section €8' 
of the Procedure Code, and I accordingly took no: 
judicial action in the matter. AS 
8, ‘With regard: to: the ‘6th’ patagraph, of the’ 
Commissioner's letter, 1 have: ee 
that in the former case information was tai 





tad: 
that i€ would be proper | before the Assistant Magistrate of the : ive 
redo ee fore at Magistrate 8 Rab-Divi- 


sion, and in the Inter, no: information, was ‘given 
$y the pals beens be pam nan gent ol 
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1. ‘With regard tothe 7th paragraph of the 
Commissioner's letter respecting the relations 
between the villagers and the factory, I have the 
honor to state that the following is the’ result ot 
my enquiry :— | ot ‘ 

For the last four years no contracts appear to 
have been taken, and nos Indigo sown by the 
villagers of Daukee, Benadpore, and Bholanauth- 
pore; but this year, however, during the last two 
months, Koboolints have b8en given and advances 
taken by nearly all the Tilygers of the aforesaid. 
villages. The Kaboolintessfe all in printed forms 
and for various fermi sud the Rapier! is a 
specimen contract given ‘andul, of 
Dmikee, to the Poarsaree Fy 5, —e 

« T bind myself to sow sever chs of Indigo 
every year for ten years, and to give to the’ factory 
fifty-six bundles of Indigo (eight bundles per 
beegah) at the rate of four bundles per Rupee. 
I have teceivéd in‘advance the sum of Rupees 14, 
and I bind myself to cultivate the land selected 
by the Factory Gomastah. The land is to be 
measured: by-s fifty-five gnz russe, (twenty-nine 
inches. to the. guz,} and I will cultivate in Kartick 
and Chyot;getting my seed from the factory. 

“ T bind myself to take care of the crop without 
making any: objections, and.on the crop being ripe 
to cut it and take it to the factory, and have 
it measered by a six foot chain. I am then to 





obtain a“ hat-chitta” showing the amount, and at | 


the end:of the season to go-to the factory and make 
up my. acdounts at the rate prescribed above. 1 
bind:myself not to sell any surplus Indigo that I 
may obtain from the crop to any third party, and 
not destroy or injure any. If I do, or if through 
any neglect or fault, of mine a Jess quantity than 
that stipulated for should be delivered by me at the 
factory, then I will make Good the gaantity sola, 
; ee lestroyed, or defici- 
This, Iam informed,is about ont by giving the 
Rasean 20 pee heneeh rice of ahe mean: 
factured Indigo. IfI don’t, the Planter shall be able 
realize the amount from me under the Law in 
force, and no excuse of mine will be valid. I will 
continue to take advances from the factory and 
cultivate-Indigo in the. manner prescribed for the 
period of thecontract, and if on the expiry of 
the term I have not.worked off all the advances 
given to me, then I will continue to grow Indigo 
on the same terms until T have done ao ; this con- 
tract shall be binding on me and.my heirs.” 
') Before me it was urged by the majority of the 
ots, that these contracts had been forcitly made, 
that is to say, that theye(the ryote) fad been 
cargied off to the factéry and threatened until 
thoy. would agree to*the tertas proposed. On the 
other-hand, it-was asserted tiy the fantogy that 
the contracts had all been entered into voluntarily, 
and thatthe ryote were.now merely trying to 
repudiabe thpir adeances, : 
8. The progeedings ind the Court. of the Sub- 
Diyisionsl of. .Chdoadangah eartainly go to 
that no force or illegal: measures were used 
‘Sbtain.these conteacte, for all the complaints 
ihe on this 
0 fale.’ ' While. many of thom 
‘beeu punished far ‘making false complaints ; 
the same time after whit: was | before 
lata‘ Indigo Commission, it is almost 4 

































int appear to have-| 


lla, ond he only 


, 9 That very great pressure has been used, and 
is now being'ueed, is not denied by Mr. Hills, 

Mr. Hills holds large decrees against most of 
the ryots of these villages. Some obtained from 
the Small Cause Court last year for breaches 
of Indigo contracts in 1859-60, and -others 
from the Act.X. Courts for rent. He has 
farther obtaifled decrees for enhanced rents at the 
rate of 12 annas and'1 Rupee per beegah ‘in plavd 
of 6 annas a beegah, as it was before, snd he has 
told the ryots nbw thit they must’ sow Indigo, 
and that if they don’t, he will execute his decrees 
and sell them out. Placed in sich circumstances 
as these, many of the ryote of coutse have given 
in and have taken what is alleged to be a voluntary 
contract, the arrangement made with them, I 
believe, being that if they will sow Indigo the rent 
of their land shall not be increased more than 2 
annas beyond the old’ rates, and a great portion 
of the debt due from them to the factory shall be 
remitted. 

10. ‘The ryots of the neighbouring village 
of Belgachee have all lately settled with the 
factory, and they have done so,’ they say, because 
they cannot hold out any longer against their 
Zemindar ; they are now in his hands, and he has 
ordered them to sow Indigo, or take the con- 
sequences, and they have no course left them but 
to agree to his terms. Some of the villagers of 
Benodpore, Bholanauthpore, and Daukee have 
also come to terms in the same way, but they 
say also that though the Indigo cannot but prove 
a losing speculation to them, yet they have no 
option in the matter. 

11. The majority gf.ryots, however, of these 
villages are still holding out, All the villages are 
in a very wretched eondition, and some of the ryots 
have already deserted. They admit that their 
present condition is ovring 0 the misunderatend- 
ings which have existed between. them and their 
Planter Zemindar for the last four years, and that 
he has the power to sell mosteof them out at any 
moment he likes. They further heard their 
landlord tell them in my presence that it was bis 
intention that they should sow Indigo for him, 
or that if they did not they should not remain. 
Under these circumstances there was little to 
be said on my part. Mr, Hills is not acting 
illegally, and the ryots did not say he was. 
Some said they could not help what their Zemin- 
dar intended to do, they never would cultivate 
Indigo again; others again were undecided, 
anxious not to haveanything todo with Indigo, 
and yet not seeing how to avoid it. 

ww Is to Mr. Hills that I thought 
the terms of his contracte were rather unfair to 
the ryets, and that he should somewhat relax 
them ; but he was of opinion that these vi 
should do aggll his other villages have done. He 
said that advan’ he ed them, vis., of 
holding their lund at a less rent than they other- 
wise would, and:of having.a portion of their debt 
remitted were very great; thattheryots: of these 
villages had slways behaved very badly, had not 
paidany rent for a long time, and. were deserving 
of 10 consideration until they commenced to sow. 
‘He bad power legally to sell them out hessid,and 
if they would not sow Indigo, he did net see why 
he ebould not exercise that power., There were 

per 16,000 beogahs of land ‘tn thete'threo 
tequired 470 to. be: sown in: 
' Tadigé, and he did not ‘think there was: anything . 
unresapuable in this. 
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18. T-eould, therefore, merely advise the ryots 
that as it appeared that their complaints against 
the factory for having forcibly taken their 
Kobooliuts had been dismissed as false, and that 
as they had clearly heard what the intention of 
their landlord with regard to Indigo-~was, it would 
be well for them to endeavor to come to some 
terme with him and so save themselves from imme- 
diate ruin, They all behaved in a quiet and 
orderly manner, and appeared to me at last to 
think that this was the best cdvrse they could 
pursue, eee 

14. During the enquiry I received very nu- 
merous representations against the proceedings of 
therAssistant Magistrate of Chooadangah ; indeed 
the complaints of the ryots generally were directed 
far more against the Sub-Divisional Court than 
against the factory, and I therefore deem it my 
duty to notice a few of them :— 

A. It was urged, as stated in the petition of 
the 29th March, made by Manoollah Biswas, that 
the trial of their cases after having been fixed 
for a certain day was altered to another day with- 
out their knowledge, and the cases then all struck 
off in default. 

B. That several of them were put into hajut 
and detained there for eight days, no bail being 
allowed, although the offence was bailable, 

C. That some of them were summoned to 
answer a charge of making a false complaint, 
when no one charged them for such an offence, 
and when it does not even appear from the Assist. 
ant Magistrate’s judgment that the complaints 
were false, 

D,” That their legal advisers in the Court have 
been suspended, and that they can now get no one 
to render them any assistance. 

E. That the Assistant Magistrate wouldn’t 
allow the factory to come to terms with them by 
withdrawing the cages and compromising, but in- 
sisted that they all should be punished. 

F. That they received great injustice from 
him in the casos noticed in the 2nd paragraph of 
their petition to the Commissioner, 

15. With regard to the first point there are, I 
think, grounds for their being dissatisfied. 

On the 19th March eight* cases were instituted 
by the ryots against the 
servants of the factory, 
and the trials were fixed 
for the Ist April, on which 
day they were orderad to 
produce their witnesses, 
On the 22nd March, how. 
ever, fresh orders were issued to the effect that the 
cases would be heard on the following day (the 
23rd) and that fresh notice was to be issued to the 
plaintiffs, “Plaintiffs got information, i¢ appears, 
on the morning of the 23rd, but having*to collect 
together their witnesses were unable to go-off at 
onoe, and afterwards when they reached the Court 
they found thut all the cases had been disiniseed 
in default. z 
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the Police in execution of a warrant on the 30th 
March, and on the record there are two orders in 
Bengallee, dated 30th and 31st March, respective- 
ly, to the effeot that the prisoners were to be put 
in hajut, but these ordgrs are not signed; and 
there is another ofder in English :5f 3st, to the » 
effect that they must furgish Rupees 50 security, 
orin default be committed to hajut, The pri- 
soners were charged with’ making a falee com- 
plaint, which is a bailable offence, and therelore 
the order in English was a cegular one, 

‘The petitioners, howefer, insist that they were 
not given the option of furnjshing security -until 
the 7th April when their defénce was taken, but 
whether this was the case or not it is impossible to 
say without further enquiry from the Assistant 
Magistrate, ‘i 

17. With regard to the 8rd point it appears 
that eight cases were instituted by the ryotson 
the 19th March and eighteen on the 2ist, all 
against the factory, and they were all disposed of 
by the Assistant Magistrate in one decision on the 
28rd March. The Assistant Magistrate writes as 
follows :— 

“In these eight (’.,¢., the former eight,) I 
merely took the substance of the complaint, but 
the second day when eighteen were presented, I 
examined on some of the leading pints in the 
case, The plaintiffs had not prepared their story, 
and were taken by surprise. The whole thing was 
sufficiently shown to be a conenction of lies. Other 
complainants from the.same villages were ready to 
present their complaints but did not do so,” and 
the whole twenty-six cases were dismissed, the 
firat eight at any rate being manifestly dismissed 
in default. Several of the plaintiffs were at the 
same time charged by the Assistant Magistrate 
with having instituted false complaints and war- 
runts isstted for their arrest, and among those 
against whom war- 
rants were issued 
were three of the 
F plaintiffs* in the 
first cight eases which were dismissed, not as re- 
corded because they were false, but merely on 
default. This is what appears from the record ; 
whether there are any other circamstances con- 
nected with their arrest-or not I am, of course, 
unable to say. 


18, As regards the next point it seems that 
two Mooktears were suspended from employment, 
but reinstatgd after two or three days. 


19, With respect to the fifth point it appears 
that some of the ryots on Seeing that their’ com~ 
plaints were dismissed, afid thgt the ‘Assistant 
Magistrate was determined to prosecute’ them. for 
bringing false complaints, erttleavored’ to- affect a 
comprouiise with the planter, Mr. Meares; that 
‘Mr. Meares stated ‘to. the Court that “he had 
come to an artangement with the ryots’ now, 
and he hoped that no further actiog would. be 
taken by the Court in the matter ; but the Assist 
ant. Magistrate did not allow any.such — comptos’ 
mise, and meeset that the cases should be pro- 

ith. 5 ¢ 


 Himut No. 247, 
Hyder ,, 2rd. 
Shadoo 5, 263. 


16, ‘With regard to the next point it is urged, | conded 


pith : that the eight men 
hee Tatton, P named in the mare 
Bhatia Haniel, in, were illegally 
beer aaa Ketcined in. hajut., 
Hand Sant for. eight ° days. 


~ ‘From the record it 
appears that they were’ “chalaned” into Court oy. 


20,. With regard to the laet.point-I need only 
ee that in,the sonia fpenty fous are ott 
of thirty got released by the Appellate Conrt, 
(Magistrate) and that in ‘the peer Aefea- 
dante were sequitted ab the-Seksions by the Judge. 

2. 8.—The petition that. dame with’ the’, Coma, 
mmimioner’s: erewith encloed,: 
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From the Secretary to the Government. of Rongal, to the 
8 to the Government of India, Home Depart- 
ment,—(No. 778T., dated the 16th Juno 1864.) 


In continuation of the letter from this Office, 


. o. 2457 

+ Letter fi , LandRolders’ and 2 
Commercial “Associate? datol 14th April dated the 16th 
April last, 1 


From Secretary, Landholder’s aiff Commer- 
cial Association, dated Srd ultima, with enclo- 
""From Commiseioner of Nudiea, No. #0, 
dated Sth idem, with enclosure. 


am directed by 
the Lieute- 
nant-Governor 





ig lofty, landholerye2 Commercial to forward, for 
viation, 61ST, dated 4th is ty ‘. 

ToSecetary,Agersltardl and Moricultarat the informa- 

Society, No. BIBT, data it ee tion of His 

missioner of Jo. 614T., 

dated ath ior, Excellency the 
To the Registrar, High Court, No. 2819, Governor 

Alated 6th ultimo. Generalin 
From Conmmitsioner of Nuddea, No. 67, Y 

dated auth AN Tas, with ocr ay Council, the 
To Officiating Registrar, Hii h No. stcompanyin g 

Bie ie copy of the 


papers marginally noted, having special reference 
to the affray which took place at the Bagadangah 
Factory on the 25th February last. 

“g, The other papers noted in the margin, a 


Commissioner of Nuittes, No, 49, copy of which 


From, : 
dated 6th April last, with enclosure. isalsoenclosed, 
To Commissioner of Nudles, No. 9401, Year on the 
dated 14th idem. : 
From Commissioner if Nuiltea, No. 79, Same subject 
dated 6th ultima, with enclonure inadlaeea itis 
Feean a aac of Nudes, No.7, i 80 fae-na it 
dated Sth ultimo. connected with 
“To Registrar, High Court, No, 3120, dated the general 
26th ultimo. question ot 


Indigo cultivation, 





Report on the working of the Money 
Order system in Bengal for the 
year 1863-64. 


From H. Sasvemay, Esq., Civil Pay-Master, to the Scvre- 
tary to the Government of Bongal,—-(No. 6, dated the 
14th June 1864.) 


I wave the honor, in reply to your letter 
No. 1913, dated 18th ultimo, to forward to you a 
copy of a Report drawa up by Mr. Ronaldson, 
Officiating Controller, upon the working of the 
‘Money Order system during the yedr ending 30th 
‘April last. ae 

2. Mr. Ronaldson has left me but Njtle to add 
beyond the general remagk that the aystem has 
doth worked well and bgen highly appreciated by 
the public, ‘The greatly increased demand for 
orders on the partof remittance makers affords 
unanswerable testimony to the fact that every 
confidence is placed upon the security of thea 
means thus afforded to them of sending small 
sums of money froni one Station to another, while 
the facility® with which the Orders are obtained 
and. i# poh as hos never bofore existed in 
India, and -can scarcely be maintained uoder any 
other system of remittance drafts. It ig impossi- 
Dle, however, to expect that the system can be of 
any very raaterial-or extensive use, or that any im- 

t financial results.can be obtained, while tho 

foney Order system remains confined to its present 
limited circle; it is.oaly when it is extended to 
the whole of the Bengal Presidency; and then to 





the Sister Prosidencies of Madras and Bombay, 
¢hat'really beneficial resalte may. ke looked for. 


As facilities of communication by rail increare the 

cost transport of bullion will necessarily decrease, 

and the value of money become more and more 
equalized throughout the Empire; and even at 
present it is not reasonable to suppose that any 

Joss can accrue to the State by allowing to the 

public the privilege of making, at a trifling cost, 

small remittances of mouey which can in no way 
touch the interests of the Banker or interfere 
with the exvhange operations of tho country. 

T have already gugyested to the Supreme Govern- 

ment the advisaSility of permitting an extension 

of the Money Order system, bat have not received 
any reply to my Report on the subject. 

From H. Rowatpson, Esq., Officiating Controller, Money 
Order Department, to H. SaxpeMan, Esy., Civil Pay- 
Master, Bengal,—(dated the 10th June 1804.) 

‘Wire reference to paragraph 3 of the letter from 
the Government of Bengal, No. 1133T., dated 
9th October 1863, I have the honor to submit a 
Statement showing the operations of this Depart- 
ment for the year ending 30th April last. 

2, From this Statement it will be seen that 
during the twelve months 26,032 Money Orders 
were issued, aggregating Rupees 15,61,597-6, and 
that 28,849 Orders were paid during the same 
period of a total value of Rupecs 15,62,261-2. 
The amount of commission realized on the issue 
of Orders was Kupees 16,%60-14, 

8. Taking the total number and the value of 
Orders, issued and paid the average value of each 
Order issued would be Rupees 60, and of each 
Order paid Rupees 544. 

4. Comparing these results with those of the 
first six months it appears that, whilst the total 
number of Orders issuzd during the year, and the 
amount of ‘commission realized thereon, was more 
than double that of the first six months, the total 
value of the Orders issued was rather less, which 
demonstrates that the Department bas been more 
largely availed of for the purposes for whien it 
was primarily established, viz. the remittance of 
small sums. On the other hand the total number 
and the value of Orders paid were both more than 
double the corresponding figures of the first six 
months. 

5. With few exceptions the number of Orders 
issued by each Agent during the year was more 
than double that of the first six months. In eight 
Districts the number was trebled and quadrupled, 
and in a few Districts the increase was even more 
marked, As in Burdwan the Orders issued in 
1863-64 were 270 a9 against 41 during the first 
six months; in Cuttack 2,558 as againsb 923; in 
Gya 1,417 as against G1;in Miduapore 30! as 
against 62; in Mymensiug 1,018 as against 239 ; 
aud in Pubna 284 as against 62. 

6. Of the totalamount of Orders paid during 
the. yeargRupees 9,51,800 was disbursed from 
the Calcutta Office on 16,639 Ordems, giving an 
average value of about Rnpees 57} for each 
Order. The remainder of the payments, amount- 
ing to Rupoos 6,10,461 on 12,210 Orders, were 
distributed amongst the Mofussil Stations, thus 
showing that the system has largely afforded the 
means of muking remittances between Motussil 
Stations that were previously wanting. 

7. The foregoing results are exclusive of the 
transacticns of the Money Order Offices at 
Mootebaree and Lohurduggs, the accounts of 
which are still ontatanding, and therefore cannot 
be included in the present Statement, 
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8, In addition to the commission realized from | some Districts where banking facilities exist the 


the issue of Money Orders a further sam of 
Rupees 240-9 was received in Postage Stamps in 
this Office on acount of second commission for 
the issue of duplicate Orders, transfers, re-pay- 

ments, &. A sum 


tae re Anh; of Rupees 857-13 
Ree  gI0 So is also fvailable on 


Lapsed Orders account of lapsed 
Orders, that — is, 
Ogdtrs remaining 
unpaid more than 
twelve months, and to whieh all claim has been 
Jost by the respective remitters under the Rules 
of the Department, These items added to the first 
commission give a total of Rapces 17,959-4, as 
shown on the margin, and which is available to 
inect the expenditure of the Department for the 
year, 

2 9. The charges of this Office for salaries and 
amounted as 





total 


17,959 





continger during the year 
follows :— 
Rs. As. P. 
Controller’s ealary ve nee 8,600 0 0 
Establishment, ve 2,381 6 0 
Contingent charges B28 4 0 
Total Rupees ... 6,309 10 6 


To this must be added the commission to Mofissil 
Agents, which at $ per cent. on both sides of the 
account will amount to Rupees 2,527-11-9, giving 
2 total of Rupees $,$37-5-9, so that there remains 
a balaace of Rupees 9,121-10-3 in favor of Go- 
vernment as the net receipts pf the Department. 
10. Many of the Collectors not having reported 
on the working of the system in theis Districts, 
it is not possible at present, to furnish any 
Report on the general working of the system, the 
extent of its’ popularity, and whether it might be 
further extended in any District by opening out 
new Offices. A Circular call has been made to 
Collectors, a copy of which is herewith forwarded, 
and when the replies thereto have all been received 








a further Report on the subject will be sabmitted. 





rate of commission charged on Orders is consi- 
dered too high, and also that the remuneration 
allowed to Agents is quite incommensurate with 
the responsible nature of theiryduties and the 
amount of security they are required to deposit. 
These ave points that will be more fully noticed 
when reporting on the working of the different 
Offices, . 


11. There can be no goubt from the results 
now shown that the imyoduction of the Money 
Order system into this country has been attended 
with immense advantages 4 the public having to 
make emall romittanees. It is only at large and 
important Stations that any facilities have hither- 
to been afforded for obtaining money drafts, few, 
if any, meanshaving been available for sending 
monies between Stations in the interior. The 
introduction of Currency Notes has doubtless 
afforded means that did not previously exist, 
but the risk attending their transmission through 
the Post is great, and, judging from the constant 
intimations in the public papers, the losses must 
be heavy, as few, if any, of such Notes ever find 
their way back again to their legitimate owners, 
The recent decision also of the Small Cause Court 
that parties who receive lost or stolen Notes in 
gooil faith, even though such Notes my have been 
advertized and stopped at the Banks, cannot be 
made liable for theamount to their rightful owners, 
ought to make the public more cautious in adopt. 
ing that mode of remittance. 


12, Instances are not unfrequent of the loss of 
Money Orders in the Post, but it is hardly 
possible that any use ean be made of such Orders 
by those into whose hands they may fall, the 
checks observed in paying Orders being generally 
stiflicient to prevent others than the rightful owners 
obtaining the moncy, This secarity ttken with 
the various means that are afforded in the 
Department of transferring Orders after once 
issued from one party to another, or from one 
Station to another, granting duplicate Orders,’ 
&c., are falicities that do not exist elsewhere, and 


Meanwhile, however, it may be remarked that in J that cannot fail to be appreciated by the public. 


Statement of the Number and 


Amount of Money Orders issued and paid 


and the Commission realized by Money. Order Agents during the 


year 1863-64, 


ee 


























Number 5 Number 
Naxes ov Stations. | of Orders gimonnt ot Commission. Jof Orders One AS, 
issued. paid. 5 

Rs. As. P.| Rs. As. P. Rs, As, P. 
Alipore 3 1,666 %B 0} 17 12 0 80 2,465 7 0 
Arrah « 157 5,779 11 0 6912 0 422 22,129 14 0 
Balasore 1,076 78,426 7 0 812 14 0 333 24,451 18 0 
Bancoorah 134 7,669 0 0 88 4 0 80 8,307 8 0 
Batileah 3879 15,629 0 0} J74 14 0 204 Se451 1500 
Borhampore 443 15,665 4 0 107 6 0 358 16,718 0 0 
Bhaugulpore 671 24,005 14 0 283 2 0 459 11,478 6 0 
Bogtah 855 17,659 14. 9 192 8 0 54. 3,188 5 0 
Burdwan 270 7,701 2 90 97 6 «0 387i 13,889 15° 0. 
Burrisaul 1358 42,929 38 0; 462 4 0 185 6,943 15 0 
Cachar 149 27,3882 15 0] 3811 6° 0 98 7,278 56 0 
Caleutta 1,798 | 1,50,168 14 0} 1,587 2 0} 16,639 1,799 15 0 
Cherra Poonjee 426 14,870. 0 0) 178 2 9 69 2,893 1.0 
Chittagong 722 82,116 1 0 862 12 0) 871 25,843 lo 0 
Chuprah 338 5,868 8 0 85 10. 0; 458 25,591 14 8: 
Chyebassa ae 41 6,498 6 0 43 12° 0 5 79 12 0° 
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ce 

Number . Number 

Amount of st Amount of 
Names or Stations. ot Orders Orders issued. Commission. |of me Orders paid. 

ae | | —————|--___ 
Rs, As. P|} Hes, As. B. Re. As, P. 
Cuttack 1,89,581 14 0} 1,964.12 0 843 20,662 11 0 
Dacca 20,163 7 0) 235 8 0} ,1,872 92,548 8 0 
Darjeeling 33,022 4 0 - 86014 0} +706} 64,002 4 0 
Deoghur 14,564.10 0) 15210 0 19 1,309 4 0 
Deebrooghur 21,820 1 0} 247 6 0 84 5,086 138 0 
Dinagepore 24,805 9 0| (275 0 0 lll 2,860 9 0 
Furreedpore 46,989 7 0} 495 0 0 208 8,899 2 0 
sowalparah 16,882 10 0) 18712 0 89 6,511 1 0 
Gowhatty 22,348 4 0 257 6 0 852 18,273 3 0 
Gyah 12,155 14 0} 153 8 0) 218 9,214 12 0 
Hazareebaugh 12,416 11 0; 152 0 0 78 4,651 6 0 
Hooghly 4,209 9 0 50-2 0) 492 15,032 11 0 
Tessore 1,11,061 12 0) 1,134 12 0 204 8,205 9 0 
Kishnaghur 7,398 4 0, 8414 0 333 11,601 0 0 
Maldah 9,858 14 0) 115 2 0 64 2,058 13 0 
Midnapore 10,617 5 0) 126 4 0} 160 8,419 18 0 
Monghyr 8,022 11 0 97 10 0 201 10,077 6 0 
Mozufferpore 7,552 3 0 4 6 0 241 10,722 2 0 
Mymensing 59,608 12 0 630 2 0 172 8180 4 0 
Noakhally 45,175 0 0} 467 8 0 70 8,462 14 0 
Nowgong 23,449 7 0) 253 4 0} 196 15,369 656 0 
Nya Doomka 20,003 8 OF 204 @ 0 6 8113 0 
Pakour 1,563 4 0) 20 8 0) 39 2,382 15 0 
Patna 8,019 4 0 120 0 O 681 | 17,888 7 0 
Poorce 28,610 13 0} 246 0 0 97 8,251 8 0 
Pubna 7,559 10, 0| 92 4 0 224 10,555 5 0 
Purneah 82,706 15 0} «43898 8 0 1gls|* 7,718 5 0 
Puruleah 21,625 2 0} £2812 0 61 2,403 8 0 
Rajmehal 8,025 9 0 36 8 OO 48 2,123 7 0 
Rungpore 88,072 10 0) 40510 | 152 10,530 3 0 
Sahebgunge 1619 0 o| 1710 Oj 9 86 7 0 
Seebsaugor 9,698 8 0 10714 0 158 6,259 10 0 
Svoree 8,456 5 O- 10414 0 219 9,929 13 0 
Sylhet 88,872 0 0 873 2 0 391 16,802 9 0 
Tezpore i 11,544 12 0) 1382 12 0) 14 8,631 9 0 
Tipperah 2,431 | 1,84,166 1 0) 1,897 2 0 164 6101 8 0 
Tumlook 78 2,462 14 0 2912 0 10 878 12 0 
26,032 |15,61,897 6 016,860 14 0/ 28,849 |15,62,261 2 0 

(Sd.) H. Ronatpsoy, 


Officiating Con’ 





troller, Money Order Department. 


Parrren sx Taomas Jonna; ar THe Berean SacnRTARIAT OFFIOS, 


fio, 20. } 
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SUPPLEMENT ‘TO 
The Calcutta Gazette. 





WEDNESDAY, JULY 27, 1864, 








OFFICIAL PAPERS. 





A Burrumeent fo the Gazerre will henceforward be 
, the Government of Bengal may deem to be of interest to the 


ished, containing euch Official Papers ani Information as 
io, and euch ae may ep be made bene” 


Non-Subscribers to the Gaaxrrs may receive the Surrunment separately on a payment of sic Rupees per annum if 


delivered in Calcutta, or twelve Rupees if sent by Post. 
No Official Ordera or Notifications, the publication 


the Gazetrm muat be looked to as heretofore. 


of which in the Gazerte is aby 
customary to publish in the Garerre, will be included in the Surruument. For such Order 


Law, or which it has been 
Notifications the body of 








Reduction of Customs Duties on goods 
‘past through the Dominions of 
the Maharaja of Cashmere and 

‘ummoo. 


From the Secrotary to Government, Punjab, to the Becre- 
tary to the Government or India, Foreign Department,— 
(No. 228, dated the 29th April 1864.) 


Ir will be in your recollection that the attention 
of the Hon’ble the Licutenant-Governor .was 
given in 1862 to an earnest consideration of the 
trade crossing our north-west frontier. In a re- 
port made to His Honor by the undersigned it 
was shown that in consequence of the entire 
remiseion of all Customs duties on the Peshawar 
and Derajat border by the present Viceroy, Sir 
-John Lawrence, when Acting Resident at Lahore 
in 1848, the trade with Afghanistan, particularly 
by the routes leading from Peshawar,‘ had greatly 
increaged, It was at the ‘same time pointad out 
that access tothe markets of Hastern Toorfisten 
through the natural route pasting through Kasi 

jc was virtually barred by ‘the excessive duties 
acted under the orders of the Maharaja of that 
territory. - 

2. In my letter beat i wre (marginally 

: noted), nant-Gover- 

Prise peeomse as «Dor intimated tht there was 
nothing in thé treaties under which the Mabataja 
holgs his dominions limiting his rights of taxing 
imports or exports ; and it was explained that tho 
it. enteréd into with Sir Honry Lawrence 
Resident, binding the Mahi te callest 
 gupient duti was ittle use, 


becansa the ‘amonnt- of 
ecortaitied ot recorded, 
© ‘the letter it-was teported by His 
Hy Te the game letter - erat Pent 


theta of tbs Makara, to reduce the: exis 


duties to rates approved by the Lieutenant 
Governor, apd stated therein, on condition of re- 
ceiving compensation amounting to one-half of 
any loss of revenue which might be caused, in the 
same manner as it had been granted to the.Chieis 
of the Cis-Sutlej States. “It' was further communi. 
cated that the Maharaja, who had very reluctantly 
agreed to the Lieutenant-Governor’s proposal, had 
taken the opportunity of submitting his ardent 
desire to be allowed to acquire the taluqua of 
Bijwht in commutation of a loan, which he. had 
made to the British Government of six lacs of 
Rupees. 

4, The late Viceroy, Lord Elgin, did not at 
the time pass any final orders regarding those 
proposals; but, on the occasion of Sir Robert 
Montgomery visiting Kashmir last summer, His 
Honor was directed to diswuss the matter fully 
with the Maharaja in person, and that a decision 
would be given on the Governor General arriving 
at Sealkote. 


5. Accordingly the Lientenant-Governor had 
several conversations on the subject with the 
Maharaja, who constantly stated his desire and 
willingness to meet the wishes of the British 
Government, but still urged the request which he 


r 


| had submitted, and clung to the hope of its being 





granted. 
6. Sir Robert Montgomery duly informed the 
late Viceroy of the result of these communications, 


and it was hoped that on His Excellency’s reach- 
ing, Sealkote a final settlement of the matter 
might be accomplished; but this war, unfortu- 
nately, prevented by his subsequent illness and 
death, =< 

The Maharaja, however, 2 few months ago, 
communicated to His Honor that the subject was 
ati] under consideration, and several of the chief 
Merchants of Umriteor were summoned to Jum- 
sao to exsist in revising the Tariff, é 
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8. The detailed results have now been placed before the Lieutenant-Governor by Dewan Nihal 
Chund. The following Table will show that in many important itdms a considerable reduction has 


been made :— 























5 
E 
2 
we 
Name or Arricie, at 
8 & 8 
4 £9 
i“ 
English Piece Goods. Rs, As. PL 
1 { Longeloth, Dimity, Jean, &e.,| 20 0 0 
2 | Muslin, flowered pieces, Dress 
pieces Fes 8 7 4 
3 | Cambrie, Linen, Khasa, &e. 2 4 0 
4 | Colored Muslins, &c. | 10 8 0 
5 | Chintz, scarlet ; cotton, velvet. 13 6 9 
6 | Bundaree Chintz 23 2 6 
7 | Broad cloth 2911 0 
8 | Sugarcandy 85 0 0 
9 | Sugar 126 0 0 
10 | Molasses 150 0 0 
11 | Coarse Sugar 100 0 0 
12 | Tea fee 78 vu 0 
13 | Kiriana, spices, medicinal 
drugs, dyes, &e., &e.* 000 
Metals, 
14 | Iron 90 0 0 
16 | Copper 1 0 0 
16 | Pewter 104 0 0 
17 | Tin 5400 














toe liad | — 
gs [8282 
Sra lpose gs 
sezek Sogo be 
S478 G2 s 
Bees [SES ER Remarks. 
Ge Se |i 8'2 8 
2823 FRE ase 
gES8 2287S E 
*) “ |e L 3 
qnbee vere JS ene Pree 
Rs. As. P. Rs. As. P. 
80 0 10 0 0 
800 213 0 
8 0 0 5 0 0 
800] 85 4 
$0 0 4 5 0 
8 0 0 l211 0 
580 0 10 0 0 
1208 0 15 0 0 
12 8 0 15 0 0 
12 8 0 13.0 0 
12 8 6 13:0 «0 
128 0 15 0 0 
12 8 0 15) 0 OQ | ® Varies from 2-10 per cont, 
to 625 per cent. 
Per cont. 
316 
ch 40 
| Cardamums, 06 
1 so] 1000 
12 8 0 10 0 0 
.12 8 0 10 0 0 
12 8 0 10 0 0 














9. It will be seen that the duties formerly 
taken by weight, or mule load, have now been 
converted inte an ad valorem rate, chargeable ne- 
cording to the value stated in the Invoice. The 
rato on piece goods, which is the principal article 
sent to Jummao, has been decreased trom 30 to 
8 per cent.; that on raw sugar, which was at the 
exorbitant rate of 150 per cent., to 12-8 per cent., 
and on other saccharine produce in proportion. 
‘This is a great concession to the sugar-growing 
tracts of the Baree and Rechnah Doabe. The 
duty on toa becoming a staple crop in tho hills 
has been lowered from 78 to 12-8 per cent.; and 
the differential rates on spices and drugs, which 
were in some instances extravagantly assessed, 
have been reduced to a uniform figure of Rupecs 
12-8. So metals, which were rated at from 21 
to us per eent., have been brought down to 12-8 
also.. Rock salt, which was formerly at 18 annas 
and 6 pie per English maund, has been diminished 
to 8 annas. Tho above remarks apply’ to goods 
imported from the Punjab into the Maebaraja’s 
territory by auy of the following router 


1. By Jammoo and Bun-} 
nihal 0 
By Ukhnoor, » Boodhil, 
and Sumot: 
By Bhimbur 
By Gohalun 
By Mozaffurabad 





i“ | To Shrinugur 
and Ladakh, 








6. By Jummoo and ane} To Ladakh di- 
war «J rect. 

10. The rates on goods proceeding to Leh by 
the Koolloo route, whether from Bassahir or the 
Panjab, aro shown in Table II. A. By this route 
the rates wore always pretty reasonable, and are 
still generally below the revised rates above refor- 
red to. 

11, The following articles, which were highly 
wated, Have been reduced :— 


Per maund. Per maund. 
Rs. As. P. Re. As. P. 
Tron, from 28 Oto 0 3 o 
Sugar, from 140 096 
Sugareandy, from 14° 0 te 0 9 6 
Molasses and 028 


Cae Soret from 1 4 0 to 
12. Tables I. B. and IL Bw-will show the 
changes which have bees ae thé ba eharge- 
able on ls exported to the Punjab from Ygr- 
kund. aes Maharaja's dominions, whether % 
the Kashmir, Jammoo, Koolloo, or Baseahir routes ; 
but the duty on goods coming from Leh’ to Shri- 
nugur and onwards is not shown, = 

5. Another and’ most beneficial reform has 
been made by His Highness. -Pornierly there was 
no difference in the rates, whether, goods aware sold. 
at Shrinugur or, went on to Leh and Yarkond. 
‘This arrangement in practice prevented any goods 
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gojng beyond Shrinugur, and the traffic with Leh 
was restricted to the Koolloo route, though a 
very much more difficult one than that by Kash. 
mir, A uniform transit duty of five per sent has 
now been fixed for goods going to Leh, The 
trader to Yarkund by Shrinugur is thus placed in 
@ position fiscally not 18s advantageous than that 
of the one trading wit Bokhara by Peshawar. 

14, ‘The rates are not levied on the frontier of 
@he Maharaja’s territogies, but at_the towns, and 
vary with the distance. gable III. A. and III. B. 
show those at Jummoo} which, it will be seen, are 
lower there than atdhrinugur. A trader buying 
goods at Jammoo and taking them to Shrinugur, 
or to Ladakh, would have to pay the difference 
between the rates of those places. 

15, It is understood that the alteration in the 
rates has not yet been made generally known to 
the Merchants interested in the trade; but 
measures are in progress, under tho Lieutnant- 
Governor’s directions, to inform them. It is too 
soon te predict confidently the results whieh will 
follow ; but it is evident that the Maharajahas so 
far complied with the wishes of the Government 
as to make very material and beneficial modifica- 
tions of his Tariff. In the statements which have 
been shown to the Lieutenant-Governor there is 
no mention of the rates on goods sent from Leh 





and Yarkund /o Shrinugur, and it is not clearly 
known as yet whether there is still any intention 
on His Highness’ part to confine the trade from 
those places to the Koolloo route. Again, it 
seems that the Maharaja is quite determined that 
none of the fine Taridnie wool shall go out of his 
territory, as the rates on this article are nowhere 
detailed. He hus, of course, a great object in 
keeping up his monopoly of it. Still, on the 
whole, the Ligutenant-Governor cannot but re. 
gard the measbres of the Maharaja with much 
satisfaction, and he trusts that they will result in 
a very much expanded trade, both with the town 
of Shrinagur, the populous’valley of Kashmir, and 
ultimately with Eastern Toorkistan. His Honor 
considers that the Maharaja has deserved the ac- 
knowledgments of Government for the manner 
in which he has endcavored to meet its wishes. 
The Lieutenant-Governor will continue to wateh 
the circumstances of the trade, and is gratified 
that the exertions which he has continued to 
make for its improvement have not been alto- 
gether ineffectual. 


T have, &., 
Ri H. Davies, 


Secy. to Govt., Punjab. 


LA. 


TABLE showing the Transit Duties formerly levied on goods exported from “the Britioh Territories to 
Kashmir (Skrinugur) by Jummoo and the Banihal route, and those now laid down to be levied from 
Snmbut 1921 (which year commenced 9th April 1864) on goods that may be exported from British 
Territory by the Kashmir and Kishtwar Valleys to Ladakh, 
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IL A. LADAKH TARIFF. 


TABLE showing the Import and Export Duties levied at Lek on goods exported from the Punjab by the 
Koolloo and Rampoor Bishehr rowtes for Leh and Farkund, » 
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Ill. A. 


WHE DINGA” (TARIFF) OF THE CITY OF JUMMOG, or Import anil “xport Duties levied on goods 
brought into and sold at Jummoo and those taken out of it. 


Isport Duties. 
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LB. 


Eaport Duty on goods exported from the Maharaja's territory of Kashmir to British territories, by the 
Hanihal, the Bouddiul, the Sumot, the Bhimbur, the Gohalun, and the Moosu/urabad routes, 
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woven v=[L Ditto 8} 1. 9 6 Ol 
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Ichadur, uunleekar, needlework, 7 
10 yarda: 11 Di wf18 0 9 wa {LL 0° OI w | 70.9 
2 Chaar, umleskar, necdlenots RS 
yards ito | 180 Os Lo oo | 700 
i Jou nist, eleva sos Di of O23 6 #8 8 0) 068 6 
hue over, Pushmesna, a oe 
“wpadox ° 9 2 Q)- 
lotus, Pashmeens -vldth, 13 
: 0 800 640 



































































































IPuraewt nare on] £ 
Foamen zare or Dery iw Craéxae |Dervin Cancer| 
anv Courany’s Rurszs, AND ComPany’s 
on x Rorezs, -) 
“No. |” “Nase or Anrrozes. eg Reuapxs, 
Chilkeo |e, Chilkee fo + He 
Rtupees. (C°"® B®) reupeos. [OO'# Hw gs 
33] (Loongeo, charhashin, 4/1 in wf 9139 60 0 815 9 
Bb { and 6 yards long... Le M426] [2 0 9 226 
35 [lungota and Shalwar, (Push- vote 
meena kumurband,) ‘scarves, e o 
G yards, noedlework «1 Ditto e656; .f50o0 . | 35-6 
3 |Goolooband, unloe (needle! 
work) worth up to 25 Rupees!1 Ditto wl 4:30 . 2,8 vas lll 0 
37 |Mutun kaueckar, woven .../1 Ditto 1120] «(10 ¢ 2] 012 0 
38 [Pushinoena, puttoo, Thibetan, 
12 yards and 16 yards long 1 Ditto 2n3a} «f18o0 .. | 13838 
39 |Goolooband, kntan work. Ditto 010 0 = |06O i | 06 0 
40 |Kusauba (square shawl, “dl 
kan,” silk embroidered) ¢ 
| elusive of duty on chikun 
work, 2 yards square + /1 Ditto w| 415 9 ww | 416 6) 
41 |Ditto ditto up to 1 yard and) 
13 giras long, exelusive of} 
chikun duty s-[L Ditto ni 200] [2 0 ¢ : 
42 |Sling, Chinese Pushmecna or 
shawl cloth in 
the Raja's tert 610 8 30 | 310 6 
43 |Border “ hashia,” 723) w/7 23 
WV. R.  Raguj” or duty on| 
needlework unloobar find eruratia 
manure 
44 [Saffron (Zafuran or Putte) ..., Per munwatta...| O14 6 we [ao cl oc. | 224 6 fete t wer ate 
7 [zis of 
English staud- 
. ard. 
45 |Zurda Zafutan or Puttes '.' Ditto ., 26 9} ww {1 ed .. | oo] ° ‘ 
. "Our oD i A Ks i 
46 |* Bihecdana,” Quince seed’... Por Kashmiree [eon emtt 
maund 0 roC 510 0 Fs 36 seers 
47 |Churus ++/Por  teruk == 6 . English stand. 
seers English ed 
standard | 6 2 9 we [LO € on 528 
48 |Chobkoot, a toot +++|Per khurwar 3 
maunds 16 seers 
English stand, 
900; «19 OF 
49 |Bartung (medicine) lPer  Kashmies 
mound.) 3 2 0 . {20d wf 120 
50 |Kunocha (ditto) Ditto wy; 516 wo fF OC “4 216 
51 |Ufteemoon medicine and Vile 
(Cunafoba) Ditto 512 9 300 212 9 
52 |Goochifee, (vegetable) Ditto | 414 6 200) 214 6 
53 |Zeera, black, (Cummin xed)... Ditto nf 610 6 N]4 00 .. | 210 6 
54 [Woollen or Puttoo Juckets| 
kutandoz LinNo ..| 0100; .. [oO 8o . | O20 
55 {Woollen or Puttoo Jackets no © 
worked well Ditto uf 080); .. |b 69 020 
86 {Woollen or Putton Waistcoat .. 1 Ditto «| 0 2 0 # a2 Gg 
57 |Wovllen or Putto “ Futooee™ 4 
or coat worked or not work-| 
ed “ kutendoz” and “ sada,” ; 
large 05 0 . 10 5 oO 
58 | Ditto. ditto small o26 . |O 2 GF 
59 |Woolion stockings and gloves|Per pair 
5s [resins Ditto 080} 1 {038 0 050 
3) { Woollen (oonee) Ditto 040 019 039 
60 | Fruite, Kashmir apples, graper} : | 
umrood, &e, er Pitthoo or! ? 
kilta, sontain- 
ing500inNol 48 9) 4. |3 0 ~ 1189 
1 [Chadue, woollen seta —«.-|1in Now | 2:9 Of 12 9 
62 |Chadur, woollen sheets, pat] 
‘two folds oof Ditto «1 018 0 wa | 018 0} 
63 | Gubba.” woollen bed sheet} ; ; 
for » charpnee 4 100 010 ow. | 0 8 0 
64 | Ditto ditto flowered... 3.20 20°09 ow | 290 
65 IChngha, Cuttoo, woullen se 148 + 1022 0) co 08.3 
86 {Silk (raw) clean * vee h 7 q 
489 9 40 8.7 9 
67 |Unclean ow 48 7 9 20 a7 aT. 
568 Shoes, saghree ae 08 0 0 Ce en 
E aa q : 
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PRESENT RATE OF, 

Fopmer nats or-Dory rw Coreen |Dory ix CHrILKes! 
anp Comraxy's Rursre. anp Company's 

Rurezs. 


‘ 


No. ‘Names oF Agriozzs. Bemanus. 





Chilkee 5 Chilkoo " 
Bupeos. [Co's Ra Rupees. Co.'s Rs, 


Difference in 
Rupees, 








(No daty to be 
levied Within 
the Mahara- 
ia'n territories 
‘uu far a8 Summ 

si moo. Ex 

oo ” fee “ ” duty at Jum 

moo to be levis 
ed as herein 
eetailed. 


£9 |Kashmireo paper, Dahmooshtoe 
ri »  Sherjungeo , on 
ai . » Kulamdaneg} 





e200 
oon 
re. 


70 \Jare of Preserve of Violet, 
bottles of Bodmooshk, &c 
71 {Char mughz, Walnuts 
72 |Ducke, por score 

73 |Gheo 

74 |Vurch (medicine) 

78 |Phoollee Soda) 


© oon05 


o coa05 


“Per bottle 
,_kilte 
Ditto 

Per khurwar ... 
Ditto sia 
Per Kashmiree| 
maund tL 





prem 
onsaa 
eo50 
wr eeS 
eo 
obsaw 





& ewewo 
2 BNWKO 
2 ccoocy 


~ 
=) 
e 
S 


76 |Rulghoe, feather 

7 |Paper machis work, spoon: 

78 |Trays 

79 |Kulumdans, &e, 

80 |oxes, Sundook 

81 [Billour, chrystal 

82 |Saxpor, Sungi yusham 

83 | Pistols 

84 a es * { * a + eS, 

a5 |“ Khurul” of jasper e o24 "or Rupes 
loSince” oi Rentloworkel 7 oy (ABO I Se 1 0 8 6 atorenn 

beduhoet or flowered sheet. 

87 |Shells 

88 |Hookka bottoms 

80 |Ruasian Teather 

9) [Otter skins 

DL |Deor skins and Bear skins 

92 |Smoll earpots (“ avun"’) 

93 |Carpets, ghaleecha 























94 |Jai Nimaz 

95 [Nuddafee 

96 |Wooden shoes, Nalain 
97 |Tilloe shawlbefan 

98 |Kibla noome, or magnetic él 

compass ; 

00 [cheammates ond Carde 
100 |Mala of Billour, chrystale 
OL |Tarquoiz, &o. 














050 ws [0 2 G tae 0 2 6 lp Rupee of 


‘valuo, 





e 
Currants 1 |Per Kashini 
W | a Zurdaloo plPer Kashunivoy g gg] [4 oo .. | 6 3 0 


108 |Pushmeena cap soll in No. 
104 |Kuzreo, saddle Sik vlL Ditto: 
106 |Chirm yuruk, pr te, Joather Por leather 
Porter carrying » man 
coarryit Ditto 
108 |charjema (sod Diet 1 sat 
Horses and Ponies Per cent, of 


Tue 
{Khote zeera, Cummin -~}Per Keahmi: 


od 4 8 
Mea spate (rater aut : 
i Per khurwar ..,] 3 12 














woooos 





wa | 018 0 
a | 680 
9 
0) 





ee 13 
211 





oo Oo cancos 





© 0 © wBoeae 
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IL B. 


TABLE showing the Inport and Export Duties levied at Leh on goods exported from Farkund to. the 
Punjab, Kashmir ond Jummoo, through Leh 









































































































Exront Doww teviep Export Dury revier 
Hbont Dory revizp at Len. At LER on a ON BEING ExPoRT- 
Kootzooe ED To Rampoor. 
No. * Nawe or Apticrrs 4 " = S Tee S S 
2 2 g 2 4 ¢ 8 a . 
Noor | 2 | 2 [E| 4 Se alg 
Quantity. £ 5 24 5 FI 
"TE] Fle] 2] a7elé] 7 lg 
a & ele flail sg a 16 
Eaport Duty. 
1 |Shawl, wool vas|Per horse’or! ‘ 
pony load, "18 Nil 
2 |Bultec pashmeena ehadera ve|Per pair 06 060 .., 0 6 O 
3 |Felt Caps, Ohincse va|Por cap ...| *65 lo oog .. 00 
4 /Gillur pattur w.{Por mannd| 
katcha .., {1 49} 010 oO 
5 ve] Ditto. ww [1 0 oO 010 | 
6 |S «| Ditto 12k 4 0 010 
7 w|Per felt 10 T O 0190 
8 |Carpets so [Per piece ... {0 4.0) 0 4 
9 |Yamboo, silver mgots +o Per ingot. we | 1 0 OF 0 8 0 
10 |Tuwar, chinese silk cloth --|Per piece we fl 4 0 04 0 
AL |Linzee, silk cloth w{ Ditto ‘ {0 1 0} 03 
32 |Mushro, silk cloth w[Per pony 
load. ” 510 
13 |Sling +.[Per piece ... *610 0 .../0 4 O 02 
14 |Porcelain from Yarkeod ae Fee trozes 
Bid Maran, Core } 02 } oa 
ange 8 Per tola + os a 
Sima sized w [Ol oO 
16 |Gooli darehoenee ‘-[Por_maund d 
kuteha ... *eog..|1 8 at hae 012 Of 
17 |Lasea Tea, black -/Por Dha- 
moon or} 
Brick se! oer on wow 1/2 00 .. we 10 8 OF 
18 |Yarkund Tea + (Per pony 
Toad on) oer 610 oO 
19 Ditto vel Ditto.) a 6 0 oO 
20 |Rhubarb, Rewand cheenee «(Per mannd 
knteha ... #510 O}.,]2 © of * 
21 {Russian Leather +-|Per piece #510 0.4.10 2 O ow Jud. 029 
22 |Targot, Gold Thread, false - |Buttee 
seors Eng-| 
lish stands; 
ard #610 0 ...}1 0 azn De 10 Q 
28 |Horses and Ponies, Maf 
24 |Mameeran cheenee 
6 10 0, 
25 |Kimaana leather 
610 0} 
26 |Koondoos sable skin on 610 oO 
27 fe, Russion, false Fa 510 of 
23 |Buzazee, Yarkund cloth, sumzoon, ‘ 
zookh ioe 810 0 
29 |Brosdeloth, Russian 610 0 
80 |Yarkand Svap 510 0 
31 {Yarkund Tobacoo . 610 6 
$2 |Turquoiz . 510 0} 
88 |Gharee koon, a medicine, Chinese 6 0.01 
34 [Yarkund lead oe 6 0 0 
35 [Yarkund Sal Ammoniss, Nowssdus| 
{mineral} aes) 60.0 
86 {Gold dust r 010 : 
97 {Lapis lanuli: [Per Repee 
q E . of value, oe 603 
88 {Lapis lazuli (pound) --|Per maund| 
: : kutehe wl. | 2°86 
e. {Iron from. ‘Yarkmd oe 
40 fRainine : ae : 
41 [Piebtochio wuts n Nef 
49 |Horees and Ponies ‘ ’ 
$3 |Rukumisalames and Felt +» |Rerkofla:.| 3, 60 ‘ 


No. 


toe 


2 


x) 


10 


ll 


12 


13 


Naxas oy Anticrts. 


Ghee, per Rupee of value “i 
Shawl manufactured in dummoo 
Ditto and shaw! thread 
brought from Kishtwar and. 
taken to Umriteur | 
\“ Trungur” taken by the Mak. 
wal route, por Rupee of value 


Ry the-Tavo route 


Another rate, per ten Rupees 
[By the Ramghur route, per 
Rupee of value vee 
Another rato, per ten Rupees 
Bamboo work, Pitar 
Chunger 
Chhabaiturazoo 
Baskets 
[Shoes (pairs of) 


* Trungur,” Ginger, do, por 
Rupee of values” nr 
Rico, Basmutee, per Rupee 

value 


i 








“ 
ime ~f 
Goat-skins and skoos taken to 
Umriteur, Kishtwar, and 
Sreenugir 5 
‘Buzcazce, Kirianas Piece goor 
‘and eopper und brass ‘uten- 
ils. Munyaree and tea taken 
to Kishtwar, Oodhumpoor,and 
Riasee, Ukhnoor, Himmut, 
Sambhs, and ‘Ramnugur, 
Bhudrwa, percent, ad valorem J 
(Timber brought down on the’ 
Taveo below Jummoo, per 
Rupoa of value = 
\Raw silk end saffron from 
Kashmir ae 
Quince seed from Bhudrwa, 
Doda, and Kishtwar 


(Cholkoot 





S 
oe 


Salt taken to Out-stations in 





Jummoo, viz., Riaseo, gam- 

th, Khidres, oolabgarh, 
ner, Dharlutla, Underwah, 
pir cent, ad valorem 





‘Salt taken to four other stations, ") 
i twar, Joud- 
poor, Kaanse, per’ Rupee oH 

Vs ae 





Per kutcha| 
Per 
1 
Per “tattoo 
load. 


‘Each 


Por score ... 


Per score... 


Per maund 
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TI. B. 
Exports from Jummoo (City), 


2 


Forszr Dory. 





From traders natives 
of Jummoo. Per 
cent. ad va orem. 

From traders not na- 
tives of Jummoo. 
Per cent.advalorem 

Present Duty to be 


° 


bo 
on 


mound «.,| 


tattor 
load 


———_ ew ee 
© OD000HK OHO oO 
te DHOOM Ww 


Per 100 
maunds 
kutcha... 





2 





Lahourge.| g 


i 





alike from Voth deseriy 


of traders, 


valorem. 





gS 





fer cei 


° 








Difference per cent. remitted. 


8 0 





"5 12 0} 


wv) 





A ———r' 


Rewagxs. 


ee inp oe lt ape a ten Hoan ah ae dy 


*ExclusiveofCastome 
duty taken on fer- 
ries and posts. 


[ "Exclusive of duty to 


be levied at out. 
posts (Customs), 


Export daty maf. 


‘No export duty taken 
at Jummoo, but to 
pay aduty of 1.90 
Per cent. ad ealorems 
atthese plscos except» 
ing at Riseoe, where 
it shall be “maf.” 

Tho established duty 
on the Customs posts 
“ Goozurat” also to 
be taken. 
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Correspondence on the subject of Bri- 
tish Trade with Sikhim, Thibet, 
Bootan, and Nepal. 


From J. Gzocrroan, Esg., Under-Seorotary to the Govern- 
mont of Beughl, to the Superintendent of Darjecling— 
(No. 681, dated Darjecling, the 2nd May 1864.) 


Tne Licutenant-Governor has been informed 
by Cheeboo Lama that the trade with Thibet, 
which is yearly increasing, and b/s now assumed 
considerable proportions, would be greatly pro- 
moted if a suitable place near the Station of Dar- 
jeeling were assigned to the Thibet traders, where 
they could find proper accommodation for them- 
selves and their cattle during their stay at that 
place. : 

2. It seems to His Honor that no better site 
could be found for this purpose than the Govern- 
ment reserved land at the end of the Lebong 
Spur. 1¢ is sufficiently near the Station for pur- 
poses of trade, and yet not near enough to cause 
any inconvenience to the residents if occupied in 
the manner proposed. ‘There is abundance of 
forest and grazing ground, and if there are no 
springs water can easily be conducted there to 
the lower levels by a bamboo conduit from the 
upper part of the Spur. 

8. The land ig not now required for any other 
public purpose, nor, if it were desirable to alienate 
it, does it much value as a building loca- 
tion for Europesn residenee. A few sheds should 
be erected at the extremity of the Spur for the 
acgommodation of the traders on a level at which 
water could be easily supmlied by the natural®fall 
of the ground, and the shed# should be connected 
with the Rungeet Road by a good bridle-path 
eight or ten feet wide. 

4. The traders would probably be willing 
dereafter to pay a small rent for the use of the 
ground and sheds, and people ought to be eneour- 
aged to form a bazar there under proper regula- 
tions, and on condition of removal at three 
months’ notice should the ground be required for 
any other purpose. : 

6. The timber should be carefully preserved 
and no one should be allowed to cut down a tree 
without your permission. The burning of the 
jungle on any part of the land must be absolutely 
forbidden 

6, The Licutenant-Governor has ascertained 
from Cheeboo Lama that an arrangemeut of this 
kind would be very acceptable to the traders, and 
tend. tly to promote the trafic with Thibet. 
His Honor therefore requests that you will take 
the matter into your immediate consideration and- 
submit a Report on the plan suggested, which, 
im ‘case you see no objection to it, His Honor 
authorizes your taking measures a¢ once to carr} 


out. 

1. Tam at thé same time to request that you 
will be good enough to prepare and submit a 
general ‘on the trade between Darjecling 
aud Sikhim and Thibet, showing, as nearly as 

on. can Hscertain, the quantity and value of every 
sind of produce imported into Darjeeling from 
‘thoee countries during the past four years, and of 
the articles, including’ specie, taken'in return. 
The routes * which the traders convey their 
goods should ‘be accurately described, all impedi- 
Sealey. whith the trade: say bein an wi 

hindered sbould ‘be ascertained and report, md | 





8. Iam also to request that you will ascertain 
and report the particulars of any trade that mr- 
now exist with Bootan on the one hand, and Ney" 
on the other, and make any suggestions for t. 
encouragement of such, trade that may ocour ta 
you. 

— 

From H. C. Waxe, Esq., @. 8., Deputy Commissioner of 
Darjeel ng, to the Under-Secretary to, the Government of 
Bengal,—(No, 277, dated the 80th June 1864.) 

In accordance with tle instructions conveyed 
in paragraphs 7 and 8%f your letter No. 58T. of 
the 2nd of May 18643 1 ave thg honor to subm’ 
the following Report on oGk trade with Sikhit. 
Thibet, Bootan, and Nepal during the years 186 ; 
1861, 1862, and 1863, together with a Tabular 
Statement showing the articles of mercbandize 
which have changed hands with the prices realized 
year by year. 

2. “My means of gathering information ar 
restricted, no traders of any importance resid’ 
here, and the details have, in 9 great measure, be 
supplied by Cheeboo Lama, whose position 
connection with those who trade between int 
above countries are such as to render him well 
acquainted with the subject and to enable me to 
rely on the accuracy of his statements. 

3. The calculations of course are merely ap» 
proximate, hut, I consider, tolorably accurate, 

Importations from Sikkim. 

4, The merchandize imported from Sikbim 
consists of horses, cattle, including sheep and 
goate, blankets, ealt, musk, wax, ghee, oranges, 
millet, rice, lime, and copper; the last only sinee 
1862. ie 

5. There has been # steady anna increase in 
the trade, and the importations of 1863 are 
nearly double those of 1960; the prices realized 
during the four years under notice amount te 
Rupees 89,535. Of this Rupees 19,450 returned 
to Sikhim in the shape of goods, Rupees 70,805 
leaving the District in cash. The sales of 1863 
alone amounted to Rupees 38,094, of which 6,750 
was spent in the Settlement. 

6, The most valuable importaticns have bee 
ponies, salt, wax, millet, lime, and copper, all bu: 
the last being used and consumed in the District 

7. ‘Traders enter the Settlement by four routes 
two vid Namchee and Chadam to the Burra Rur, 
geet on our frontier, and two vid Zeemee to Gok 
and Tramdue to Colbong, No special imped 
ments tostrade are reported, the difficultics bein 
confined jo the ordinary vicissitudes of travel i 
mountainous and sparsely populated countries an 
the badness of the roads. : 

8. As regards the trade’ with both Sikbir 
and Thibet every thing is to be hoped for by t*! 
completion of the proposod main road thro...’ 
the former to the frontier of tho latter 
I trast that the execution of this projen 
no longer delayed, and that carlf gene 
Officer: may be specially appointed w. 4 
tramelled by other duties, can witheut interra;' 
tion complete the curvey, marking out the r6.j 
in such a way thet the work may be at ont 
earried on, : ‘: 
Exportations to sidlio, 

9. The articles:purchased here for exportati 
to Sikhim are English cloth, calico, brazen ai 
other metal utensils, tobacco, and ‘coral, the pri. 
realized during the last four years amounting 
alregdy shown, to Rupees 10,450. : 
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10. The receipts of 1863 exceeding those of 
81 by nearly one-third. With the exception 
+ Stobaceo, which is grown in the Teraie, none of 
<tese goods are of local manufacture, the Settle- 
ment being maifly its@f dependent on other 
Beer for its supplies produces nothing for export- 
a¥ion but tea, 


11. As the manufacture of this latter increases 
and the communications with Thibet art improved 
a great quantity will doubtless be oxporiad for 
consumption both in tiigcountry and Sikhim ; 
inhabitants af both afe large consumers, and 
prick tea irmportg? fr8m Lassa and China, 

‘gir present markets, will no longer be used. 

‘12. As trade is opened up and an acoassible 
murket provided, the prosperity of the people will 
proportionsbly increase and with ita demand for 

“uropean aud foreign luxuries; there is already 

aunually increasing call for English cotton 

‘oods and cloth, ° 
“2 Importations from Thibet. 

‘8, ‘The trade with Thibet consists in importa- 
tps of horses, mules, blankets, tea, turquoise, 
pxtails, wool, musk, brazen musical instruments, 
and shoes, 

14. The imports have increased greatly during 
the last four years ; the total cost of goods sold 
amounts to' Rupees 64,005, and that of 1863 is 
nearly treble that of 1860. Of this Rupees 64,005 
Rupees 43,700 are spent in Darjeeling in the pur- 
ebase of goods for exportation, only Rupees 20,305 
being taken away in cash. i 

16. The chief increase has been in horses, 
blankets, turquoise, wool, and musk, the first, for 
the most pert, finding their market in the plains, 
the second being casily disposed of amongst the 
jinmense number of coolies now employed im the 

Settlement. 

16. The increase is owing to our improved 
relations with Sikhim, through which the Thibe- 
tiane must pass, and the trade will no doubt be 
greatly augmented by the completion of a direct 
road through Sikhim and Railway communication 
with Calcutta; a considerable portion of the 
‘China trade would doubtless be diverted from 
other and more circuitous routes, and Darjeeling 
as a mutual market in a fine climate will me 
important as a mercantile Depdt, 

* 17. Merchandize from Thibet reaches us by 
‘toutes starting from Chala, Yekla, Nathey, 
{Cumra, and Dangsa; all these meet in Sikhim, 
#hrough which they enter Darjeclingyoid Gang. 
tock and Dikeeling; these either being separate 
voads to-the Burra Rungeet, there is a small Ex. 
port Duty levied at Fogy in Thibet. No other 
tobstacles are reported, 
Exportations to Thibet. 

The articles exported by the Thibetians 

fly tobacco, indigo, and kuth, (catechue,) 

-a ofewhich in 1868 exceed those of 1860 

x thag six to one, * 

%  Thg other articles mentioned, with the ex. 
{peption of aaltpetere and bar iron, being petty 
‘English manu! res; the latter; besides pny 
dear on account of the distance from which they 
are brought, are difficult of carriage, and are pro- 

ey supplied to the Thibetians from other quar. 


5 Importations from Booten. 
‘20. "The trade from Bootan, as is to be expected 

















the bental and ignorant natureaf their B 
pale Tuo oie? article 4a. be deveaed afl 


appears to be muscle, and we get the benefit of 
this in the numerous cvolies who find employment 
on our Public Works and Tea Plantations, There 
is scarcely any perceptible increase in their im- 
portations; the total value during the four years 
1s Rupees 1,700, while, in the other hand, the 
‘value of goods taken in exchange amounts to 
Rupees 4,208.only. ©: 

21. Again cloth is the only article worth 
mentioning; still, as this item includes all sorts of 
cloth and cott ds, it is significant as giving 
proof of a demard fot English goods. 

22, What is known of their buildings and 
Public Works shows that they are an ingenious 
and mechanical people, and improved relations 
with the country would doubtless lead to a brisk 
trade, 

23. There are two roads by which Bootan 
trade enters Darjeeling; first, vid Shaugney and 
Jungsa to Dalimeote, thence crossing the Sum- 
lienghat to Poshook ; second, from Paroo passing 
the frontier of Thibet and Bootan by Choomby 
and Rinchingong in Thibet, thence vid the Chula 
Yeklah and Nathay Passes in Sikhim to the 
Burra Rungeet, With respect to this trade as 
that of the other countries nothing on their side 
seems called for but better roads. 

Importations from Nepal. 

24. Regarding the trade with Nepal I write 
with great uncertainty, The information T have 
received tends to show that trade during the last 
four years hag remained much where it was; the 
only increase of importance appears to be in 
cattle and blankets, for both of which the increased 
population of Darjeeljag@affords a ready’ market. 

25. The sales of 1863 show only Rupees 25,140 
against Rupees 23,040 of 1860.; the total prices 
realized in the four years amount to Rupees 96,960, 
of which only Rupees #,000 were spent in return.. 

26. This is probably accounted for by Nepal 
bordering on other Districts more accessible than 
this. The latter sum is said to be spent entirely 
on chintz and cotton goods, - . 

27. The figures both as regards Nepal and: 
the other countries represent only sales effected to,, 
and by, regular traders. 

28, The Nepal traders reach us by three- 
routes ; fet, vid Elamghurree in Nepal, crossing 
the Michee to Nagree; second, Mayoong in Nepal 
to Goong; third, vid Toonglong and Fulatoong 
in Nepal to Samaboong near Ghoke. No special 
difficulties are reported except as regards cattle 
and iron, the exportation of which: is said to be 
prohibited and to be effected secretly. A small 
Duty is levied on the frontier on other articles, 

29. As I have shown, the difficulties of access 
alone are complained of by those from whom I 
have gathered| my information, but there is 
another and a far more important obstacle, which 
brings-me to the first part of your letter under 
reply. 

ay. Tt is the uncertainty of the market, the 

purchasers being confined to few and scattered 
individuals, and there being no place. where trade 
can be openly carried on, competition aroused, and 
cattle goods safely herded and stored, and the: 
traders comfortably acoommodated. 
. 81. ‘Fhe tradere from all'these countries coa~ 
@regate here much about the same time at the- 
end of the rains and during the cold weather, and. 
1'see no diffeulty in:carrying out the Lieutenant. 
‘ Governor's project. of waxtiog, apart the Lebong- 
Bpar for. ‘these: purposes, though eventually 


[ 238 ] 


would not limit the accommodation afforded to 
the Thibet traders alono. I some time ago reported 
to Government that I recommended tho institu. 
tion of an annual Fair, and that Cheeboo Lama 
would furnish ground on the Ghoke Hill, but 
that was with a view to its being casily accessible 
from the proposed road to Thibet, and, under pre- 
sent circumstanées, the land at Lebeng as being 
in immediate communiation with one of the 
main roads and being Government property may 
be preferable, There was no agin commencing 


| 


operations at the commencement of the rains with 
plenty of time before us, as the traders do mot 
begin to arrive till the middle of October, but ¥ 
have put things in train and will havea sufficient 
space cleared and rough gheds efested by the time 
they are needed ; it would be difficult to establish 
a Bazar in so out-of-he-way @ place, where the 
market would only be semporary and one will 
naturally arise with the necessity, and I will take 
care that due notice shall be given to those likely 
to assist in the matter, « 





LIST of Articles imported from Sikhim. 







































































1860, 1861. 1862, 1868, Torat. 
Nawes or |. 15 2 ~ y Say S 
ARTICLES. Bs Be 2s Ba 
Sis 5 BE 5 3 22 5 BS . 
ae 8 gs g 8 gk 3 t 8 
3 a] 3 ‘| 8 : 
6*|# le"] 4 Eld*|213*| 2 
Rs. |, Rs. Rs. Rs, Rs. 
Ponies 20| 1,300, 25] 1,600) 80} 1,900] 40) 2,600) 145) 7,400 
Blankets 300} 450/400) 600/450} 675] 800/750) 1,650) 2,475 
Salt (mds.) 200} 1,600 300] 2,400, 400) 3,200] 500) 4.000} 1,400) 11,200 
Musk 25) 173) ~~ 80)~—«210] = 85] 45) 40) 280} 130) 910 
Wax 40| 800} 5] 900] 50} 1,000} ~—5}_-1,100} 190} 8,800 
Ghee 9) | 180) Jo} 200) 12} 240 15| 500 46' 920 
Cows & Bulls 2} 300} 15] 875] 20-500} = 80), 700) 77:1, 875 
Sheep 50| 200; = 53] 20] «= OFS 2k} = 70} 280) 235) (940 
Goat 40| 120/50, 150| + —60}.-«:180, = 70} 210] 220; 660 
Oranges esc ack 60} 5] 75] 80) 90 40] 120] 115] 345 
Millet 2314007 Goo, 500; 750} 600} 900 700! 1,050] 2,200] 3,300 
Rice 80} 160) 170} 90-180} 100,200) 355) 710 
Copper ae se fos 500}97,500, — 500:17,590} 1,000) 8,500 
Lime 2,000, 4,000) 4,000] 4,000 8,000} 2,000] 4,0v0| 10,000) 20,000 
Total ... 9,945 11,650)... +} 84,850 $3,090) 89,585 
Amount of Goods 
exported to Si- 
khim we 4,000] ... | 4,850] ... | 5,150] .. | 6,750) ... | 19,450 
Net exportation 7 
in money 5,945] ... | 7,100 29,700]... 27,8401 see 470,085 
LIST of Articles exported to Sikhim, ca 





Names’ or ARTICLES. 


Broadcloth . 700 
Cloth oo 700 
Jean Cloth, &. on 1,500 
Pots of Brass and white Brasa .. 100 
Tobacoo = 700, 


800 









1968, Tora, 
















1,000 | 3,400 
1,000 | 8,40 
2000 | poo 
260 "| 700 
z,000 | ‘8,400 
500 | 





1,680 
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LIST of the Articles imported from Lassa or Thibet. 

















- 1860. 1861. 1s62. 1868. Toran. 
2 ____ | —_——__—_—_———_ 
= = a = = 
Names oF oe °. oe So so 
AnricuEs. 2s BS | BS 3s 
a 2 |F8| 3) 22 | 8 [28] s Fe g 
: ge I qe 
or & le*| & la*|& |gtta lo*le 
ae Rs, Bs. Rs. Rs, Rs. 
Horees ...{ 100] 6,000] 180} 9,000  190/11,400) 200|12,000| —@40| 38,400 
Blankets ...| 200/800] 400] 1,600] 1,000| 4,000] 1,600] 6,400] 8,200) 12,800 
ten (mds)...{  10| 650| 12} 660} 13| 715] “17| 985] sal 2,860 
‘Male {| | goof 8} sogy~— 8} soo}. =~} soo, 2} 3,200 
Turquoise Stone} 50{ 100/100] 200 100) +200 250] sou} 500)" 1,000 
Oxtail | ao} e560) gl 7go}— as] 845] 14] oto] 49] 3,185, 
Wool (mds.) ... s| 60} 4 ol | aol) 7|} ato} 20) 400 
Musk | 60} 400/75]. 600] 100 soo} 175] 1,400) 400) 3,200 
Bells | ro} 50) iss 251 125] 80-400 


Cymbal seg 5] 50 
Shoe. we 12 72 
Total ...| ... 8,932] 


Exported from 
Darjeeling to 
‘Lassa . 


80) 9 90) 80) 800° 
96) 17; 102) 60) 360 


a5 
18,681) ...% 122,002 ... | 64,005 








8,300 


11,725 











13,650) 48,700 

















Net exportation 
in money... | w | 8,403)... 6.98 wa. | 0,259)... | 20,808. 




















LIST of Articles imported to Lassa. 




















Nawes oF Aprticies. 1860, 1861, 1862, 1868, Toran. 
Tobacco ae 500 900 1,000 1,600 4,000 
Various kinds >f Cloths was 1,000 1,000 1,500 1,500 5,000 
Indi ve | 6,000 7,000 8,000 9,000 30,000 
Kuth, Catechue on 500 700 800 1,000 3,000 
Black Thread vee 50 100 100 150 400 
‘Cups, English-ware a 50 100 100 150 400 
Baltpetre.® ed oe 50 75 75 100 200 
Penknivgs, Glass, and Pots ..., 50 5U 50 50 200 
Umbidlia : wee 50 50 50 50 200 
Bar Iron oe 50. 50 50 50 + 200 

Lasiniogepeemeenn | snecmenemeneeain:| einen eo | mene 
Total ae 8,800 10,026 11,725 18,650 43,600 
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LIST of Articles imported from Bootan or Diurma, 
















































































nee 
“1860. 1861, 1662, | . 1863, Total. 
cs he 
4 ee 
Names oF Ss \ ‘3 8 % 3 
ARTICLES. FA “ling ps pg > 
ae Vee] 221 a Hl 24 
2 gE | g | £5 #3| 2 /25.| 2 
o* $7| & |o*| & [6“)e lat] 
Rs. Rs. Bs. Res, 
Cows and Bulls... 10}. 150 10] 150 10 | 150 10 40 | 600 
Horses ee S| 120 4{ 160 4| 160 4 15 | 600, 
Knives a 5] 40 5} 40 5| 40] 10] 80] 26] 20 
Wax (mds) ... 8 60 4 80 4| 80 4 80 15 | 30¢ 
iat aaa es eee (ce ee 
Total wee. teaed 870] ... 430 |... 480]. 470 |... $1,700 
assim | i cc ae an ed 
Exported from 
Darjeeling ...f ... {1,050}... 11,050)... | 1,050 | w-» [1,050 |... 14,200 
‘Received from 
Bootan conf soe 680! 620 | 520 2,500 
List of Articles imported to Bootan. 
ee ee 
7 
Names or Anricies, 1860. 1861. 1862, 1868. Tora, 
oer ania semene sm ame anes eernnee be La en ec ieee 
Broadcloth, &. sat | 1,000 1,000 |’ ~—-1,000 7,000 4,000 
Coral oe 50 50 50 50 200 
[aipaaiecasied Uae Oe ERROR ERIN Coveted Keer ae 
Total | 1,050 1,050 |} 1,050 1,050 4,200 
cies _ =: 
LIST of Articles exported to Nepal. 
Names ov AxtIcLEs. 1860. 1861, 1862. 1868, Toran. 
emcee | enn nei ee | enonicn emer ei nine lh ean 
Vesious kinds of Chintz ae) 1,006 | 1,000 | 1,000 1,000 4,008... 




















a 


stk te 


brick: ten ‘ig made of the coarse thick. leaves 


‘ture’ and are Tow useless, 
siovol tnving he took thang, Ginn os 
Y Davi eo BS 
bereits r er taken it band at’ once, 


the Nethei Paes would near the Frontier join 
am excellent road tl h the great, mart of 
igartchi to Lhesea, the whole distance 
would probebly not occupy traders more than 
six, weeks, though ordinarily the trade would’ be 
rather with J i 
Lhasea itself, The subject is of great import- 
ance-ab the mnt time, as in consequence of 
bse state of et country communica. 

between Jigartchi and Lhassa is understood 
to He attended with some diffienlty, and between 
Libsena. snd, Ching it is almost entirely broken off, 
and the Department Publiy Works will be re- 
nested to yé-for the‘eurvey of the road: in 

e ensuing cold season, 


‘A road 

















aod 

Introduction of Dry Earth Conservancy 

into the Jails of the Lower Provinces. 
Brom ¥. J, Movat, Hsq,, 1. p., Inspector-Genoral of Jails, 
Lower Provinces, to the Secrotary to the Government of 
' Bengal,—(No, 257, dated Darjeeling, the 22nd April 1864.) 
5, Wirn reference to your letter No. 2486, dated 
5th instant, 1 have the honor to state that the 
paper, contained in the enclosure wes submitted to 
the Priaga Discipline Committee by me when it 
ared, during the discussion that ensued upon 
ie thst a plan sifilar to it had been in use in the 
Punjeb Jails for some years past with entire suc- 
cote. L mysalf saw it in uso ina large Military 
Camp in Franee in which the ordure of a body of 
45,000 Soldiers, with that.of the Camp followers, 
and of a large number of Artillery and Cavalry 
horses, wag rendered innocuous in a similar 

manner. 


the fuer tae for io ropean “maavhet, for the.) 
whidbsice nod plicked for ‘the ordinary manufse-" 


great, import 
Sikhim  to’the 
the Teasta Valley and then vid Rhinckh to |! 





i aud Phari than with} the 










ugh adoption. of the 
nee alin I hope, in-aye in every Pring. 
Lower Provinces. 

4. Tt involved no additional iter 
néeéded no new agency or constraction of Privie 

mhnterists. were everywhere available ; 

the plan’ had been so successful in every place 
which it had been tried that. deemed no: furti 
trial to be ne yz and, therefore, introdu’ 
the plan at once. Té was, and is, my intention 
have reported the whole’ ‘matter to the Gov 
ment in the Annwal Report now under preparatio: 
and I trast that, in the:cixeuinstances stove » ~| 
tioned, tha Hon'ble the Ligutonant-Governor_ wil 
be plessed'to. approve: the ateps I havo alread) 
taken for its general introduction, My sbject i 
urging its immediate adoption was that the choler 
season wag..at hand, and the dysenteric ‘peri 
would imejediately follow it, when the need « 
deodorizing and rendering all foscal matters inn: 
cuous is always of paramdunt importance. 









From J. Grocusean, Heq-, Under-Secretary to the Go 
snent of Bengal, to the. r-Guneral of Jails, Low 
Provinces,—(No. 186T,, dated Darjecling, the 17th ¥i 
1864.) . 


Iam directed to acknowledge the receipt 
your letter No. 267, dated 22nd ultimo, report? 
on the use of diy earth as a degdorizin; nt 
Jails, and in reply to inform you that the ie 
nant-Governof approves of your. proceedings 
having authorized the introduction of the meth 
of conservancy described by you into all the Jv 
of the Lower Provinsts, 


Paggrsan 7 ‘Paouss Jomas, af 1ms Baveah Saoneranar Oxiten 


